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Malawians say droughts, floods, soil erosion
have worsened, call for swift government action
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Summary

Malawi ranks 169t out of 187 countries on the ND-GAIN Country Index, reflecting high
vulnerability to climate change and low readiness to confront the menace (Notre Dame
Global Adaptation Initiative, 2024). Climate variability and exposure fo more complex,
frequent, and intense climate extremes constitute a key threat to agriculture and food
security in Malawi. The landlocked country relies heavily on agriculture, which contributes
23% of gross domestic product, 80% of export revenue, and one-fourth of employment
(World Bank, 2022; Malawi Investment and Trade Centre, 2025).

Over the past decade, Malawi's development growth has been hindered by numerous
extreme weather events, including floods, droughts, and storms. Tropical cyclones Ana, Idai,
Gombe, and especially Freddy have caused flooding and mudslides resulting in deaths and
the destruction of homes, livestock, crops, health facilities, roads, and other infrastructure
(Lutala & Makwero, 2023; Viano, 2024).

The government has made extensive policy and programmatic efforts to mitigate climate-
change impacts, although implementation remains a challenge. The National Climate
Change Management Policy (2016) aims fo mainstream climate action into national
development planning and guide both mitigation and adaptation strategies (Government
of Malawi, 2016). With a pledge to reduce greenhouse-gas emissions by 6% by 2040, energy-
sector reforms have also been central, with inifiatives such as the Malawi Rural Electrification
Programme and the Renewable Energy Strategy promoting solar, hydro, and mini-grid
projects to reduce reliance on biomass (Government of Malawi, 2017, 2021).

The government has also launched a number of initiatives and processes to help vulnerable
communities and ecosystems adapt to climate-change impacts, including the Nationally
Appropriate Mitigation Actions, a National Climate Change Response Framework, and
natfional adaptation plans (Government of Malawi, 2021). In forestry and land use, the
country has implemented forest landscape restoration and Reducing Emissions from
Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD+) programmes to mitigate deforestation and
enhance carbon sequestration (Government of Malawi, 2021). Despite these efforts,
evidence points fo little impact due to insufficient funding, weak institutional capabilities, and
reliance on donor funding, highlighting the disconnect between ambitious policy
formulation, implementation, and final outcomes (Kosamu, 2013).

Findings from the Afrobarometer Round 10 survey show that most Malawians report
worsening drought, soil erosion, and crop failure in their area over the past decade. Many
say they have taken steps to adapt to changing weather patterns, including changes in
crops and foods, livestock raising, and water use.

Copyright ©Afrobarometer 2026 1



AFR¢
BAROMETER

Let the people have a say

Among the three-fourths of citizens who have heard of climate change, most say that it is
making life worse and that their government and developed countries must take immediate
action to limit its impact.

Large majorities express support for government investment in weather-resilient infrastructure,
funding for wind and solar energy, a ban on tree cutting for fuel, and other policies in
response to changes in climate.

Afrobarometer surveys

Afrobarometer is a pan-African, non-partisan survey research network that provides reliable
data on African experiences and evaluations of democracy, governance, and quality of life.
Ten survey rounds in up to 45 countries have been completed since 1999. Round 10 surveys
(2024/2025) cover 38 countries. Afrobarometer’s national partners conduct face-to-face
interviews in the language of the respondent’s choice.

The Afrobarometer team in Malawi, led by the Centre for Social Research at the University of
Malawi, interviewed a nationally representative sample of 1,200 adult Malawians in August
2024. A sample of this size yields country-level results with a margin of error of +/-3
percentage points at a 95% confidence level. Previous surveys were conducted in 1999,
2003, 2005, 2008, 2012, 2014, 2017, 2019, and 2022.

Key findings

¥ Large majorities of Malawians say crop failure (86%) and droughts (77%) have
become more severe in their region over the past decade. Sixin 10 (61%) say land or
soil erosion has worsened.

o Residents in the Southern Region are most likely to report these impacts.

Many Malawians report having to adjust their lives in response to changing weather
patterns, including changing the crops they cultivate or foods they consume (58%),
reducing or rescheduling their outdoor work (38%), using less water or changing water
sources (29%), and reducing their livestock holdings or shifting grazing patterns (28% of
those who have livestock). More than two in 10 (23%) report having relocated.

