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Most Africans continue to experience 

economic hardship, despite signs of recovery 

Afrobarometer Dispatch No. 1191 | Anyway Chingwete, Maakwe Cumanzala,      

and Karen Kaunda 

 

Summary  

Africa has recorded notable economic progress in recent years, becoming the world’s 

second-fastest-growing region after Asia, with nine of the world’s 20 fastest-growing 

economies in 2024 located on the continent (African Development Bank Group, 2024, 2025; 

African Export-Import Bank, 2025; United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, 2025a, b). 
The continent has also made progress in managing fiscal and monetary policies, particularly 

inflation, which decelerated in many African countries in 2024 and 2025, although it 

remained high in countries such as Sudan, Zimbabwe, Malawi, and Nigeria 

(World Bank, 2025; African Development Bank Group, 2026). Several African 

currencies strengthened amid improved financial conditions, increased 

foreign investment and foreign-exchange inflows, stronger export revenues, 

and the weakening of the U.S. dollar (World Bank, 2026a).  

Even so, unemployment, poverty, inequality, rising costs of living, high debt 

burden, and other economic pressures continued to erode many of the 

continent’s gains. Although Africa’s economies rebounded after the COVID-19 pandemic, 

growth remained below pre-pandemic levels while global shocks, including wars in the 

Ukraine and the Middle East, drove up food, fuel, and fertiliser prices (United Nations 

Economic Commission for Africa, 2025b). In 2024, Africa recorded the world’s highest 

unemployment rate among men and second-highest rate among women while also 

registering the highest level of working poverty, with more than 145 million employed people 

living in extreme poverty (United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, 2025b). Income 

inequality remained severe as the richest 10% of Africans claimed about 56% of total income 

while the bottom 50% earned less than one-tenth (United Nations Economic Commission for 

Africa, 2026).  

Findings from Afrobarometer’s 2024/2025 surveys in 38 African countries point to widespread 

popular concern about economic conditions.  

Majorities of Africans offer negative assessments of their country’s economic condition and its 

overall trajectory. Unemployment and the increasing cost of living rank high among the most 

important problems that citizens want their governments to address. 

About half of respondents describe their personal living circumstances as bad, while 

majorities say they or a family member went without basic necessities such as a cash 

income, medical care, clean water, food, and cooking fuel at least once during the previous 

year. Many say they had to request assistance from family members, friends, or neighbours to 

make ends meet.  

While citizens’ ratings of their government’s performance on key economic issues have 

improved since the COVID-19 years, they remain overwhelmingly negative.  
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Afrobarometer surveys 

Afrobarometer is a pan-African, nonpartisan survey research network that provides reliable 

data on African experiences and evaluations of democracy, governance, and quality of life. 

Ten survey rounds in up to 45 countries have been completed since 1999. Round 10 surveys 

(2024/2025) cover 38 countries. (See Appendix Table A.1 for a list of countries and fieldwork 

dates.) 

Afrobarometer’s National Partners conduct face-to-face interviews in the language of the 

respondent’s choice that yield country-level results with margins of error of +/-2 to +/-3 

percentage points at a 95% confidence level. 

This 38-country analysis is based on 50,961 interviews. The data are weighted to ensure 

nationally representative samples. When reporting multi-country averages, all countries are 

weighted equally (rather than in proportion to population size). 

Key findings 

Country direction and economic condition 

▪ Six in 10 Africans (59%) describe their country’s economic condition as “fairly bad” or 

“very bad.” 

o A slim majority (51%) say their country’s economic situation has worsened over the 

past year.  

▪ About half (49%) of citizens are optimistic that their country’s economic situation will 

improve over the coming 12 months, almost twice the share (29%) who expect things 

to get worse. 

▪ But nearly six in 10 respondents (58%) view their country as heading in “the wrong 

direction.”  

o Pessimism about their country’s direction is more common among citizens 

experiencing high levels of lived poverty (67%) than their well-off counterparts 

(44%). 

