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Half of Africans give their governments                 

failing marks on education 
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Ghambi 

 

Summary  

Education is widely recognised as one of the most impactful pathways toward social 

progress and economic development. Yet despite improvements, sub-Saharan Africa 

continues to lag behind the rest of the world in access to schooling and the achievement of 

gender parity in education (ISS African Futures, 2024; Moravec, 2025).  

According to UNESCO’s (2024) Global Education Monitoring Report, Africa is home to nearly 

30% of the world’s 244 million out-of-school children and youth aged 6-18. Children from low-

income households are disproportionally affected: The report highlights that 

they are five times more likely to be out of school than children from 

wealthier families. 

Moreover, the completion rate of Africa’s primary-school learners stands at 

around 65%, compared to the global average of 87%. African youth aged 

15-24 have a literacy rate of 75%, a far cry from the almost 90% found in 

other developing economies and emerging markets (Fornino & Tiffin, 2024). 

Like children from poor backgrounds, girls are confronted with particular challenges in 

realising their right to education, including child marriage, unintended and early 

pregnancies, sexual violence and abuse, harmful gender stereotypes, and unsafe and 

inadequate learning environments (African Union, 2024; Kimani & Karisa, 2025). 

Ahead of International Day of Education (24 January), this Pan-Africa Profile examines 

African citizens’ experiences and evaluations of their education systems. 

Afrobarometer Round 10 survey findings from 38 African countries show that while younger 

citizens have more education than their elders, educational attainment varies widely by 

country and reflects persistent disadvantages among women, the poor, and rural residents. 

While few respondents say that families still prioritise boys’ education over girls’, nearly three 

in 10 report that schoolgirls face discrimination, harassment, and requests for sexual favours 

from their teachers. But overwhelming majorities say that girls who become pregnant or have 

children should be allowed to continue their education and that sexuality education should 

be taught in school. 

With regard to their government’s performance on education, Africans are evenly divided: 

Only half say they are satisfied. Education ranks third among the most important problems 

that citizens think require urgent government action.  

Afrobarometer surveys 

Afrobarometer is a pan-African, non-partisan survey research network that provides reliable 

data on African experiences and evaluations of democracy, governance, and quality of life. 
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Ten survey rounds in up to 45 countries have been completed since 1999. Round 10 surveys 

(2024/2025) cover 38 countries. (See Appendix Table A.1 for a list of countries and fieldwork 

dates.) 

Afrobarometer’s national partners conduct face-to-face interviews in the language of the 

respondent’s choice with samples of 1,200-2,400 adults that yield country-level results with 

margins of error of +/-3 to +/-2 percentage points at a 95% confidence level. 

This 38-country analysis is based on 50,961 interviews. The data are weighted to ensure 

nationally representative samples. When reporting multi-country averages, all countries are 

weighted equally (rather than in proportion to population size). 

Key findings 

▪ On average across 38 African countries, almost six in 10 adults have secondary (39%) 

or post-secondary (18%) education, while 26% have primary schooling and 16% have 

no formal education. 

o Educational attainment varies widely across countries. Almost half of Guineans 

(49%) and Malians (52%) have no formal schooling, a condition that is almost 

unheard of in Mauritius, Zimbabwe, and Gabon. 

o Demographic groups also differ in educational attainment, reflecting persistent 

disadvantages for women, the poor, and rural residents. Younger Africans have 

more education than their elders. 

▪ Only 13% of respondents say girls are “often” or “always” prevented from attending 

school because their families prioritise boys’ education, though this figure ranges up 

to 27% in Malawi and 28% in Cameroon. 

o And more than twice as many (28%) say schoolgirls “often” or “always” face 

discrimination, harassment, and requests for sexual favours from their teachers. 

o Large majorities say that girls who become pregnant or have children should be 

allowed to continue their education (81%) and that sexuality education should be 

taught in school to help young people make informed decisions (73%). 

▪ About half (49%) of citizens think their government is performing “fairly well” or “very 

well” on education, while the other half (49%) give their leaders poor marks. Approval 

rates range from more than eight in 10 in Zambia (84%) and Tanzania (81%) to fewer 

than one in four in Nigeria (24%) and Congo-Brazzaville (22%). 

