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WHAT IS AFROBAROMETER? 

• The Afrobarometer (AB) is a comparative series of public 
opinion surveys that measure public attitudes toward 
democracy, governance, the economy, leadership, identity, 
and other related issues. 

 
• The AB is an independent, non-partisan, African-based 

network of researchers. 
 

• The first round of surveys took place in 1999-2001 in 12 
countries.  The Network is now conducting “Round 6” surveys 
in up to 35 countries during 2011-2012. 

 
• Purpose: To measure popular perspectives on the social, 

political, and economic environments in each country where 
it is implemented and across Africa. 
 

• Goal: To give the public a voice in policy making processes by 
providing high-quality public opinion data to policy-makers, 
policy advocates and civil society organizations, academics, 
media, donors and investors, and ordinary Africans. 
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Country Coverage: 1999-2014  

 Round 1, 1999-2001, 12 countries 

• Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi, Namibia, South Africa, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe (Southern Africa); Ghana, Mali, 
Nigeria (West Africa); Tanzania and Uganda (East Africa) 

 Round 2, 2002-2003, 16 countries, 4 countries added 

• Cape Verde, Kenya, Mozambique and Senegal 

 Round 3, 2005-2006, 18 countries, 2 countries added 

• Benin and Madagascar 

 Round 4, 2008-2009, 20 countries, 2 countries added 

• Burkina Faso and Liberia 

 Round 5, 2011-2012, 26 countries, countries added 

• Burundi, Cameroon, Mauritius, Niger, Togo, and Sierra 
Leone 

 Round 6, 2014-2015, 35 countries, countries added 
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Survey Methodology 

• Nationally representative sample of adult citizens 

– Random selection of TAs, EAs & households 

– Every adult citizen in household has equal chance 

– Use quota system: equal number of men and women 

• Face-to-face interviews in either Chichewa or 

Chitumbuka or English (few cases) 

• Standard instrument across countries for comparability 

• Malawi R6 survey interviewed 2400 adult Malawian 

citizens; 

– Yielding results with a margin of error of +/- 2% @ 95% 

confidence level 

• Malawi R6 fieldwork run from 22 March to 5 April, 2014 
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TODAY’S RELEASE 

• Overall direction of the country:  economic factors 

• Governance and trust in public institutions 



WWW.AFROBAROMETER.ORG 

TOPIC1: OVERALL 

DIRECTION OF THE COUNTRY 
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Key Findings 

• More than 3 out 4 (78%) say the country is going the wrong 
direction, up from 1 in 2 in May 2012 

• This assessment is across location, region, sex & age 

• Some possible economic reasons for this assessment include 

Poor economic conditions compared to 12 months ago 

Increased lived poverty among Malawians, especially in food 
and cash income 

Poor government performance in controlling inflation, 
managing the economy, fighting corruption, reducing 
inequality, reducing crime and ensuring food security 

 The cashgate scandal and its handling 
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Overall direction 

• Less people say the country is going in the right direction 
(20%) than those who say the opposite (78%).  

• Although the majority agree that the country is going the 
wrong direction, there are some  differences by location, 
region, age group, education level and sex 
– Urbanites assessment is the worst (84%) compared to those 

from rural areas (77%) and peri-urban areas (66%) 
– The differences are pronounced by region (CR 83%, SR 79% 

and NR 56% NR 
– In terms of age group, the elderly are more positive (72%) 

than the youth and middle aged (78%) 
– The less educated are more positive than the educated (none 

72%, primary 78% and post primary 80%) 
– The differences by sex (men 80% & women 76%) are not 

major 
• Comparing 2012 and 2014 tells yet another story.  
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Overall direction: 2012 and 2014 

• There are no major shifts by location or age group 

• But by region, the Centre shifted from being in 
between in 2012 to being the most negative in 2014 

• In 2012, less men than women said wrong direction 
while in 2014 it was more men 

• In 2012, no major differences by level of education 
while in 2014, the more educated were more 
negative 

• Table 1 has the back up data 
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Overall direction 2012-2014 

2012 2014

Malawi 50% 78%

Urban 67% 84%

Periurban 47% 66%

Rural 49% 77%

North 35% 56%

Centre 47% 83%

South 60% 79%

Men 47% 80%

Women 55% 76%

Youth 54% 78%

Middle aged 47% 78%

Elderly 44% 72%

No education 48% 72%

Primary 52% 78%

Post Primary 50% 80%

Wrong Direction

Some people might think the country is going in the wrong direction. Others 

may feel it is going in the right direction. So let me ask YOU about the overall 

direction of the country:  Would you say that the country is going in the wrong 

direction or going in the right direction? 
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Reason 1: Worsened economic 

conditions 

• More than 3 in 4 people (78%) said their current 
economic conditions are bad 

• Close to 7 in 10 people (68%) rated their 2014 
economic conditions to be worse than in 2013 

• This negative assessment has worsened when 
compared to the assessment done in 2012 

– From 70% in 2012 to 78% in 2014 saying  their economic 
conditions were bad 

– From 56% in 2012 to 68% in 2014 saying their economic 
conditions were worse than previous year 
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Reason 2: High lived poverty 

• Defining those who go 
without many times and 
always as poor and only 
always as ultra poor 

• Cash income poverty is 
worst followed by food 
poverty 

• Cooking fuel poverty is 
the lowest 

• Ultra poverty is worst in 
cash income and water 

Many times Always Total

Food 24.6 4.9 29.5

Water 12.3 10.0 22.3

Medcare 21.4 5.0 26.4

Cooking Fuel 11.4 2.8 14.2

Cash income 48.8 15.2 64.0

All 23.7 7.6 31.3

Going without

Over the past year, how often, if ever, have you or anyone in 
your family gone without enough food to eat, clean water for 
home use, medicines or medical treatment, fuel to cook your 
food and cash income? 
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Reason 2: High lived poverty 

(contd.) 