Personal living conditions, unemployment, and lived poverty 

▪ About half (49%) of Africans describe their personal living conditions as “fairly bad” or 

“very bad.” Only one-third (33%) are satisfied with their personal circumstances. 

▪ More than one in three working-age adults (35%) say they are unemployed and 

looking for jobs.  

▪ Material deprivation remains widespread across the continent, with majorities 

reporting shortages of essential goods during the previous year, including a cash 

income (79%), medical care (65%), food (58%), clean water (57%), and cooking fuel 

(52%). 

▪ Nearly half (47%) of all respondents turned to family members for financial assistance 

at least once in the past year.  

o Smaller – but still significant – minorities requested help from friends and 

neighbours (33%) and/or religious and community groups (12%). 
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Economic priorities and government economic performance 

▪ Unemployment and the rising cost of living rank among the top three problems that 

citizens say their government must address. 

▪ Large majorities say their government is performing “fairly badly” or “very badly” on 

keeping prices stable (82%), narrowing gaps between rich and poor (79%), creating 

jobs (76%), improving the living standards of the poor (73%), and managing the 

overall economy (64%). 

o Despite overwhelmingly negative performance ratings, the most recent findings 

suggest a modest turnaround on all five indicators.  

Country’s economic condition and direction: Pervasive and persistent 

pessimism 

On average across 38 African countries surveyed in 2024/2025, six in 10 citizens (59%) 

describe their country’s economic condition as “fairly bad” or “very bad,” while only 28% see 

it as good (Figure 1). Majorities express dissatisfaction with national economic conditions in 27 

of the surveyed countries. 

Negative ratings exceed three-quarters of adults in Nigeria (88%), Ghana (79%), The Gambia 

(77%), Lesotho (77%), Malawi (77%), and Congo-Brazzaville (77%) (Figure 2). Only in Gabon 

and Côte d’Ivoire do majorities offer positive assessments (56% and 54%, respectively).  

Compared to 12 months before the survey, a slight majority (51%) of respondents view their 

country’s economic situation as having worsened, while the remainder are evenly split 

between those who believe economic conditions have stagnated (25%) and those who 

perceive an improvement (24%) (Figure 3). 

Overwhelming majorities report worsening economies in Nigeria (90%), Malawi (72%), The 

Gambia (70%), and Zambia (69%). Gabon is the only country where more than half (55%) say 

their economy is performing better.  

Figure 1: Country’s economic condition | 38 countries | 2024/2025 

 
Respondents were asked: In general, how would you describe the present economic condition of this 

country?  
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Figure 2: Country’s economic condition | 38 countries | 2024/2025 

 
Respondents were asked: In general, how would you describe the present economic condition of this 

country?  
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Figure 3: Country’s economic conditions compared to 12 months ago | 38 countries                  

| 2024/2025 

 
Respondents were asked: Looking back, how do you rate economic conditions in this country 

compared to 12 months ago?  
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Despite perceptions of worsening economic conditions, on average across 28 countries 

surveyed consistently since 20214, the share of respondents who describe their national 

economy as “fairly bad” or “very bad” has actually decreased by 6 percentage points 

compared to 2021/2023, though it remains 6 points higher than a decade ago (Figure 4).  

Figure 4: Negative assessments of country’s economic condition | 28 countries  

| 2014-2025 

 

Respondents were asked: In general, how would you describe the present economic condition of this 

country? (% who say “fairly bad” or “very bad”)  

 

The popular outlook for the coming year is mildly optimistic. On average across 38 countries, 

about half (49%) of Africans expect that economic conditions will improve, compared to 29% 

who worry that they will worsen (Figure 5). A notable minority (15%) anticipate more of the 

same.  