▪ Education ranks third among the most important problems that Africans want their 

governments to address, up from sixth place in 2021/2023. 

Educational attainment   

On average across 38 African countries, nearly two in 10 adults (18%) have post-secondary 

education, while a similar proportion (16%) report having no formal schooling. The largest 

share (39%) claim secondary school as their highest level of education, while 26% have 

primary schooling (Figure 1). 
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Figure 1: Educational attainment | 38 countries | 2024/2025 

 
Respondents were asked: What is your highest level of education? 

 

Countries vary widely in the education levels of their citizens (Figure 2). While nearly half of 

adults have post-secondary qualifications in Seychelles (48%), fewer than one in 10 citizens 

can say the same in Benin (9%), Zambia (9%), Mauritania (9%), São Tomé and Príncipe (8%), 

Mali (8%), Tanzania (7%), Madagascar (5%), Mozambique (5%), and Malawi (5%). 

Some form of formal education is nearly universal in Mauritius (99%), Zimbabwe (98%), Gabon 

(98%), Seychelles (97%), and South Africa (97%). At the other end of the spectrum, one-third 

or more of citizens report no formal schooling in Chad (33%), Sierra Leone (37%), Senegal 

(38%), Mauritania (38%), the Gambia (43%), Guinea (49%), and Mali (52%).  

Survey findings confirm that on average, younger Africans have more education than their 

elders (Figure 3). Across 38 countries, about two-thirds (67%) of respondents aged 18-35 have 

had at least some secondary education, compared to 55%, 49%, and 38% of the 

progressively older cohorts. Only one-tenth of young adults (11%) report having no formal 

education, fewer than half as many as among those above age 55 (26%). 

Educational attainment also varies significantly by respondents’ other demographic 

characteristics (Figure 4). Women are less likely than men to have secondary or post-

secondary education (54% vs. 62%) and more likely to lack formal education altogether (18% 

vs. 13%). 

The poorest respondents1 are more than three times as likely as the best-off to lack formal 

schooling (23% vs. 7%) and less than one-third as likely to have post-secondary qualifications 

(11% vs. 39%). 

The same pattern holds for rural vs. urban residents: 23% vs. 9% lack formal schooling, and 

10% vs. 26% have post-secondary education. 

 
1 Afrobarometer’s Lived Poverty Index (LPI) measures respondents’ levels of material deprivation by asking how 
often they or their families went without basic necessities (enough food, enough water, medical care, enough 
cooking fuel, and a cash income) during the preceding year. For more on lived poverty, see Mattes and Lekalake 
(2025). 
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Figure 2: Educational attainment | by country | 38 countries | 2024/2025 

 
Respondents were asked: What is your highest level of education? 
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Figure 3: Educational attainment | by age group | 38 countries | 2024/2025 

 
Respondents were asked: What is your highest level of education? 

Figure 4: Educational attainment | by urban-rural location, gender, and lived 

poverty | 38 countries | 2024/2025 

 
Respondents were asked: What is your highest level of education? 

 

Women’s 5-percentage-point disadvantage, on average, when it comes to having at least 

some level of formal education masks significant variation by country, including double-digit 

gaps in Guinea (22 percentage points), Benin (18 points), Comoros (16 points), Mali (13 

points), Liberia (11 points), and Guinea-Bissau (10 points) (Figure 5). Lesotho is the only 

surveyed country where the gap significantly favours women (by 10 percentage points), 

while 10 countries record gender parity (with differences of less than 3 percentage points). 
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Figure 5: Gender gaps in lack of formal education and achievement                           

of post-secondary education | 38 countries | 2024/2025 

Respondents were asked: What is your highest level of education? (The figures show the difference, in 

percentage points, between the percentage of women and men reporting lack of formal education 

(left) and achievement of post-secondary education (right). Positive numbers indicate more women 

than men; negative numbers indicate fewer women than men.)   
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Africa, Tunisia, and Seychelles report more women than men with higher education (by 9, 5, 

and 3 percentage points, respectively). 

