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Summary

Access to justice for all is a cornerstone of democracy and good governance, empowering
citizens to exercise their rights and hold the powerful accountable (United Nations, 2023;
Logan, 2017). The government of Lesotho has stated its commitment to promoting access to
justice and the rule of law as highlighted in the United Nations’ (2015) Sustainable
Development Goal 16 (United Nations, 2015). Through the Ministry of Justice, Lesotho “aspires
to provide an effective, transparent, efficient and equitable justice system,” an aspiration
reflected in its national strategic development plan (Government of Lesotho, 2023, 2025).

However, the country’s justice system has been plagued by alleged human-rights abuses
(including instances of police torture), a backlog of cases, long trial delays, and weak judicial
independence (Ramafole, Makhera, & Edorama, 2019; Rickard, 2018, 2019; Freedom House,
2012.

In an attempt to address these challenges, Lesotho included the justice sector in a multi-
sectoral reform process, leading to recommendations to strengthen the rule of law and
human rights; accountability mechanisms to monitor excesses, corruption, maladministration,
and poor service delivery by justice institutions; and the independence of the judicial process
and the judiciary (Ramafole, Makhera, & Edorama, 2019).

The National Reforms Authority included these recommendations in the Eleventh
Amendment to the Constitution Bill (2022), but Parliament failed to pass the bill, and the
reforms process has stalled (Freedom House, 2024).

On justice for marginalised groups, a recent International Commission of Jurists (2025) report
highlights that despite some progress, much sfill needs to be done to ensure access to justice
for people living with disabilities.

This dispatch reports on results from a special survey module on access 1o justice included in
Afrobarometer’s Round 10 surveys.

Findings show that only about half of Basotho are confident that ordinary people can obtain
justice in the courts, and only a third believe they could afford to take a case to court. A
majority would instead try to resolve a legal problem through a fraditional chief or traditional
court. Public trust in the courts has decreased over the past decade, while perceptions of
corruption among judges and magistrates have increased.

Maijorities say that people are treated unequally under the law and that judges often make
decisions based on the wishes of powerful people rather than on the law.
Afrobarometer surveys

Afrobarometer is a pan-African, nonpartisan survey research network that provides reliable
data on African experiences and evaluations of democracy, governance, and quality of life.
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Ten survey rounds in 45 countries have been completed since 1999. Round 10 surveys
(2024/2025) cover 38 countries. Afrobarometer’'s National Partners conduct face-to-face
interviews in the language of the respondent’s choice.

The Afrobarometer team in Lesotho, led by Advision Lesotho, interviewed a nationally
representative, random, stratified probability sample of 1,200 adult Basotho in March 2024. A
sample of this size yields country-level results with a margin of error of +/-3 percentage poinfts
at a 95% confidence level. Previous standard Afrobarometer surveys were conducted in
Lesotho in 2000, 2003, 2005, 2008, 2012, 2014, 2017, 2020, and 2022.

Key findings
" Fewer than half (48%) of Basotho say they feel “somewhat confident” or “very
confident” that ordinary people can obtain justice in the courts.

"' If they had a case that needed to go to court, a majority (56%) of citizens say they
think it would be resolved fairly, but only about one-third say they could afford to take
the case to court (33%) and obtain the necessary legal support (30%).

o Fewer than one-quarter (23%) say they are aware of legal-aid services that are
available in their community.

" Two-thirds (66%) of citizens say they would turn to a traditional leader or traditional
court to try to resolve a legal problem, while 19% would go to the police. Only 2% say
they would go to a formal local court.

" Only about half (49%) of survey respondents say they trust the courts “somewhat” or
“alot,” down 17 percentage points since 2014.

"' Nearly three in 10 citizens (28%) say that “most” or “all” judges and magistrates are
corrupt, up 12 percentage points since 2014.

" About two-thirds of Basotho say that people are “often” or “always” treated
unequally under the law (65%) and that officials who break the law frequently go
unpunished (67%).

" A majority (58%) say that judges and magistrates “often” or “always” decide cases
based on the influence of powerful people, rather than based on the law.

B About sixin 10 Basotho (58%) say the death penalty is a fair punishment for the most
serious crimes, while 40% say it is never justified.

Do the courts provide justice?