Optimists outweigh pessimists in 26 of the 38 countries. Positive sentiment is strongest in 

Gabon (84%), São Tomé and Príncipe (83%), Mali (77%), and Senegal (77%). But this hopeful 

outlook is far from universal: Slim majorities think things will get worse in The Gambia (55%), 

Cameroon (51%), and Congo-Brazzaville (51%). 

Expectations of economic advances predominate despite generally gloomy assessments of 

overall country trajectories: A clear majority (58%) of Africans say their country is going in “the 

wrong direction,” compared to 39% who view it as heading in “the right direction” (Figure 6).  

Negative assessments are especially widespread in Nigeria, where more than nine in 10 

citizens (93%) believe the country is on the wrong path. Assessments are similarly grim in 

Congo-Brazzaville (86%), Comoros (83%), South Africa (83%), and Ghana (82%). In contrast, 

positive evaluations are overwhelming in Gabon (87%), Mali (79%), Morocco (71%), and 

Tanzania (70%).  

Perceptions of the country’s overall direction are fairly consistent across most key 

demographic groups (Figure 7). However, glaring differences emerge when we consider 

economic status: Perceptions that their country is going in the wrong direction increase 

sharply with respondents’ level of lived poverty,1 from 44% among the well-off to 67% among 

the very poor.  

 
1 Afrobarometer’s Lived Poverty Index (LPI) measures respondents’ levels of material deprivation by asking how 
often they or their families went without basic necessities (enough food, enough water, medical care, enough 
cooking fuel, and a cash income) during the preceding year. For more on lived poverty, see Mattes and Lekalake 
(2025). 
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Figure 5: Country’s economic condition in 12 months’ time | 38 countries  

| 2024/2025 

 
Respondents were asked: Looking ahead, do you expect economic conditions in this country to be 

better or worse in 12 months’ time? 
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Figure 6: Direction of the country | 38 countries | 2024/2025 

 

Respondents were asked: Would you say that the country is going in the wrong direction or going in the 

right direction? 
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Figure 7: Country going in the wrong direction | by demographic group  

| 38 countries | 2024/2025 

 
Respondents were asked: Would you say that the country is going in the wrong direction or going in the 

right direction? (% who say “wrong direction”) 
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Figure 8: Personal living conditions | 38 countries | 2024/2025 

 
Respondents were asked: In general, how would you describe your own present living conditions? 
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For many families, living conditions are tied closely to employment, a persistent challenge in 

most African countries. On average across 38 surveyed countries, only one-third of working-

age adults (aged 18-65) say they have full-time (22%) or part-time (11%) jobs, while about the 

same proportion (35%) are unemployed and looking for work and another 32% consider 

themselves outside the labour force (neither employed nor looking for work).  

Majorities say they are looking for jobs in Mozambique (61%), Angola (56%), Lesotho (55%), 

and Botswana (55%) (Figure 9). At the opposite end of the spectrum, unemployed job 

seekers are fairly rare in Mauritius (6%) and Seychelles (4%). 

Figure 9: Not working, looking for a job | respondents aged 18-65 | 38 countries  

| 2024/2025 

 

Respondents were asked: Do you have a job that pays a cash income? [If “no”:] Are you currently 

looking for a job? (% who say they don’t have a job and are looking for one) (Analysis includes only 

respondents aged 18-65.) 

 

Youth are particularly hard hit by unemployment: 43% say they are looking for work, 
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working-age adults, 44% of those experiencing high lived poverty are seeking work, 

compared to 17%-38% of their better-off counterparts. Adults who have secondary schooling 

(40%) are more likely to be searching for work than those with less or more education. 
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Figure 10: Not working, looking for a job | respondents aged 18-65 | by age group, 

education, and lived poverty | 38 countries | 2024/2025 

 

Respondents were asked: Do you have a job that pays a cash income? [If “no”:] Are you currently 

looking for a job? (% who say they don’t have a job and are looking for one) (Analysis includes only 

respondents aged 18-65.) 
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basic necessities – medical care (65%), food (58%), clean water (57%), and cooking fuel 

(52%).  