Gender issues and public education 

While gender gaps in educational attainment reflect past discrimination against girls and 

women (UNESCO, 2023), most Africans (86%) say it is now rare or unheard of in their 

community for girls to be prevented from attending school because their families prioritise 

boys’ education (Figure 6). Still, on average across the 38 surveyed countries, 13% of 

respondents say this happens frequently, ranging up to 27% in Malawi and 28% in Cameroon.  

Figure 6: Girls prevented from going to school | 38 countries | 2024/2025  
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Moreover, once in school, girls face particular hurdles to academic success, including child 

marriage, lack of proper menstrual management support, domestic chores, and sexual 

abuse and discrimination, all of which disrupt girls’ school attendance and compromise their 

future economic and psychological well-being (Rodriguez, 2019). 

Across the 38 surveyed countries, almost three in 10 citizens (27%) say that schoolgirls are 

“often” or “always” discriminated against, harassed, or harangued for sexual favours by 

teachers. There is huge variation by country: Seven in 10 Gabonese (71%) and more than 

half (55%) of Cameroonians report that girl students frequently experience such treatment, 

while fewer than one in 10 say the same in Madagascar (9%) and Mauritius (2%) (Figure 7).  

Figure 7: Girls face discrimination and harassment in school | 38 countries                       

| 2024/2025 
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Teenage pregnancy and adolescent motherhood are also major hurdles to girls’ education, 

leading to high dropout rates, increased health risks, social stigma, and damaging economic 

effects that often linger throughout their lives (Thomas, 2025). 

Notably, Africans value the right to education for pregnant girls and school-age mothers: 

Citizens overwhelmingly (81%) endorse allowing girls who become pregnant or have children 

to continue their education, including 43% who “strongly agree” with the idea (Figure 8). 

Majorities in all surveyed countries agree (see Twum, Govender, & Asunka (2025) for more 

details).  

Figure 8: Girls who become pregnant should be allowed to stay in school                     

| 38 countries | 2024/2025 

 
Respondents were asked: For each of the following statements, please tell me whether you disagree or 

agree: Girls should be allowed to continue their schooling even if they become pregnant or have 

children. 
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Figure 9: Should schools teach sexuality education? | 38 countries | 2024/2025 

 
Respondents were asked: For each of the following statements, please tell me whether you disagree or 

agree: Schools should teach sexuality education to young people to help them make informed 

decisions. 
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Infrastructure and government performance on education 

Access to education generally requires access to a school. On average across 38 countries, 

Afrobarometer enumerators found that 76% of the enumeration areas (EAs) they visited had 

at least one public or private school within easy walking distance.2 No nearby schools were 

found in 25% of rural zones and 21% of urban zones (Figure 10).  

Figure 10: School within easy walking distance | 38 countries* | 2024/2025 

 

Survey enumerators were asked: Are the following facilities present in the primary sampling 

unit/enumeration area or within easy walking distance: A school (private or public or both)? 

* The rural averages do not include Seychelles, where the entire sample is considered urban. 
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11). 
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Figure 11: School within easy walking distance | 38 countries | 2024/2025 

 

Survey enumerators were asked: Are the following facilities present in the primary sampling 

unit/enumeration area or within easy walking distance: A school (private or public or both)? (% “yes”)  
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Figure 12: School access and educational attainment | 38 countries | 2024/2025 

 

Respondents were asked: What is your highest level of education? 

Survey enumerators were asked: Are the following facilities present in the primary sampling 

unit/enumeration area or within easy walking distance: A school (private or public or both)?  
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educational needs? On average across the 38 countries surveyed in Round 10, views are 

evenly divided: About half (49%) of respondents think their government is performing “fairly 

well” or “very well” on education, while the other half (49%) give their leaders poor marks 

(Figure 13). 

Assessments are overwhelmingly favourable in some countries, led by Zambia (84%) and 

Tanzania (81%). By contrast, fewer than one in three citizens think their government is doing a 

good job on education in Angola (29%), Chad (28%), Nigeria (24%), and Congo-Brazzaville 

(22%). 