More than three in four Malawians (77%) say they have heard of climate change.
Among those who are aware of climate change:

o Close to nine in 10 (87%) say climate change is making life in Malawi worse.
o Most (81%) say that human activities are the main cause of climate change.

o Eightin 10 (81%) say the government must take immediate action to limit climate
change, “even if it is expensive or causes some job losses or other harm to our
economy.” About same proportion call for climate action by developed
countries, including climate aid to Malawi.

There is strong public support for policies to address changing weather patterns and
environmental degradation, including infrastructure investment (93%), pressuring
developed countries to provide climate aid (82%), investment in wind and solar
technologies (78%), a ban on tree cutting for firewood or charcoal (75%), and a
mandatory switch to cookstoves that use cleaner fuels.
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Changes in weather conditions and their consequences

Afrobarometer asked survey respondents about their experiences, if any, with changing
weather conditions, the effects of such changes, and steps they have had to take in
response to changes in weather patterns.

The results show that large maijorities of Malawians say crop failure (86%) and droughts (77%)
have become "much more severe” or “somewhat more severe" in their area over the past
10 years (Figure 1). Sixin 10 (61%) say land or soil erosion has worsened.

Almost half of Malawians report that mudslides or landslides (47%) and floods (45%) have
become more severe.

Figure 1: Severity of weather-related events | Malawi | 2024
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Respondents were asked: In your experience, over the past 10 years, has there been any change in the
severity of the following events in the area where you live: Drought? Flooding? Crop failure¢ Mudslides
or landslidese Land or soil erosion? Have they become more severe, less severe, or stayed about the
same?¢

By region, the South appears most strongly affected by all of these climate-related
occurrences (Figure 2). The Central and Northern regions are about equally likely to report
increasingly severe crop failure, droughts, and erosion, while the North complains more
about floods and the Central Region more about mudslides or landslides.

In substantial numbers, Malawians report that they have had to make adjustments to their
lives during the past five years in response to changing weather patterns (Figure 3). A
maijority (58%) say they have made changes in the types of crops they grow or the foods
they eat, while 38% say they have reduced the amount or fimes of work they do outside.
Three in 10 (29%) report reducing the amount of water they use or changing its source, and
almost one in four (23%) say they have had to move to a different place. Among
respondents who have livestock, 28% report changing grazing patterns or reducing the
number of livestock.
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Figure 2: Increased severity of weather-related events | by region | Malawi | 2024
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Respondents were asked: In your experience, over the past 10 years, has there been any change in the
severity of the following events in the area where you live: Drought? Flooding? Crop failure? Mudslides
or landslides? Land or soil erosion2 Have they become more severe, less severe, or stayed about the
same? (% who say “somewhat more severe” or “much more severe”)

Figure 3: Actions taken in response to changing weather patterns | Malawi | 2024
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Respondents were asked: Here are a range of actions that some people have had to take because of
climate changes or changing weather patterns. Please tell me whether you or your family have had to
do any of the following in the past five years: Change the source or reduce the amount of water that
you use? Reduce the amount of work you do outdoors or work outdoors at different times2 Move to
another place? Change grazing patterns or reduce the number and type of livestock you keep?
Change the types of crops you plant or the types of food you eate (% who say “yes”)

*The question about livestock was posed only to people who have livestock.
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Comparing rural and urban residents, we see that urbanites are more likely to adapt their
water consumption or source (38% vs. 28%) and move to another location (33% vs. 21%),
while the two groups are fairly similar with regard to other changes (Figure 4).

When we disaggregate the findings by region, we find that Southerners are most likely to
report changes in crops or food (64%), adjustments in water use (32%), and relocation (26%),
while adjustments to outdoor work habits are most common in the North (44%).

Figure 4: Actions taken in response to changing weather patterns | by urban-rural
location and region | Malawi | 2024

100%
80% 60%
80% e 41%
°  37% 38%
40% ° 8%  28% 28% OOk
21%

0%

Crop or food Work Changesin Livestock Relocation

changes adjustments water adjustments*

consumption or
source

m Urban ®mRural

I 54%

Crop or food changes 51%

P 60%
I 35%

Work adjustments 39%
P 44%
, — 32%
Changes to water consumption or source 27%
T 28% = South
outhern
. : I 24%
Livestock adjustments* 31% Central
A
m Northern
, — 26%
Relocation 20%
P 23%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Respondents were asked: Here are a range of actions that some people have had to take because of
climate changes or changing weather patterns. Please tell me whether you or your family have had to
do any of the following in the past five years. (% who say “yes”)

*The question about livestock was posed only to people who have livestock.