A lack of a cash income affected majorities in all but four countries, including almost all 

Malagasy (96%), Togolese (95%), and Nigerians (95%). Majorities went without medical care 

at least once in 30 countries, most commonly in Chad (89%), Sierra Leone (84%), Nigeria 

(82%), and Guinea (81%). Inadequate food supplies were most frequent in Congo-Brazzaville 

(83%), Chad (82%), Nigeria (82%), and Malawi (82%), while water shortages were most 

common for citizens in Gabon (84%), Chad (83%), and Mauritania (82%). 

In addition, four-fifths (81%) of Chadians report having gone without enough cooking fuel in 

the past year. Chad stands out with overwhelming majorities (above 80%) reporting that they 

or a family member experienced shortages of all five of these necessities at least once during 

the previous year.  

Consistent with previous Afrobarometer findings (Sanny & Cumanzala, 2024), Mauritius and 

Seychelles record the lowest levels of deprivation across all indicators. These countries are 

recognised as continental leaders in poverty-reduction efforts, on track to achieve the 

Sustainable Development Goal of “no poverty” by 2030 (United Nations Economic 

Commission for Africa, 2025b).  
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Table 1: Went without basic necessities | 38 countries | 2024/2025 

  Cash income Medical care Food Water Cooking fuel 

Madagascar 96% 71% 75% 56% 55% 

Togo 95% 79% 67% 65% 54% 

Nigeria 95% 82% 82% 74% 79% 

Malawi 94% 60% 82% 41% 55% 

Benin 93% 74% 69% 63% 55% 

Gabon 93% 80% 75% 84% 66% 

Zimbabwe 92% 71% 64% 61% 53% 

Cameroon 92% 75% 71% 76% 69% 

Uganda 91% 74% 65% 51% 65% 

Congo-Brazzaville 91% 80% 83% 75% 66% 

Sierra Leone 91% 84% 75% 77% 60% 

Guinea 91% 81% 64% 69% 56% 

Kenya 90% 68% 57% 50% 52% 

Zambia 89% 69% 69% 58% 43% 

Chad 88% 89% 82% 83% 81% 

Mali 85% 47% 44% 39% 36% 

Senegal 85% 61% 35% 58% 55% 

Lesotho 85% 50% 61% 50% 47% 

Tanzania 84% 47% 38% 48% 32% 

Namibia 84% 69% 72% 55% 62% 

Comoros 83% 70% 74% 64% 69% 

Mauritania 83% 80% 74% 82% 76% 

Côte d'Ivoire 82% 56% 44% 59% 33% 

Botswana 82% 55% 62% 47% 44% 

Liberia 78% 78% 69% 64% 55% 

Mozambique 76% 69% 74% 63% 52% 

Angola 75% 77% 75% 75% 73% 

Eswatini 75% 75% 68% 47% 54% 

The Gambia 74% 75% 44% 57% 61% 

Ghana 71% 53% 45% 45% 42% 

São Tomé and 
Príncipe 69% 69% 58% 67% 66% 

Cabo Verde 67% 36% 32% 48% 46% 

South Africa 67% 49% 51% 60% 55% 

Guinea-Bissau 59% 67% 38% 53% 42% 

Tunisia 48% 39% 24% 45% 29% 

Morocco 45% 54% 19% 31% 26% 

Mauritius 35% 41% 11% 34% 17% 

Seychelles 27% 13% 15% 8% 10% 

            

38-country average 79% 65% 58% 57% 52% 

            

Key >80% 61%-80% 41%-60% <41%   

Respondents were asked: Over the past year, how often, if ever, have you or anyone in your family 

gone without: Enough food to eat? Enough clean water for home use? Medicines or medical 

treatment? Enough fuel to cook your food? A cash income? 