Providing access to justice requires a legal framework that ordinary people understand, can
afford, and trust to apply the law fairly, with legal counsel that is available and affordable
(International Commission of Jurists, 2012). Perhaps the overriding question, in assessing
access to justice, is whether citizens are confident that they can obtain justice in the court
system.

In Lesotho, fewer than half (48%) of citizens say they feel “somewhat confident” (32%) or
“very confident” (16%) that ordinary people who are wronged can obtain justice in the
courts (Figure 1). Fully half (50%) express littfle or no such confidence.

Confidence that the courts provide justice is sfronger among men (51%) than women (45%)
and among rural residents compared fo urbanites (54% vs. 40%) (Figure 2).
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Faith in the courts drops sharply as respondents’ educational level increases, from 62%
among those with no formal schooling to just 32% among those with post-secondary
qualifications. Confidence is significantly greater in the Senqu River Valley (59%) than in the
Lowlands (45%).

Figure 1: Can people obtain justice in the courts? | Lesotho | 2024

® Very confident
Somewhat confident

= Not very confident

m Not at all confident

Don't know/
Refused

Respondents were asked: In general, how confident are you that ordinary citizens who are wronged
can obtain justice in the courtsg

Figure 2: Confidence that people can obtain justice in the courts | by demographic
group | Lesotho | 2024
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Men mm7eem 34%
Rural mem20%mm 34%
Peri-urban 7 35%
Urban mme7e 29%
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Secondary m3%m 36%
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m Very confident Somewhat confident

Respondents were asked: In general, how confident are you that ordinary citizens who are wronged
can obtain justice in the courtse
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Access to courts and legal services

Responses to Afrobarometer’s battery of questions about the judicial system shed some light
on why a substantial proportion of Basotho lack confidence in their ability to obtain justice in
the courts. Starting with questions related to access to the courts and to legal services, we
find that only one-third (33%) of Basotho think that if they had a case that needed to go to
court, they could probably afford to pursue the case (Figure 3).

And while more than half (56%) think that such a case would be resolved fairly, only 42%
expect that it would be resolved within a reasonable time period.

Figure 3: Expectations regarding a court case | Lesotho | 2024

100%
80%
Somewhat likely/
60% Very likely
40% Don't know/
Refused
20% m Noft very likely/
Not at all likely
0%
Could afford to Case would be Case would be
take the case to resolved within resolved fairly
court reasonable fime

Respondents were asked: If you had a case that needed fo go to court, how likely do you think it is
that: You could afford to take the case to court? The case could be resolved in a reasonable amount
of time? You could get a fair resolution in the courts2

Expectations of fairness and fimeliness of court resolutions show few major differences by
demographic group. Urban residents are more likely than their rural counterparts to say it is
“somewhat likely” or “very likely” that they could get a fair resolution in court (57% vs. 51%)
(Figure 4). This belief is also more common among the most educated (63%) and
economically better-off (58%) citizens than among their less educated and poorer
counterparts.!

As for a timely resolution, peri-urbanites are less opfimistic than rural and urban residents (34%
vs. 42%-43%), as are the poorest (36%) compared to the moderately poor and the well-off
(43%).

1 Afrobarometer’s Lived Poverty Index (LPI) measures respondents’ levels of material deprivation by asking how
often they or their families went without basic necessities (enough food, enough water, medical care, enough
cooking fuel, and a cash income) during the preceding year. For more on lived poverty, see Mattes and Patel
(2022).
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Figure 4: Likelihood of fair and timely resolution of a court case | by demographic
group | Lesotho | 2024

Women 56% . 43%
Men 57% I %
Rurall 51% . 42%
Peri-urban 54% . 34%
Urban 57% . 43%
18-35 years 55% . 4%
36-45 years 58% . 4%
46-55years  60% I 47%
Over 55 years 55% P 40%
No formal education 58% I 37%
Primary 56% . 42%
Secondary 54% P 43%
Post-secondary  63% P 40%
No/Low lived poverty 58% I 43%
Moderate lived poverty 54% - 43%
High lived poverty 55% . 36%
Fair resolution m Timely resolution

Respondents were asked: If you had a case that needed to go fo court, how likely do you think it is
that: The case could be resolved in a reasonable amount of fime ¢ You could get a fair resolution in the
courts? (% who say “somewhat likely” or “very likely”)

Most people considering taking a case to court will require legal advice or support from
lawyers or legal services. Do Basotho think they can find and afford such support?