In ferms of lived poverty,! the poorest are somewhat more likely fo change their crops or
food, adjust their water usage, and relocate than their better-off counterparts (Figure 5).

I Afrobarometer’s Lived Poverty Index (LPI) measures respondents’ levels of deprivation by asking how often
they or their families went without basic necessities (enough food, enough water, medical care, enough cooking
fuel, and a cash income) during the preceding year. For more on lived poverty, see Mattes and Lekalake (2025).
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Figure 5: Actions taken in response to changing weather patterns | by lived poverty
| Malawi | 2024
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Respondents were asked: Here are a range of actions that some people have had to take because of
climate changes or changing weather patterns. Please tell me whether you or your family have had to
do any of the following in the past five years. (% who say “yes”)

*The question about livestock was posed only to people who have livestock.

Awareness of climate change

More than three-quarters (77%) of Malawians say they have heard about the concept of
climate change, while 23% say they have not (Figure 6).

Figure 6: Awareness of climate change | Malawi | 2024
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Respondents were asked: Have you heard about climate change, or haven't you had the chance to
hear about this yete

Awareness of climate change varies significantly across key demographic groups (Figure 7).
Men (82%) and urbanites (88%) are more likely to be familiar with the concept than women
(72%) and rural residents (75%). As might be expected, awareness increases sharply with
respondents’ education level, ranging from 60% among those with no formal schooling to
88% among those with secondary or post-secondary qualifications.

Copyright ©Afrobarometer 2026



AFR¢
BAROMETER

Let the people have a say

Perhaps based on their experience of weather-related impacts, people in the South are
more aware of climate change (86%) than those in other regions (70%-71%). One
unexpected finding is that economically well-off respondents (72%) are less likely to have
heard of climate change than those experiencing moderate or high levels of lived poverty
(78%-79%).

Figure 7: Awareness of climate change | by demographic group | Malawi | 2024
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Respondents were asked: Have you heard about climate change, or haven't you had the chance to
hear about this yete (% who say “yes”)

Effect of climate change

Among those who say they had heard of climate change, almost nine in 10 (87%) say it is
making life in Malawi worse, including 61% who say “much worse"” (Figure 8). These
perceptions have remained consistently high (above 80%) over the past eight years (Figure
9).

Figure 8: Is climate change making life worse or better? | Malawi | 2024
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Respondents who had heard of climate change were asked: Do you think climate change is making life

in Malawi better or worse, or haven't you heard enough to say¢ (Respondents who had not heard of
climate change are excluded.)
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Figure 9: Climate change is making life worse | Malawi | 2017-2024
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Respondents who had heard of climate change were asked: Do you think climate change is making life
in Malawi better or worse, or haven't you heard enough to say? (% who say “somewhat worse” or
“much worse”) (Respondents who had not heard of climate change are excluded.)

Assessments that climate change is having a negative impact on the quality of life are also
consistently high across key demographic groups (Figure 10). They increase with
respondents’ experience of lived poverty, ranging from 81% among well-off citizens to 92%
among the poorest, and are more common in the South (93%) than in the other regions
(81%-83%).

Figure 10: Climate change is making life worse | by demographic group | Malawi
| 2024
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Respondents who had heard of climate change were asked: Do you think climate change is making life

in Malawi better or worse, or haven't you heard enough to say¢ (% who say “somewhat worse"” or
“much worse"”) (Respondents who had not heard of climate change are excluded.)
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Causes of climate change

Among respondents who are aware of climate change, eight in 10 (81%) say it is primarily
caused by human activities such as burning fossil fuels, while 16% attribute it fo natural
weather patterns or processes (Figure 11).

Figure 11: Main causes of climate change | Malawi | 2024
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Respondents who had heard of climate change were asked: People have different ideas about what
causes climate change. What about you? Which of the following do you think is the main cause of
climate, or haven't you heard enough to say: Human activity, like cutting down forests, or burning fuel
and other activities that pollute the atmosphere ¢ Natural weather patterns or natural processes?
(Respondents who had not heard of climate change are excluded.)

As for who is mainly responsible for causing climate change, more than two-thirds (68%) of
respondents familiar with climate change assign the blame to the people, businesses, and
government of Malawi, while only 19% cite people, businesses, and governments in other
parts of the world (Figure 12).