(% who say “just once or twice,” “several times,” “many times,” or “always”)  
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Over the past decade, survey findings reveal a significant increase in material deprivation 

(Figure 11). Across 28 countries surveyed consistently since 2014, the proportion of citizens 

who say they went without basic necessities at least once during the previous year has risen 

on all five indicators: by 14 percentage points for medical care, 13 points for cooking fuel, 12 

points for food, 11 points for water, and 6 points for a cash income. 

But all of these increases occurred by 2021/2023; since then, reports of deprivation have held 

steady. 

Figure 11: Went without basic necessities (%) | 28 countries | 2014-2025 

  

Respondents were asked: Over the past year, how often, if ever, have you or anyone in your family 

gone without: Enough food to eat? Enough clean water for home use? Medicines or medical 

treatment? Enough fuel to cook your food? A cash income?  

(% who say “just once or twice,” “several times,” “many times,” or “always”)  

 

With so many Africans going without a cash income, many have to reach beyond 

government-funded social safety nets to make ends meet. Nearly half (47%) of all 

respondents say they turned to family members for assistance at least once during the 

previous year, including 65% of Namibians, 59% of Guineans and Gabonese, and 57% of 

Zimbabweans (Table 2).  

Reliance on friends and neighbours, though less prevalent, is nevertheless widespread: One-

third (33%) of respondents report turning to these networks for help, including about half in 

Namibia (51%), Zimbabwe (50%), and Madagascar (50%).  

Religious and community groups play a more limited role: 12% of respondents report having 

reached out to them for assistance during the previous year. At least two in 10 citizens say 

they asked for help from these groups in Kenya (23%), Liberia (21%), and Angola (20%). 
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Table 2: Requested assistance | 38 countries | 2024/2025 

  
Requested 

assistance from 
family 

Requested assistance 
from friends or 

neighbours 

Requested assistance from 
religious or community 

group 

Namibia 65% 51% 16% 

Guinea 59% 41% 14% 

Gabon 59% 35% 10% 

Zimbabwe 57% 50% 17% 

Cameroon 55% 42% 16% 

Eswatini 55% 39% 18% 

Kenya 55% 44% 23% 

Uganda 55% 48% 18% 

Mauritania 55% 42% 10% 

Madagascar 53% 50% 15% 

Liberia 52% 39% 21% 

Sierra Leone 52% 39% 13% 

Nigeria 52% 33% 10% 

Lesotho 51% 44% 9% 

Malawi 51% 44% 12% 

Guinea-Bissau 51% 35% 16% 

Angola 50% 39% 20% 

Togo 49% 32% 13% 

Mozambique 49% 35% 10% 

South Africa 49% 33% 13% 

Côte d'Ivoire 49% 28% 11% 

Congo-Brazzaville 48% 30% 9% 

Ghana 47% 30% 9% 

Mali 46% 31% 13% 

The Gambia 45% 26% 10% 

Comoros 45% 27% 12% 

Zambia 43% 41% 14% 

Tunisia 41% 23% 6% 

Senegal 41% 25% 10% 

Chad 41% 30% 12% 

Benin 40% 28% 7% 

São Tomé and Príncipe 38% 17% 10% 

Cabo Verde 37% 14% 9% 

Tanzania 37% 26% 5% 

Morocco 35% 16% 4% 

Botswana 34% 28% 12% 

Mauritius 22% 10% 3% 

Seychelles 20% 7% 2% 

        

38-country average 47% 33% 12% 

        

Key >50% 20%-50% <20% 

Respondents were asked: In the past year, did you have to turn to any of the following for assistance to 

make ends meet: Family members? Friends or neighbours? A religious organisation, community group, 

or charitable organisation? (% who say “yes”) 
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Government performance on citizens’ top economic priorities 

Citizens’ experience of economic challenges is reflected in their priorities for government 

action. Across 38 countries, unemployment ranks second among the most important 

problems that citizens say their governments should address, cited by 33% of respondents as 

one of their three priorities, behind only health (38%) (Figure 12).  