A majority (56%) of survey respondents consider it “somewhat likely” or “very likely” that they
could find the legal advice or support they need, but only three in 10 (30%) think they could
probably afford to obtain it (Figure 5). These numbers leave a substantial proportion of the
population (37%) who think they couldn’t find the legal support they would need to pursue a
case in court, and a solid majority (64%) who say they couldn’t afford it even if they were
able to find it.

The costs of legal support and court action are a barrier for a majority of citizens across all
key demographic groups, including the economically well-off (Figure 6). Those experiencing
high lived poverty are particularly likely fo say it is “not very likely” or “not at all likely” that
they could afford court costs (70%) or legal support (67%).

More women than men say they probably can’t afford court costs (67% vs. 56%) or legal
support (67% vs. 61%). This assessment is also more common among rural residents (65% and
68%) than among urbanites (57% and 60%).
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Figure 5: Ability to find and afford legal support | Lesotho | 2024

100%
80% 30% Somewhat likely/
56% i Very likely
60%
Don't know/
40% Refused

m Nof very likely/
Noft at all likely

7%
-
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Could find needed legal Could afford to obtain legal
advice or support advice or support

Respondents were asked: If you had a legal problem like a serious complaint against a business or
member of your community, how likely do you think it is that: You could find the advice or support you
need from lawyers or legal services to address or resolve the problem? You could afford to obtain the

legal advice or support that you need?

Figure 6: Could not afford court case and legal support | by demographic group

| Lesotho | 2024

Average BT AR, 4%,
Women 67% I 67%
Men 56% I 61%
Rurall 65% I 68%
Peri-urban 667 I 62%
Urban 57% I 60%
18-35 years 61% I 65%
36-45 years 67% I 67%
46-55 years 463% I 62%
Over 55 years 59% 62%
No formal education 56% I 65%
Primary 467% I 69%
Secondary 61% I 61%
Post-secondary 51% I 54%
No/Low lived poverty 56% I 60%
Moderate lived poverty 63% I 66%
High lived poverty 70% 67%

® Could not afford court case

Respondents were asked:

Could not afford legal support

If you had a legal problem like a serious complaint against a business or member of your

community, how likely do you think it is that you could afford to obtain the legal advice or support

that you need?

If you had a case that needed to go to court, how likely do you think it is that you could afford to

take the case to court?

(% who say “noft very likely” or “not at all likely”)
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While legal-aid services might provide free or reduced-price legal services to people who
qualify, only 23% of Basotho say they are aware of legal-aid services that are available in
their community (Figure 7). Rural residents (20%) and the oldest citizens (over 55 years) (19%)
are particularly unlikely o be aware of legal-aid services that might be available to them.

Figure 7: Awareness of legal-aid services | by demographic group | Lesotho | 2024
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Women I 027
Men I 24%

Rural 20%
Peri-urban 29%
Urban 24%
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Over 55 years s 19%

No formal education mm——— 22%
Primary s 20%
Secondary N 24%
Post-secondary s 26%

No/Low lived poverty I 3%
Moderate lived poverty Il 3%
High lived poverty s 7%
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Respondents were asked: Are you aware of any legal aid services available to you and others in your
communitye (% "yes”)

Considering financial barriers and limited public expectations of the courts, it may be
unsurprising that a maijority of citizens say they would look elsewhere if they had a legall
problem. Asked where they would be most likely to go to try to find a resolution to a legal
problem such as “a serious complaint against a business or member of your community,”
only 2% say they would turn to a local court. More than eight in 10 cite a fraditional leader or
fraditional court (66%) or the police (19%) (Figure 8).

Looking at these top two preferences for where to seek a resolution to a legal problem,
women and men show only marginal differences, while rural residents are more likely than
peri-urban and urban residents to turn to a fraditional leader or traditional court (71% vs. 54%-
63%) and less likely to seek out the police (15% vs. 22%-29%) (Figure 9).

