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Members of Parliament: Malawians say that MPs do not keep @

check on the executive.

Poverty: Malawians want more accountability from their

President

Institutions: Malawians frust political institutions less in 2014

compared to 2012
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An African-led, non-partisan survey research project that
measures citizen attitudes on democracy and governance, the
economy, civil society, and other topics.

Started in 12 countries in 1999, expanded to 35 African countries in
Round 5 (2011-2013).

Goal: To give the public a voice in policymaking by providing
high-quality public opinion data to policymakers, policy
advocates, civil society organizations, academics, news mediq,
donors and investors, and ordinary Africans.

National Partners in each country conduct the survey. In Malawi,
Afrobarometer Round 6 survey was conducted by the Centre for
Social Research at the University of Malawi.




Where Afrobarometer works
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Nationally representative sample of adult citizens
O All respondents are randomly selected.

Q Sample is distributed across regions/states/provinces and urban/rural
areas in proportion to their share in the national population.

Q Every adult citizen has an equal chance of being selected.

« Face-to-face interviews In the language of the respondent’s
choice (Chichewa, Chilomwe, Chiyao, Chitumbuka etc.).

« Standard guestionnaire allows comparisons across countries and
over time.

« Sample size in Malawi of 2,400 adult citizens yields a margin of
error of +/-2% at a 95% confidence level.

* Fieldwork for Round 6 in Malawi was conducted in 22 March to 5
April, 2014.
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Survey Demographics (1) AFR
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Gender
Male 50% 50%
Female 50% 50%
Location
Urban 15% 15%
Rural 81% 81%
Education
No formal education 13% 13%
Primary 56% 56%
Secondary 26% 27%
Post-secondary 5% 4%
Religion
Christian 83% 83%
Muslim 14% 14%
Other 3% 3%

Refused 5 3
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Unweighted Weighted
Regions
Central 43% 43%
North 13% 13%

South 44% 44%
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The National Assembly in the
eyes of people
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Key findings
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 Support for parliamentary powers is strong:

v' More than eight in 10 Malawians (84%) want Parliament to vet
the president’s Cabinet appointments.

v About 60% say the president should regularly appear before
Parliament to explain his actions.

v And three-fourths (73%) say Parliament should have the power to
make laws even if they go against the wishes of the president.
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J Approval ratings of MPs low:

v Only three of 10 Malawians approve of the way their MPs
perform their duties.

v Only 15% had contact with their MPs in the previous year to share
their views or register some important problem.

v' A majority (60%) feels that MPs never listen to what ordinary
people have to say.
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J Malawians doubt the integrity of parliamentarians:

v Three-quarters of Malawians (74%) say at least some
parliamentarians are involved in corruption.

v Only half of Malawians trust the National Assembly, compared to
64% who trusted it in 2012.

1 About half (48%) say that elections afford them a chance to
punish officials who do not deliver on what the people want.
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Support vetting President’s Cabinet A F Ro
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Support Parliament making laws
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Parliament Power of Legislation

President to make Laws

Parliament to make laws
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Evaluation of MPs Performance
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Citizens Contact with MPs
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MPs Attention to the People’s Voice
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Perception of Corruption: MPs and
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e B
B Most/All are corrupt B Some are corrupt
President & Officials in her office 43% 36% 9%
Police 39% 43% 10%
Business Executives 35% 43% 14%
Govt Officials 34% 45% 8%
Trad. Leaders 30% 47% 18%
MPs 27% 47% 13%
MRA Officials 26% 45% 12%
Judges 22% 49% 14%
Religious Leaders 15% 45% 34%
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Trust in Institutions
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Responsibility to ensure MPs do A F Ro
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Elections as means to hold MPs A F R
accountable BAROMETER

LET THE PEOPLE HAVE A SAY

B Effective mNot effective

ENSURE OTHER REMOVE
NON-PERFORMER MPS

ELECTIONS ENSURE MPS
REFLECT VOTER VIEWS




Conclusion
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1 The findings clearly show that Malawians strongly support the
institution of Parliament in the country’s political set-up but are
calling on their MPs to serve them better.

[ The Constituion of the Republic of Malawi should be amended to
empower parliament to vet president’s appointment of cabinet
ministers. Parliament should institutionalise presidential question
time

1 Members of parliament should create fora for engaging with their

constituents and work towards redeeming the confidence of
Malawians
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