Evaluations of government performance on education are similar across genders, urban-rural 

locations, and ages (Figure 14). But disapproval rates increase substantially with respondents’ 

experience of lived poverty, ranging from 42% among well-off citizens to 59% among the 

poorest. Across 28 countries surveyed in every Afrobarometer round over the past decade, 

approval of the government’s efforts on education dipped below half (47%) between 2019 

and 2023 before recovering to 53% in the latest survey (Figure 15). 
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Figure 13: Government performance on education | 38 countries | 2024/2025  

 

Respondents were asked: How well or badly would you say the current government is handling the 

following matters, or haven’t you heard enough to say: Addressing educational needs?   
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Figure 14: Government performance on education | by demographic group                         

| 38 countries | 2024/2025  

 

Respondents were asked: How well or badly would you say the current government is handling the 

following matters, or haven’t you heard enough to say: Addressing educational needs?   

Figure 15: Government performance on education | 28 countries | 2014-2025 

 
Respondents were asked: How well or badly would you say the current government is handling the 

following matters, or haven’t you heard enough to say: Addressing educational needs?   
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Education as a public priority 

On Africans’ list of most important problems that their governments should address, 

education places third, up from sixth place in 2021/2023 (Adjadeh, 2024). Cited by 23% of 

respondents as one of their top three priorities for government action, education is tied with 

the increasing cost of living, infrastructure/roads, and water supply, trailing only health and 

unemployment on Africans’ policy agenda (Figure 16).  

Figure 16: Most important problems | 38 countries | 2024/2025 

 

Respondents were asked: In your opinion, what are the most important problems facing this country 

that government should address? (Respondents could give up to three responses. Figure shows % of 

respondents who cite each problem as one of their three priorities.) 

 

Countries vary widely in how they rank education among their most urgent problems (Figure 

17). More than half of citizens in Guinea-Bissau (56%) and Liberia (51%) cite education as one 

of their country’s most urgent concerns. By contrast, fewer than one-tenth of Malawians (5%) 

and Mauritians (3%) see education as a top concern, placing it far down on their list of 

priorities for government action. 

If the government could increase its expenditures to help young people, education would 

rank second among Africans’ priorities, though trailing job creation by a wide margin (48% to 

16%) (Figure 18).  
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Figure 17: Education as a priority problem | 38 countries | 2024/2025 

 

Respondents were asked: In your opinion, what are the most important problems facing this country 

that government should address? (Respondents could give up to three responses. Figure shows % of 

respondents who cite education as one of their three priorities.)  
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Figure 18: Priorities for government spending to help youth | 38 countries | 2024/2025  

 
Respondents were asked: If the government could increase its spending on programmes to help young 

people, which of the following areas do you think should be the highest priority for additional 

investment? 

 

Education’s high ranking among citizens’ priorities reflects its commonly understood links with 

employment and economic well-being (Benveniste, 2025). Across the 38 countries surveyed 

by Afrobarometer, for example, respondents are six times as likely to have a full-time job that 

pays a cash income if they have post-secondary education than if they lack formal 

education (43% vs. 8%) (Figure 19). 

Similarly, lived poverty drops by more than half between respondents without formal 

schooling (37%) and those with post-secondary qualifications (16%). 

Figure 19: Employment and lived poverty by education level | 38 countries                        

| 2024/2025  

 

Respondents were asked:  

What is your highest level of education? 

Do you have a job that pays a cash income? [If yes:] Is it full time or part time? 

“High lived poverty” is calculated on the basis of responses to the following questions: Over the past 

year, how often, if ever, have you or anyone in your family gone without: Enough food to eat? Enough 

clean water for home use? Medicines or medical treatment? Enough fuel to cook your food? A cash 

income? 
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Conclusion 

Afrobarometer survey findings suggest some long-term progress on the education front: 

Young Africans are outpacing their elders in educational attainment, and most citizens say it 

is now rare or unheard of for girls to be prevented from attending school because their 

families prioritise boys’ education. Most Africans support the right to education for pregnant 

girls and adolescent mothers and believe that schools should teach sexuality education to 

help young people make informed decisions. 