Compared to citizens with higher education, those with primary schooling or less are less
likely to say they would go to the police (17%) and more likely to turn to traditional
leaders/courts (71%). The preference for traditional leaders/courts increases with age.
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Figure 8: Where to go to resolve a legal problem | Lesotho | 2024

Traditional leader or traditional court [N 6%
Police I 19%

Family member or elder [l 5%
Alternative dispute resolution I 3%
Local court | 2%
Eiders | 1%
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Respondents were asked: If you had a legal problem like a serious complaint against a business or
member of your community, where would you be most likely to go to fry to find a resolution?

Figure 9: Where to go to resolve a legal problem | by demographic group
| Lesotho | 2024

Women
Men

Rural
Peri-urban
Urban

18-35 years
36-45 years
46-55 years
Over 55 years

No formal education
Primary

Secondary
Post-secondary

No/Low lived poverty
Moderate lived poverty
High lived poverty

0
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o

H Traditional leader or traditional court Police

Respondents were asked: If you had a legal problem like a serious complaint against a business or
member of your community, where would you be most likely to go to fry to find a resolution?
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Integrity, independence, and neutrality of the judiciary

In addition to issues of access, cost, and expectations of a fair and timely resolution, people’s
trust in the judiciary may influence their willingness to engage with the court system. How
confident are Basotho in the integrity of the system and the judges they would face?

Trust in the court system

About half (49%) of survey respondents say they trust the courts “somewhat” or “a lot,” while
47% express little or no such trust (Figure 10).2

Figure 10: Trust in courts of law | Lesotho | 2024

HA |of

= Somewhat
Just alittle

m Not at all

Don't know/
Refused

Respondents were asked: How much do you trust each of the following, or haven’t you heard enough
about them to say: Courts of law?

Rural and peri-urban residents express greater trust in the courts than urbanites (56% vs. 39%)
(Figure 11). Trust is also some stronger among men than women (51% vs. 47%) and among
youth compared to their elders (54% vs. 42%-47%). But the largest trust gap separates citizens
with post-secondary education (26%) from those with no formal schooling (66%).

Popular trust in the judicial system dropped by 24 percentage points between surveys in 2014
and 2020 before recovering 7 points (Figure 12).

Do your own analysis of Afrobarometer data — on any question,
for any country and survey round. It’s easy and free at
www.afrobarometer.org/online-data-analysis.

2 Due to rounding, percentages for combined categories reported in the text may differ slightly from the sum of
sub-categories shown in figures (e.g. 21% “just a little” and 27% “not at all” sum to 47%).
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Figure 11: Trust in courts of law | by demographic group | Lesotho | 2024
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Men Y/ LA
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Respondents were asked: How much do you trust each of the following, or haven’t you heard enough
about them to say: Courts of law?

Figure 12: Trust in courts of law | Lesotho | 2014-2024
100%

80%

66%

60% 54% 53%

49% —Somewhat/A lot

47%

40%
T o 42% 44% —— Just a little/Not at all

20%

0%
2014 2017 2020 2022 2024

Respondents were asked: How much do you trust each of the following, or haven’t you heard enough
about them to say: Courts of law?2
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Perceived corruption in the courts

One reason for significant public distrust may be perceptions of widespread corruption in the
judiciary. About three in 10 (28%) of Basotho see “most” or “all” judges and magistrates as
corrupt, in addition to 46% who say that “some of them" are corrupt. Only one in seven
citizens (14%) think there is no corruption among the country’s judges and magistrates (Figure
13).

Urban residents (36%) are more likely than peri-urban and rural residents (both 22%) to see
“most” or “all” judges and magistrates as corrupt (Figure 14). This perception increases
dramatically with citizens’ level of education, ranging from just 8% among those with no
formal schooling o 44% among those with post-secondary education.

Figure 13: Perceived corruption among judges and magistrates | Lesotho | 2024
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asked: How many
of the following

W Some people do you
think are involved
in corruption, or
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enough about
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Figure 14: Perceived corruption among judges and magistrates | by demographic
group | Lesotho | 2024
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Perceptions of widespread corruption among judges and magistrates have increased by 12
percentage points since 2014, while the share of those who say that “none of them™ are
corrupt has declined by 7 points (Figure 15).

Figure 15: Perceived corruption among judges and magistrates | Lesotho
| 2014-2024
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Respondents were asked: How many of the following people do you think are involved in corruption, or
haven’t you heard enough about them to say: Judges and magistrates?