The increasing cost of living ranks joint-third (mentioned by 23% as a top priority), while 

poverty (10%), management of the economy (8%), and wages (5%) also place highly on 

citizens’ agenda. 

Figure 12: Economic issues as most important problems | 38 countries | 2024/2025 

 
Respondents were asked: In your opinion, what are the most important problems facing this country that 

government should address? (Up to three responses per respondent; figure shows % of respondents who 

cite each problem as one of the three priorities.) 

 

Respondents are asked about their government’s performance on five major economic 

metrics: inequality, unemployment, poverty, inflation, and overall economic management. 

Notably, four of these rank among the 12 most important problems identified by citizens, 

suggesting that, in the public’s eye, not enough is being done to tackle these issues. 

And indeed, large majorities say their government is performing “fairly badly” or “very badly” 

on keeping prices stable (82%), creating jobs (76%), improving the living standards of the 

poor (73%), and managing the overall economy (64%), as well as on narrowing gaps 

between rich and poor (79%) (Figure 13).  

In 24 of 38 countries, more than eight in 10 Africans give their government negative ratings 

on controlling inflation (Table 3). The verdict is almost unanimous in Nigeria (97% “fairly bad” 

or “very bad”), where the annual inflation rate rose from 13.2% in 2020 to 33.2% in 2024 (World 

Bank, 2026b). 

Overwhelming dissatisfaction (by more than 80% of citizens) is similarly evident in 19 countries 

regarding government efforts to lower inequality and to create jobs. In no country do fewer 

than half of citizens voice disapproval of their government’s efforts to keep prices in check or 

reduce income gaps. 
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The only economic issues on which majorities in any countries give their government passing 

marks are management of the economy (Gabon (68% approval), Tanzania (67%), Mali (61%), 

and Senegal (54%)) and improving living standards of the poor (Botswana (54%), Tanzania 

(53%), and Mali (51%)). 

Negative assessments exceed 80% across all five key economic indicators in Nigeria, The 

Gambia, Congo-Brazzaville, South Africa, Chad, and Cameroon, while they surpass 80% on 

four of the five indicators in Guinea, Ghana, Angola, Eswatini, Namibia, and Comoros.   

Across all of these economic indicators, Africans experiencing higher levels of poverty are 

more likely than their wealthier counterparts to rate government performance negatively 

(Figure 14). Gaps between negative assessments by the poorest and by well-off respondents 

reach 18 percentage points on job creation and improving the living standards of the poor 

and 21 points on economic management. 

While assessments of government performance on economic issues are overwhelmingly 

negative, over-time analysis suggests a modest recovery in the most recent survey round. 

Tracking 28 countries between 2014 and 2025, we see that citizen approval of government 

performance on these key economic indicators declined steadily until 2021/2023 but then 

began turning around, often regaining most of the lost ground (Figure 15).  

On management of the economy, for example, approval of government efforts fell 11 

percentage points between 2014/2015 and 2021/2023, then regained 8 points in 2024/2025. 

Although price stability remains the weakest area of economic performance, falling to 11% 

approval in 2021/2023, it recovered by 7 points to 18% in 2024/2025. The same pattern holds 

on the other indicators, registering gains of 5-6 points between the last two survey rounds. 

The downturn in 2021/2023 assessments likely reflects the combined impact of the COVID-19 

pandemic and the economic fallout from the Russia-Ukraine conflict (World Bank, 2023). The 

uptick in 2024/2025 suggests that, while public perceptions of African economic 

performance remain gloomy, things do not seem as bad as they were at the height of a 

pandemic-induced global financial crisis. 