But disadvantages persist for girls and women as well as for rural residents and the poor. In 

particular, a substantial minority of citizens report that schoolgirls are “often” or “always” 

discriminated against, harassed, or harangued for sexual favours by teachers.  

Overall, only half of Africans report satisfaction with their government’s performance on 

education, while the other half demand more. And education ranks high on citizens’ list of 

priorities for government action.  
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Appendix 

Table A.1: Afrobarometer Round 10 fieldwork dates and previous survey rounds 

Country 
Round 10 
fieldwork 

Previous survey rounds 

Angola March-April 2024 2019, 2022 

Benin Jan.-Feb. 2024 2005, 2008, 2011, 2014, 2017, 2020, 2022 

Botswana July 2024 1999, 2003, 2005, 2008, 2012, 2014, 2017, 2019, 2022 

Cabo Verde Aug.-Sept. 2024 2002, 2005, 2008, 2011, 2014, 2017, 2019, 2022 

Cameroon Feb.-March 2024 2013, 2015, 2018, 2021, 2022 

Chad Feb.-April 2025 N/A 

Comoros May-June 2025 N/A 

Congo-Brazzaville Sept.-Oct. 2024 2023 

Côte d'Ivoire Jan. 2024 2013, 2014, 2017, 2019, 2021 

Eswatini April-May 2025 2013, 2015, 2018, 2021, 2022 

Gabon April-May 2024 2015, 2017, 2020, 2021 

Gambia, The April-May 2024 2018, 2021, 2022 

Ghana Aug. 2024 1999, 2002, 2005, 2008, 2012, 2014, 2017, 2019, 2022 

Guinea May-June 2024 2013, 2015, 2017, 2019, 2022 

Guinea-Bissau July-Aug. 2025 N/A 

Kenya April-May 2024 2003, 2005, 2008, 2011, 2014, 2016, 2019, 2021 

Lesotho March 2024 2000, 2003, 2005, 2008, 2012, 2014, 2017, 2020, 2022 

Liberia July-Aug. 2024 2008, 2012, 2015, 2018, 2020, 2022 

Madagascar Oct.-Nov. 2024 2005, 2008, 2013, 2015, 2018, 2022 

Malawi Aug. 2024 1999, 2003, 2005, 2008, 2012, 2014, 2017, 2019, 2022 

Mali Oct.-Nov. 2024 2001, 2002, 2005, 2008, 2013, 2014, 2017, 2020, 2022 

Mauritania Dec. 2024-Jan. 2025 2022 

Mauritius April-May 2024 2012, 2014, 2017, 2020, 2022 

Morocco Feb.-March 2024 2013, 2015, 2018, 2021, 2022 

Mozambique July-Aug. 2025 2002, 2005, 2008, 2012, 2015, 2018, 2021, 2022 

Namibia March 2024 1999, 2003, 2006, 2008, 2012, 2014, 2017, 2019, 2021 

Nigeria June-July 2024 2000, 2003, 2005, 2008, 2013, 2015, 2017, 2020, 2022 

São Tomé and Príncipe Sept.-Nov. 2024 2015, 2018, 2022 

Senegal Feb.-March 2025 2002, 2005, 2008, 2013, 2014, 2017, 2021, 2022 

Seychelles Aug. 2024 2022 

Sierra Leone March-April 2025 2012, 2015, 2018, 2020, 2022 

South Africa June-Aug. 2025 2000, 2002, 2006, 2008, 2011, 2015, 2018, 2021, 2022 

Tanzania June-July 2024 2001, 2003, 2005, 2008, 2012, 2014, 2017, 2021, 2022 

Togo July 2024 2012, 2014, 2017, 2021, 2022 

Tunisia Feb.-March 2024 2013, 2015, 2018, 2020, 2022 

Uganda Jan.-Feb. 2024 2000, 2002, 2005, 2008, 2012, 2015, 2017, 2019, 2022 

Zambia July 2024 1999, 2003, 2005, 2009, 2013, 2014, 2017, 2020, 2022 

Zimbabwe June 2024 1999, 2004, 2005, 2009, 2012, 2014, 2017, 2021, 2022 
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