Independence and neutrality of the courts

Lesotho’s Constitution enshrines the independence of the judiciary and the principles of
equality under the law and freedom from discrimination for all citizens irrespective of race,
colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property,
and birth (Kingdom of Lesotho, 1993). However, the government has been involved in cases
indicating serious threats to the independence of the judiciary, as in the prime minister’s
removal of Chief Justice Nthomeng Majara (Rickard, 2018) and the director of public
prosecutions’ recent court battles with the prime minister (Lesotho Times, 2025).

On the ground, survey findings show that about two-thirds (65%) of Basotho say that people
are “often” or “always” freated unequally under the law (Figure 16). Two-thirds (67%) say
officials who commit crimes frequently go unpunished, while only 36% say the same thing
regarding ordinary people who break the law.

And a majority (58%) say that judges and magistrates “often” or “always” decide cases
based on the influence of political leaders, government officials, or other powerful people,
rather than based on the law.

Moreover, citizens see differences in the sentences given to ordinary people who break the
low compared to penalties assessed when political leaders, government officials, and other
powerful people are convicted of crimes. Survey respondents are five times more likely to see
sentences given to the powerful as too lenient (75%) than sentences given to ordinary
lowbreakers (14%). And while only 4% see penalties given to the powerful as too harsh, 13
times as many (51%) say the same about sentences for ordinary lawbreakers (Figure 17).
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Figure 16: (In)equality under the law | Lesotho | 2024

Officials who commit crimes go
unpunished

67% 26%
People treated unequally under law 65% 32%

Judges decide cases based on influence
of powerful people rather than the law

58% 32%

Ordinary people who commit crimes go

unpunished 36% 60%
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m Often/Always Rarely/Never

Respondents were asked: In your opinion, how often, in this country: Do judges and magistrates decide
cases based on the influence of political leaders, government officials, or other powerful people, rather
than based on the law? Are people treated unequally under the law? Do officials who commit crimes
go unpunished? Do ordinary people who break the law go unpunished?

Figure 17: Severity of penalties for crimes | ordinary people vs. powerful people
| Lesotho | 2024

100%
60% 51%
40% 32%
14% 15%
. | G
O% |
Too lenient About right Too harsh Don't know/
Refused
® Ordinary people Powerful people

Respondents were asked:
In general, when ordinary people are convicted of crimes in this counftry, do you think that the
punishments handed down to them, such as fines or jail or prison sentences, are too harsh, foo
lenient, or generally about right, or haven't you heard enough to say¢
In general, when political leaders, government officials, or other powerful people are convicted of
crimes in this country, do you think that the punishments handed down to them, such as fines or jail
or prison sentences, are too harsh, too lenient, or generally about right, or haven’t you heard
enough to say?

Executive respect for the rule of law

In the eyes of Basotho, the rule of law requires respect for the country’s laws and courts at all
levels of society. More than eight in 10 cifizens (82%) say the prime minister “*must always
obey the laws and the courts, even if he thinks they are wrong” (Figure 18). Only 17% instead
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think the prime minister “should not be bound by laws or court decisions that he thinks are
wrong."”

Similarly, 62% say that Parliament should ensure that the prime minister regularly explains how
his administration uses taxpayers’ money.

In practice, fewer than half of citizens say the prime minister usually respects these mandates,
“rarely” or “never” ignoring the country’'s laws and courts (43%) and Parliament (49%).

Figure 18: Prime ministerial respect for the rule of law | Lesotho | 2024

100%
82%
80%
62%
60% A
o 43% 49%
40%
20%
0%
Prime minister  Prime minister Prime minister  Prime minister
must obey laws must account rarely/never rarely/never
and court to Parlioment ignores laws ignores
and courts Parliament

Respondents were asked:
Which of the following statements is closest to your view?2
Statement 1: Since the prime minister was elected to lead the country, he should not be bound by
laws or court decisions that he thinks are wrong.
Statement 2: The prime minister must always obey the laws and the courts, even if he thinks they
are wrong.
(% who agree with Statement 2)

Which of the following statements is closest to your view?e

Statement 1: Parliament should ensure that the prime minister explains to it on a regular basis how
his government spends faxpayers’ money.

Statement 2: The prime minister should be able to devote his full attention to developing the
country rather than wasting fime justifying his actions.