• Significant improvement in 
the access to medical care 
and cooking fuel but 
insignificant in the access to 
water 

• Significant increases in food 
and cash income poverty 

• Depending on how people 
value food and cash income 
vis-à-vis  medical care, 
these increased poverty 
levels could have affected 
the assessment of the 
overall direction of the 
country 
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Reason 3: Poor management of 

economic problems 

•When asked to mention the most important 

problems facing the country that government 

should address, the top three problems 

mentioned first were  

•food shortage (26%),  

•management of the economy (15%)  

•health (10%) 

• When asked to assess how well or badly the PP 

government handled these nearly 2 in 3 said 

badly (16% said fairly badly and 49% said very 

badly  
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Reason 4: Poor govt performance 

• People were requested to rate the PP govt’s handling of 
key issues. The general verdict was it handled badly 
especially (i) controlling inflation (ii) managing the economy 
(iii) fighting corruption (iv) reducing inequality (v) reducing 
crime and (vi) ensuring food security 

• Comparing 2012 and 2014 assessments, people think the 
government’s performance had deteriorated with 
disapproval ratings increasing particularly in 
– managing the economy (41%), fighting corruption (40%), reducing 

crime (34%), addressing educational needs (33%) and improving basic 
health services (29%) 

• In both 2012 and 2014, controlling of inflation was the 
worst, increasing from 63% to 74%. See Table  



Table 2: Worsening poor government performance 

Area 2012 2014 Change

Keeping prices down 63.3 73.7 10.4

Managing the economy 27.6 68.7 41.1

Fighting corruption in government 28.1 67.9 39.8

Narrowing gaps between rich and poor 48.2 66.8 18.6

Reducing crime 29.7 63.4 33.7

Creating jobs 43.7 62.7 19.0

Ensuring everyone has enough to eat 36.8 59.6 22.8

Improving the living standards of the poor 41.5 58.9 17.4

Maintaining roads and bridges 29.5 49.8 20.3

Providing a reliable supply of electricity 34.0 49.6 15.6

Addressing educational needs 16.5 49.0 32.5

Providing water and sanitation services 28.9 48.8 19.9

Improving basic health services 19.1 48.0 28.9
How well or badly would you say the current government is handling the following matters, 
or haven’t you heard enough to say? 
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Reason 4: Poor govt performance - 

The cashgate scandal & its handling 

• 3 in 4 people (75%) say that they were concerned 
with the stealing of government money dubbed 
cashgate 

• More than 7 in 10 people (72%) rate government’s 
handling of the cashgate scandal as bad 
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TOPIC 2:  

 
GOVERNANCE  

(INSTITUTIONAL TRUST, 
PERFORMANCE AND CORRUPTION) 
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INSTITUTIONAL TRUST, 

PERFORMANCE:    Key Findings 

• In general, when compared to the 2012 survey, there has 
been a drop in trust for almost all public institutions or 
offices. 

 Almost 8 in every 10 Malawian trusts religious leaders & 
the Army while the former president and ruling party are 
the least trusted.  

 Slightly above a ¼ of Malawians approve the 
performance of the president but close to 70% of people 
from the north approve the president’s performance. 

 Irrespective of whether male or female a large 
proportion of Malawians approve the performance of 
traditional leaders and very few approve the 
performance of previous MPs. 
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Body/Office 2012 2014 

Courts of Law 88 70 

Army 83 78 

Police 68 60 

National Assembly 64 50 

Malawi Electoral Commission 64 57 

Ruling Party 60 34 

President Joyce Banda 58 29 

Malawi Revenue Authority 50 51 

Opposition Parties 46 48 

Traditional Leaders 69 

Religious Leaders 79 

Trust in Institutions & offices 
% trust “somewhat / a lot” 
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Performance of MPs vs Traditional 

Leaders 
(Approve & Strongly approve) 
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CORRUPTION: Key findings 

• In general, the findings show that close to ¾ of the people believe that 
corruption has increased over the period of last year in the country. 

 Just below half of the Malawians believe that the Presidency was most 
involved in corruption followed by the Police and Government Officials.  

 The least likely to be involved in corruption according to the view of 
Malawians are Religious Leaders. 

 More than half of Malawians believe that the reasons for not reporting 
corruption is fear of consequences.  

 However, the majority believe that the best way to combat corruption is 
by reporting it. 

 7 out of every 10 Malawians did not approve the previous government’s 
handling of corruption and ‘cashgate’ scandal. 
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People involved in corruption  
(Most of them/all of them) 
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Corruption increased, decreased 

or stayed the same? 
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Main reason for not reporting 

corruption 
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Effectiveness of news media in 

reporting govt. mistakes & corruption 
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Govt. handling of corruption and 

‘cashgate’ scandal 
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Can ordinary people make a 

difference in the fight against 

corruption? 
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Most effective way to combat 

corruption 
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Conclusions and 

recommendations 

Malawians form perceptions based on lived experiences and what 
they hear and observe 

 Perceptions  held in March 2014, whether based on reasoning or 
not, may have influenced the election results, if one chooses to 
believe them 
 The AB R6 survey found that the DPP candidate would lead followed by 

that of MCP, PP and UDF in a March 2014 election 

 Voting pattern: North mostly for PP, Centre MCP and South DPP (see AB 
Despatch in folders) 

 A recommendation from this is that in a democracy it is 
imperative to gauge and manage perceptions on a continuous 
basis 
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Discussions 

• Discussants 

–Mrs Helen Singh 

–Nation Editor –  

–Dr Regson Chaweza 

 

• Plenary 
 


