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What is Afrobarometer

▪ Pan-African, non-partisan 
survey research network 

providing reliable data on 

African experiences and 
evaluations of democracy, 

governance, and quality of life. 

▪ Goal: To give African publics a 

voice in policy and decision 

making.

▪ In total, by end of July 2025 AB 

will have conducted more 
than 280 surveys with nearly 

440,000 respondents across 45 

African countries.





Methodology at a glance

▪ Nationally representative sample 

of adult citizens (aged 18+).

▪ Face-to-face interviews in the 

language of the respondent’s 

choice.

▪ Standard questionnaire allows 

comparisons across countries 

and over time.

▪ Sample sizes of 1,200 to 2,400 

adult citizens yield margins of 

sampling error of +/-2 to 3.



Water supply as a priority 

for African countries 



Most important problems | 38 countries | 2024/2025

Respondents were asked: : In your opinion, what are the most important 

problems facing this country that government should address? (Up to three 

responses per respondent. Figure shows % of respondents who cite each 

problem as one of their priorities.) 
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Water supply as a top 

priority
| 38 countries

| 2024/2025

Respondents were asked: 

In your opinion, what are the 

most important problems facing 

this country that government 

should address? (Up to three 

responses per respondent. Figure 

shows % of respondents who cite 

water supply as one of their 

priorities.)
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Water supply as a top priority | by urban-rural location 

and lived poverty | 38 countries | 2024/2025

Respondents were asked: In your opinion, what are the most important 

problems facing this country that government should address? (Up to three 

responses per respondent. Figure shows % of respondents who cite water 

supply as one of their priorities.)
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Access to clean water



Went without 

enough clean 
water 

| 38 countries

| 2024/2025

Respondents were 

asked: 

Over the past year, how 

often, if ever, have you 

or anyone in your family 

gone without enough 

clean water for home 

use? 
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Went without enough clean water |by urban-rural 

location and lived poverty | 38 countries | 2024/2025

Respondents were asked: Over the past year, how often, if ever, have you or 

anyone in your family gone without enough clean water for home use? 
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Went without enough clean water | 32 

countries | 2014-2025

Respondents were asked: Over the past year, how often, if ever, have you or 

anyone in your family gone without enough clean water for home use? 
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Water infrastructure 
and sources



Piped water 

system and 
borehole/tubewell 

in the enumeration 

| 38 countries
| 2024/2025

Afrobarometer field 
researchers were asked to 
record: Are the following 
services present in the 
primary sampling 
unit/enumeration area: 
Piped water system that 
most houses can access? 
Borehole or tubewell? (% 
“yes”)
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Piped water system and borehole/tubewell in the 

enumeration area| by urban-rural location and lived 
poverty | 38 countries | 2024/2025 

Afrobarometer field researchers were asked to record: Are the following 

services present in the primary sampling unit/enumeration area: Piped water 

system that most houses can access? Borehole or tubewell? (% “yes”)
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Main source of water for household use | by urban-rural 

location and lived poverty | 38 countries | 2024/2025 

Respondents were asked: What is your main source of water for household use?
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Main source of water for household use | by lived 

poverty | 38 countries | 2024/2025 

Respondents were asked: What is your main source of water for household use? 
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Piped water 

system and 
borehole/tubewell 

in the enumeration 

| 38 countries
| 2024/2025

Afrobarometer field researchers 

were asked to record: Are the 

following services present in the 

primary sampling 

unit/enumeration area: Piped 

water system that most houses 

can access? Borehole or 

tubewell? (% “yes”)
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Reduced water consumption or change in water sources 

due to changing weather patterns (%)| 38 countries
| 2024/2025 

Respondents were asked: Here are a range of actions that some people have had to take 
because of climate changes or changing weather patterns. Please tell me whether you or your 
family have had to do any of the following in the past five years: Change the source or reduce 
the amount of water that you use. (% “yes”) 
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Sewerage and access 
to a toilet



Sewage system in 

the enumeration 
area 

| 38 countries

| 2024/2025

Afrobarometer field 

researchers were asked 

to record: Are the 

following services 

present in the primary 

sampling 

unit/enumeration area: 

Sewage system that 

most houses can 

access? (% “yes”)
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Sewage system in the enumeration area | by urban-rural 

location and lived poverty | 38 countries | 2024/2025 

Afrobarometer field researchers were asked to record: Are the following services 

present in the primary sampling unit/enumeration area: Sewage system that 

most houses can access? (% “yes”)
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Location of toilet 

or latrine 
| 38 countries

| 2024/2025

Afrobarometer field 

researchers were asked 

to record: Are the 

following services 

present in the primary 

sampling 

unit/enumeration area: 

Sewage system that 

most houses can 

access? (% “yes”)
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Location of toilet or latrine | by urban-rural location and 

lived poverty| 38 countries | 2024/2025 

Respondents were asked: Please tell me whether each of the following is 

available inside your house, inside your compound, or outside your compound: 

A toilet or latrine?
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Change in 
proportion of 
households without 
access to a 
toilet/latrine                        
(percentage points) 
| 30 countries
| 2014-2025

Figure shows change, in percentage 
points, between survey rounds in 
2014/2015 and 2024/2025 in the 
proportion of respondents who say 
they do not have access to a toilet or 
latrine inside their house, inside their 
compound, or outside their 
compound.
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Government 
performance on 
providing water and 

sanitation services



Government 

performance on 
providing water 

and sanitation 

| 38 countries
| 2024/2025

Respondents were 

asked: How well or 

badly would you say 

the current 

government is 

handling the 

following matters, or 

haven’t you heard 

enough to say: 

Providing water and 

sanitation services?
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Government performance on providing water and 

sanitation | by urban-rural location and lived poverty
| 38 countries | 2024/2025 

Respondents were asked: How well or badly would you say the current 

government is handling the following matters, or haven’t you heard enough to 

say: Providing water and sanitation services?
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Change in positive 

evaluations of 

government performance 

on providing water and 

sanitation services 

(percentage points) 

| 30 countries

| 2014-2025

Figure shows change, in percentage 
points, between survey rounds in 
2014/2015 and 2024/2025 in the 
proportion of respondents who say 
“fairly well” or “very well”
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Download AD1153:

 Water supply high on Africans’ policy agenda amid persistent 
access and service gaps



www.afrobarometer.org
#VoicesAfrica on Twitter, Facebook, 

LinkedIn, Instagram.

Do your own data analysis – on any 

question, for any country and survey 

round.

It’s easy and free at 

www.afrobarometer.org/online-data-

analysis.
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