(% who agree with Statement 1)

In your opinion, how often, in this country: Does the prime minister ignore the courts and laws of this
countrye Does the prime minister ignore Parliament and just do what he wantse

Views on the death penalty

Afrobarometer also asked survey respondents about their views on the death penalty.
Lesotho law allows for the death penalty, though no execution has been carried out since
1995 (Advocates for Human Rights, 2024).

Nearly six in 10 Basotho (58%) say the death penalty is a fair punishment for people who
commit the most serious crimes, such as murder, while 40% say it can never be justified
(Figure 19).

Differences by demographic group are quite pronounced on the death-penalty question
(Figure 20). More women than men endorse the use of capital punishment (62% vs. 55%).
Urban (63%) and peri-urban (62%) residents are more supportive of the death penalty than
rural residents (54%). Support is highest among senior citizens (64%) and notably low among
people with no formal education (50%) and those experiencing high lived poverty (53%).
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Figure 19: Views on the death penalty | Lesotho | 2024
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Respondents were asked: Which of the following statements is closest to your view?

Statement 1: The death penalty is a fair punishment for people who have committed the most serious
crimes, such as murder.

Statement 2: There is no crime for which the death penalty can be justified.

Figure 20: Views on the death penalty | by demographic group | Lesotho | 2024
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= Death penalty can never be justified
Respondents were asked: Which of the following statements is closest to your view?g
Statement 1: The death penalty is a fair punishment for people who have committed the most serious

crimes, such as murder.
Statement 2: There is no crime for which the death penalty can be justified.
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Conclusion

If access to justice is o become a redlity in Lesotho, Afrobarometer survey findings point to a
list of challenges for the country’s legal system. Only about half of citizens have confidence
in obtaining justice from the courts, and few think they could afford to take a case to court if
they needed to. Most would instead look to traditional justice systemes.

As perceptions of corruption in the courts rise, popular trust is declining, with many believing
that people are not freated equally under the law and that judges and magistrates operate
under the influence of powerful people.

Copyright ©Afrobarometer 2026 16



AFRG
BAROMETER

Let the people have a say
References

Advocates for Human Rights. (2024). Lesotho joint stakeholder report for the United Nations
universal periodic review: The death penalty.

Freedom House. (2012). Politics of judicial independence in Lesotho
Freedom House. (2024). Freedom in the world 2024: Lesotho.
Government of Lesotho. (2023). National strategic development plan |l: Strategic focus 2023/24-

2027/28.

Government of Lesotho. (2025). Ministry of justice and law.

International Commission of Jurists. (2012). The ICJ delaration on access to justice and right to a
remedy in international human rights systems. .

International Commission of Jurists. (2025). From exclusion to equality: Advancing access to justice
for people with disabilities in Lesotho.

Kingdom of Lesotho. (1993). The constitution of Lesotho
Lesotho Times. (2025). DPP Motinyane speaks. 3 October.

Logan, C. (2017). Ambitious SDG goal confronts challenging realities: Access to justice is still elusive
for many Africans. Afrobarometer Policy Paper 39.

Mattes, R., & Patel, J. (2022). Lived poverty resurgent. Afrobarometer Policy Paper 84.
Ramafole, M., Makhera, N., & Edorama, E. (2019). Justice reforms.
Rickard, C. (2018). Lesotho independence of the judiciary in peril. AfricanLIl.

Rickard, C. (2019). Magistrates in Lesotho introduce new deal for awaiting trial prisoners. AfricanLIl.

United Nations. (2015). Transforming our world: The 2030 agenda for sustainable development.

United Nations. (2023). High-level debate of the United Nations General Assembly on “Equal access
to justice for all: Advancing reforms for peaceful, just and inclusive societies.”