Figure 13: Government’s economic performance | 38 countries | 2024/2025 

 
Respondents were asked: How well or badly would you say the current government is handling the 

following matters, or haven’t you heard enough to say?  
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Table 3: Negative assessments of government economic performance | 38 countries 

| 2024/2025 

  

Keeping 
prices stable 

Narrowing 
income gaps 

Creating jobs 

Improving 
living 

standards of 
the poor 

Managing the 
economy 

Nigeria 97% 95% 94% 92% 93% 

The Gambia 96% 91% 89% 88% 82% 

Guinea 92% 87% 88% 84% 74% 

Congo-Brazzaville 92% 96% 96% 94% 91% 

Madagascar 92% 88% 76% 75% 73% 

Ghana 91% 88% 81% 82% 80% 

Cabo Verde 91% 84% 83% 78% 66% 

Angola 91% 82% 86% 84% 78% 

South Africa 89% 93% 96% 91% 85% 

Eswatini 89% 89% 87% 81% 72% 

Côte d'Ivoire 89% 82% 64% 76% 50% 

Chad 89% 89% 87% 90% 85% 

Mauritania 89% 82% 87% 80% 68% 

Zambia 89% 64% 42% 48% 60% 

Cameroon 89% 86% 83% 87% 81% 

Malawi 88% 81% 70% 75% 76% 

Morocco 88% 70% 78% 70% 56% 

Benin 87% 76% 72% 72% 60% 

Tunisia 85% 84% 83% 78% 58% 

Togo 85% 80% 77% 77% 73% 

Mauritius 85% 69% 59% 61% 61% 

Namibia 85% 90% 88% 83% 68% 

Comoros 84% 80% 82% 86% 81% 

São Tomé and Príncipe 82% 77% 82% 78% 67% 

Uganda 80% 76% 63% 58% 54% 

Zimbabwe 78% 81% 91% 80% 68% 

Lesotho 77% 80% 87% 68% 57% 

Mozambique 77% 75% 81% 78% 68% 

Botswana 73% 71% 76% 44% 45% 

Mali 69% 52% 51% 48% 35% 

Gabon 68% 79% 60% 64% 30% 

Kenya 67% 79% 76% 75% 62% 

Liberia 66% 68% 64% 60% 53% 

Seychelles 66% 70% 40% 60% 44% 

Senegal 64% 58% 67% 59% 44% 

Sierra Leone 64% 85% 78% 75% 64% 

Guinea-Bissau 61% 69% 70% 66% 57% 

Tanzania 57% 55% 52% 46% 29% 

            

38-country average 82% 79% 76% 73% 64% 

          
Key >80% 61%-80% 41%-60% <41%   

Respondents were asked: How well or badly would you say the current government is handling the 

following matters, or haven’t you heard enough to say? (% who say “fairly badly” or “very badly”) 
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Figure 14: Negative assessments of government economic performance (%)                          

| by lived poverty | 2024/2025 

 
Respondents were asked: How well or badly would you say the current government is handling the 

following matters, or haven’t you heard enough to say? (% who say “fairly badly” or “very badly”) 

Figure 15: Positive assessments of government economic performance  

| 28 countries | 2014-2025 

 
Respondents were asked: How well or badly would you say the current government is handling the 

following matters, or haven’t you heard enough to say? (% who say “fairly well” or “very well”) 

Conclusion  

Afrobarometer findings highlight prevalent economic strain and persistent public pessimism 

about economic conditions. Most Africans report negative assessments of their national and 

personal economic conditions, reflecting lived experiences of unemployment and shortages 

of basic necessities such as food, water, and medical care.  
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Dissatisfaction with government economic management remains high, particularly regarding 

efforts to stabilise prices, reduce inequality, create jobs, and tackle poverty, despite modest 

improvements in performance ratings over the past three years. And a clear majority see 

their country as going in “the wrong direction,” signalling a call to action for their leaders to 