Figure 12: Who is responsible for causing climate change? | Malawi | 2024
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Respondents who had heard of climate change were asked: Who do you think is most responsible for
causing climate change: The people, businesses, and government of Malawi2 People, businesses, and
governments in other parts of the world2 (Respondents who had not heard of climate change are
excluded.)
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Addressing climate change

Malawians seek a multisectoral approach to addressing climate change. Fully eight in 10
(81%) of those aware of climate change call on their government to act now to limit the
threat in the future, “even if it is expensive or causes some job losses or other harm to our
economy” (Figure 13).

About the same proportion say that rich or developed countries must take steps to fight
climate change (80%) and have an obligation to help Malawi finance its response to the
menace (80%).

Figure 13: Who must act to limit climate change | Malawi | 2024
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Respondents who had heard of climate change were asked: For each of the following statements,
please tell me whether you disagree or agree:

It is important for our government to take steps now fo limit climate change in the future, even if it

is expensive or causes some job losses or other harm to our economy.

It is important for rich or developed countries that have done the most fo cause climate change
fo take steps now to limit climate change in the future, even if it is costly for those countries.

Rich or developed countries that have done the most fo cause climate change have an

obligation to help Malawi cover the costs of adapting and responding to the negative impacts of

climate change.
(Respondents who had not heard of climate change are excluded.)

Asked who has the primary responsibility for limiting climate change, the largest share (47%)
of Malawians point to their government. About three in 10 (28%) assign the task primarily to
ordinary citizens, while only 11%% look first to rich or developed countries (Figure 14).
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Figure 14: Who has primary responsibility for limiting climate change? | Malawi
| 2024
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Respondents who had heard of climate change were asked: Who do you think should have primary
responsibility for trying to limit climate change and reduce its impact? (Respondents who had not
heard of climate change are excluded.)

Policy recommendations in response to changing weather patterns

Afrobarometer asked all respondents, regardless of whether they had heard of climate
change, about their views on measures their government might take in response to
changing weather patterns and environmental degradation.

Overwhelming maijorities favour investing in climate-resilient infrastructure that can withstand
the impacts of storms and drought (93%) and increasing pressure on rich or developed
countries to support Malawi with climate aid (82%) (Figure 15). At least three out of four
respondents say the government should invest in wind and solar technologies to generate
electricity, even if it increases the price (78%), and should make it illegal for people to cut
down trees for firewood or charcoal, even if it means paying more for other sources of
energy (75%).

Two-thirds (67%) express support for requiring everyone to switch to cookstoves that use
cleaner fuels, such as electricity, gas, or propane, even if it would increase the cost of
cooking food.

Do your own analysis of Afrobarometer data — on any question,
for any country and survey round. It’s easy and free at
www.afrobarometer.org/online-data-analysis.
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Figure 15: Views on policies in response to changes in weather | Malawi | 2024
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Respondents were asked: There are many policies that our government could adopt in order to
respond to changing weather patterns and environmental degradation. Please tell me whether you
disagree or agree with each of the following options:
Make it illegal for people to cut down trees for firewood or charcoal, even if it means we have
to pay more for other sources of energy.
Require everyone to switch to cookstoves that use cleaner fuels like electricity, gas, or
propane, even if it means we have to pay more to cook our food.
Invest in improving infrastructure so our counfry can withstand more extreme floods and
droughts.
Put more pressure on rich and developed countries to provide resources to help Malawians
who are affected by climate change or changes in weather conditions.
Invest in wind and solar technologies to generate electricity, even if it increases the price.

Conclusion

Findings from the latest Afrobarometer survey provide strong evidence of Malawians’
commitment to addressing climate change. Most citizens are witnessing its harmful impacts,
as majorities report that drought, erosion, and crop failure have worsened over the past
decade. The effects of changes in weather patterns have led many to adjust their lives by
changing the types of crops they cultivate or the foods they consume, reducing their use of
water, and even relocating.

Among the three out of four Malawians who are aware of climate change, most blame
human activity as the cause and urge the government to act swiftly fo limit its impact, even
at considerable cost. They also call on developed countries to take urgent climate action,
including by helping to finance Malawi's response.

Overwhelming maijorities of Malawians support a range of policies to address changes in
weather patterns and environmental degradation, including investment in climate-resilient
infrastructure and renewable energy and a ban on cutting trees for frewood or charcoal.
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