Copyright ©Afrobarometer 2026 17


https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/news/ugandas-controversial-anhttps:/www.theadvocatesforhumanrights.org/Res/Lesotho%20UPR%20DP%20FINAL%20(1).pdf
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/news/ugandas-controversial-anhttps:/www.theadvocatesforhumanrights.org/Res/Lesotho%20UPR%20DP%20FINAL%20(1).pdf
https://freedomhouse.org/sites/default/files/Politics%20%20of%20Judicial%20Independence%20in%20Lesotho.pdf
https://freedomhouse.org/country/lesotho/freedom-world/2024
http://www.publicworksandtransport.gov.ls/digicom/uploads/NSDP_II_2023_24_2027_28.pdf
http://www.publicworksandtransport.gov.ls/digicom/uploads/NSDP_II_2023_24_2027_28.pdf
https://moj.gov.ls/Home.html
https://www.icj.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/Congress-Declaration-adoptedFINAL.pdf
https://www.icj.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/Congress-Declaration-adoptedFINAL.pdf
hthttps://www.icj.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Disability-Report.pdf
hthttps://www.icj.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Disability-Report.pdf
https://www.gov.ls/download/lesotho-constitution/
https://lestimes.com/?p=88663
https://afrobarometer.org/sites/default/files/publications/Policy%20papers/ab_r6_policypaperno39_access_to_justice_in_africa_eng.pdf
https://afrobarometer.org/sites/default/files/publications/Policy%20papers/ab_r6_policypaperno39_access_to_justice_in_africa_eng.pdf
https://www.afrobarometer.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/PP84-PAP19-Lived-poverty-resurgent-Afrobarometer-Pan-Africa-Profile-30dec22.pdf
https://www.gov.ls/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/JUSTICE-SECTOR-EXTENDED-FINAL-REPORT.3.pdf
https://africanlii.org/fr/articles/2018-09-25/carmel-rickard/lesotho-independence-of-the-judiciary-in-peril
https://africanlii.org/articles/2019-08-29/carmel-rickard/magistrates-in-lesotho-introduce-new-deal-for-awaiting-trial-prisoners
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/21252030%20Agenda%20for%20Sustainable%20Development%20web.pdf
https://www.un.org/pga/77/wp-content/uploads/sites/105/2023/05/Concept-Note-GA-High-level-Debate-Equal-Access-to-Justice-for-All.pdf
https://www.un.org/pga/77/wp-content/uploads/sites/105/2023/05/Concept-Note-GA-High-level-Debate-Equal-Access-to-Justice-for-All.pdf

AFRG
BAROMETER

Let the people have a say

Libuseng Malephane is national investigator for Advision Lesotho, Afrobarometer’s National
Partner in Lesotho. Email: libusengmalephane@gmail.com.

Afrobarometer, a nonprofit corporation with headquarters in Ghana, is a pan-African,
nonpartisan research network. Regional coordination of National Partners in about 40
countries is provided by the Ghana Center for Democratic Development (CDD-Ghana), the
Institute for Justice and Reconciliation (IJR) in South Africa, the Institute for Development
Studies (IDS) at the University of Nairobi in Kenya, and Innovante Recherche en Economie et
Gouvernance (IREG) in Benin. Michigan State University and the University of Malawi provide
technical support to the network.

Financial support for Afrobarometer is provided by Sweden via the Swedish International
Development Cooperation Agency, the Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation
via the World Bank Think Africa Project, the Mo Ibrahim Foundation, the Open Society
Foundations - Africa, Luminate, the Ford Foundation, the William and Flora Hewlett
Foundation, the Mastercard Foundation, the David and Lucile Packard Foundation, the
Obama Foundation, the European Union Commission, the World Bank Group, the Population
Institute, the Cenfre for International Governance Innovation, the International Development
Research Centre (IDRC), the Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands in Uganda, the
Royal Embassy of Denmark in Uganda/Danida, and the German Federal Ministry for
Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) supported by the Deutsche Gesellschaft fir
Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GlZ) GmbH.

Donations help Afrobarometer give voice to African citizens. Please consider making a
donation to Afrobarometer. To make an online donation, kindly follow this link or this link. To
discuss institutional funding, contact Felix Biga (felixbiga@afrobarometer.org) or Runyararo
Munetsi (runyararo@afrobarometer.org).

Follow our releases on #VoicesAfrica.

O & 0 0 » O ¥

Afrobarometer Dispatch No. 1171 | 17 April 2026

Copyright ©Afrobarometer 2026 18



mailto:libusengmalephane@gmail.com
https://www.every.org/afrobarometer?viewport=mobile
https://africagiving.org/organisations/267
mailto:felixbiga@afrobarometer.org
mailto:runyararo@afrobarometer.org