change course.  
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Appendix 

Table A.1: Afrobarometer Round 10 fieldwork dates and previous survey rounds 

Country Round 10 fieldwork Previous survey rounds 

Algeria N/A 2013, 2015 

Angola March-April 2024 2019, 2022 

Benin Jan.-Feb. 2024 2005, 2008, 2011, 2014, 2017, 2020, 2022 

Botswana July 2024 1999, 2003, 2005, 2008, 2012, 2014, 2017, 2019, 2022 

Burkina Faso N/A 2008, 2012, 2015, 2017, 2019, 2022 

Burundi N/A 2012, 2014 

Cabo Verde Aug.-Sept. 2024 2002, 2005, 2008, 2011, 2014, 2017, 2019, 2022 

Cameroon Feb.-March 2024 2013, 2015, 2018, 2021, 2022 

Chad Feb.-April 2025 N/A 

Comoros May-June 2025 N/A 

Congo-Brazzaville Sept.-Oct. 2024 2023 

Côte d'Ivoire Jan. 2024 2013, 2014, 2017, 2019, 2021 

Egypt N/A 2013, 2015 

Eswatini April-May 2025 2013, 2015, 2018, 2021, 2022 

Ethiopia N/A 2013, 2020, 2023 

Gabon April-May 2024 2015, 2017, 2020, 2021 

Gambia, The April-May 2024 2018, 2021, 2022 

Ghana Aug. 2024 1999, 2002, 2005, 2008, 2012, 2014, 2017, 2019, 2022 

Guinea May-June 2024 2013, 2015, 2017, 2019, 2022 

Guinea-Bissau July-Sept. 2025 N/A 

Kenya April-May 2024 2003, 2005, 2008, 2011, 2014, 2016, 2019, 2021 

Lesotho March 2024 2000, 2003, 2005, 2008, 2012, 2014, 2017, 2020, 2022 

Liberia July-Aug. 2024 2008, 2012, 2015, 2018, 2020, 2022 

Madagascar Oct.-Nov. 2024 2005, 2008, 2013, 2015, 2018, 2022 

Malawi Aug. 2024 1999, 2003, 2005, 2008, 2012, 2014, 2017, 2019, 2022 

Mali Oct.-Nov. 2024 2001, 2002, 2005, 2008, 2013, 2014, 2017, 2020, 2022 

Mauritania Dec. 2024-Jan. 2025 2022 

Mauritius April-May 2024 2012, 2014, 2017, 2020, 2022 

Morocco Feb.-March 2024 2013, 2015, 2018, 2021, 2022 

Mozambique July-Sept. 2025 2002, 2005, 2008, 2012, 2015, 2018, 2021, 2022 

Namibia March 2024 1999, 2003, 2006, 2008, 2012, 2014, 2017, 2019, 2021 

Niger N/A 2013, 2015, 2018, 2020, 2021 

Nigeria June-July 2024 2000, 2003, 2005, 2008, 2013, 2015, 2017, 2020, 2022 

São Tomé and Príncipe Sept.-Nov. 2024 2015, 2018, 2022 

Senegal Feb.-March 2025 2002, 2005, 2008, 2013, 2014, 2017, 2021, 2022 

Seychelles Aug. 2024 2022 

Sierra Leone March-April 2025 2012, 2015, 2018, 2020, 2022 

South Africa June-Aug. 2025 2000, 2002, 2006, 2008, 2011, 2015, 2018, 2021, 2022 

Sudan N/A 2013, 2015, 2018, 2021, 2022 

Tanzania June-July 2024 2001, 2003, 2005, 2008, 2012, 2014, 2017, 2021, 2022 

Togo July 2024 2012, 2014, 2017, 2021, 2022 

Tunisia Feb.-March 2024 2013, 2015, 2018, 2020, 2022 

Uganda Jan.-Feb. 2024 2000, 2002, 2005, 2008, 2012, 2015, 2017, 2019, 2022 

Zambia July 2024 1999, 2003, 2005, 2009, 2013, 2014, 2017, 2020, 2022 

Zimbabwe June 2024 1999, 2004, 2005, 2009, 2012, 2014, 2017, 2021, 2022 
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