AFR¢
BAROMETER

Let the people have a say

Mbabane, Eswatini
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News releqase

Public sentiment on Eswatini’s direction partially recovers, but
approval of government’s economic performance remains low

The share of citizens who say Eswatini is going in the right direction has risen to fourin 10,
three times the 2022 level, according to the latest Afrobarometer survey.

More than half still believe the country is moving in the wrong direction. And fewer than one
in five citizens give the government a passing grade on managing the economy, tackling
poverty, creating jobs, keeping inflation in check, and reducing income inequality.

In August 2025, the government of Eswatini announced the "grand plan”, a national
roadmap that aims fo lift Eswatini to “developed-country” status in the next 30 years. The
plan, developed with input from young professionals in response to the Sibaya (“People’s
Parliament”) national dialogue held in 2023, seeks to economically fransform the country,
among other things.

Afrobarometer survey findings from April-May 2025 reveal that citizens voice concerns about
Eswatini's perceived economic challenges: Three-quarters describe the country’'s economic
condition as bad, while half of respondents say the economy has deteriorated over the past
12 months. Only three in 10 are optimistic that economic conditions will improve in the
coming year.

Majorities of Emaswati report experiencing a lack of income, food, cooking fuel, and
medical care af least once during the previous year.

Key findings
" Fourin 10 Emaswati see their country as going in the right direction, up from 13% in
2022 (Figure 1). But a majority (55%) believe Eswatini is moving in the wrong direction.

About three-quarters (74%) of citizens describe the country’'s economic condition as
“fairly bad” or "*very bad,” a decrease of 12 percentage points compared to 2022
(86%) (Figure 2).

Half (50%) of respondents say the country’s economic condition has deteriorated
over the past 12 months, compared to just 14% who say it has improved (Figure 3).

o Threein 10 Emaswati (30%) expect the country’'s economic condition to improve
over the next year, but 44% think it will worsen.

Maijorities of citizens report going without a cash income (75%), medical care (75%).
food (68%), and cooking fuel (53%) at least once over the past year, while nearly half
(47%) say they went without enough clean water (Figure 4).

Fewer than one-fifth of Emaswati say the government is performing “fairly well” or
“very well” on managing the economy (18%), improving the living standards of the
poor (17%), creating jobs (12%), keeping prices stable (10%), and narrowing gaps
between rich and poor (8%) (Figure 5).
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Afrobarometer surveys

Afrobarometer is a pan-African, nonpartisan survey research network that provides reliable
data on African experiences and evaluations of democracy, governance, and quality of life.
Ten survey rounds have been completed in up to 45 countries since 1999. Round 10 surveys
(2024/2025) cover 38 countries. Afrobarometer’s national partners conducts face-to-face
interviews in the language of the respondent’s choice.

The Afrobarometer team in Eswatini, led by QA Strategic Information, interviewed a
nationally representative, random, stratified probability sample of 1,200 adult citizens in April-
May 2025. A sample of this size yields country-level results with a margin of error of +/-3
percentage points at a 95% confidence level. Previous surveys were conducted in Eswatini in
2013, 2015, 2018, 2021, and 2022.

Charts

Figure 1: Country’s overall direction | Eswatini | 2013-2025
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Respondents were asked: Would you say that the country is going in the wrong direction or going in the
right direction@

Figure 2: Country’s economic condition | Eswatini | 2013-2025
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Respondents were asked: In general, how would you describe the present economic condition of this
country?

Copyright ©Afrobarometer 2025 2



AFR¢
BAROMETER

Let the people have a say

Figure 3: Country’s economic condition compared to 12 months ago and

in 12 months’ time | Eswatini | 2025
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Respondents were asked:
Looking back, how do you rate economic conditions in this country compared to 12 months ago?g
Looking ahead, do you expect economic conditions in this country to be better or worse in 12
months’ time?

Figure 4: Went without basic necessities | Eswatini | 2013-2025
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Respondents were asked: Over the past year, how often, if ever, have you or anyone in your family
gone without: Enough food to eat?2 Enough clean water for home use? Medicines or medical
treatment@ Enough fuel to cook your food?2 A cash income? (% who say “just once or twice,” “
times,” “many times,” or “always”)

several
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Figure 5: Approval of government performance on economic issues | Eswatini
| 2022-2025
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Respondents were asked: How well or badly would you say the current government is handling the
following matters, or haven't you heard enough to say? (% who say “fairly well” or “very well”)

For more information, please contact:

QA Strategic Information

Mbuso Dlamini

Email: gasiesw@gmail.com

Tel: +268 2422 1934 | +268 7816 875

Visit us online at:
www.qgastrategicinfo.com
www.afrobarometer.org

Follow our releases on #VoicesAfrica.
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