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Summary 

Morocco has become a major actor in migration governance, both regionally and globally. 

In line with its 2014 National Strategy on Immigration and Asylum, the country launched 

regularisation campaigns designed to legalise the status of undocumented immigrants and 

expanded their access to public services and voting rights (International Organization for 

Migration, 2017). It also engaged with the Global Compact for Migration and the African 

Union’s migration agenda in a bid to align national strategies with broader international 

norms and frameworks (Kingdom of Morocco, 2022). 

Despite these steps, significant challenges persist. Host to nearly 19,000 asylum seekers and 

refugees, Morocco struggles to integrate them into the labour market, to enforce anti-

trafficking laws, and to manage internal displacement caused by drought and flooding 

(UNHCR, 2024). The World Bank (2023) highlights Morocco as needing better alignment 

between migration flows and development priorities. 

Morocco’s human-rights commitments are also in tension with its domestic practices. 

Jiménez-Alvarez, Espiñeira, and Gazzotti (2021) note that despite progressive rhetoric, many 

migrants – especially from sub-Saharan Africa – still face arbitrary detention and abuse by 

Moroccan law enforcement authorities.  

Environmental change and social norms inform Moroccans’ own migration decisions. While 

women often suffer most from droughts and water shortages because of their roles in farming 

and the household, men are more likely to leave home in search of work, either in the 

country or abroad (Van Praag, Ou-Salah, Hut, & Zickgraf, 2021). Elliot (2021) adds that even 

many of those who don’t migrate are affected by migration through remittances from family 

abroad. 

Afrobarometer’s Round 10 survey explored Moroccans’ views on migration. Findings indicate 

strong support for the free cross-border movement of North Africans for work and trade, 

though most citizens say that in practice, crossing international borders is difficult.  

While assessments of the economic impact of immigration are mixed, Moroccans express 

largely tolerant attitudes toward foreign workers and, to a lesser extent, refugees. 

Nonetheless, majorities favour reducing the number of immigrants and refugees allowed into 

the country. 

Nearly half of adults say they have considered emigrating, mostly in pursuit of better 

economic opportunities, with Europe and North America as the most preferred destinations.  

Afrobarometer surveys  

Afrobarometer is a pan-African, non-partisan survey research network that provides reliable 

data on African experiences and evaluations of democracy, governance, and quality of life. 
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Ten survey rounds in up to 45 countries have been completed since 1999. Round 10 surveys 

(2024/2025) cover 38 countries. Afrobarometer’s national partners conduct face-to-face 

interviews in the language of the respondent’s choice. 

The Afrobarometer team in Morocco, led by Global for Survey and Consulting, interviewed a 

nationally representative sample of 1,200 adult Moroccans in February 2024. A sample of this 

size yields country-level results with a margin of error of +/-3 percentage points at a 95% 

confidence level. Previous standard Afrobarometer surveys were conducted in Morocco in 

2013, 2015, 2018, 2021, and 2022. 

Key findings  

▪ A clear majority (63%) of Moroccans support the free movement of North Africans 

across international borders in order to trade or work in other countries. A quarter 

(26%) think the government should restrict the cross-border movement of people and 

goods. 

o But two-thirds (66%) of respondents say that in practice, crossing international 

borders is “difficult” or “very difficult.” 

▪ More than one-third (36%) of citizens see immigrants’ economic impact on Morocco 

as positive. Most see it as negative (21%) or are non-committal (43%). 

▪ Majorities say they wouldn’t mind or would like having neighbours who are immigrants 

(78%) or refugees (56%). 

▪ Even so, majorities want the government to limit immigration: 45% favour reducing the 

number of foreign job seekers allowed into the country, while 6% would eliminate 

such immigration altogether. A larger majority support reducing (51%) or eliminating 

(9%) the entry of refugees. 

▪ More than four in 10 Moroccans (44%) say they have considered emigrating. Interest 

in emigration is especially high among youth (64%), economically disadvantaged 

respondents (74%), the most educated (61%), and unemployed citizens looking for 

jobs (69%). 

o Among those who have considered moving to another country, the most 

common reasons are economic: job opportunities (50%), better business 

prospects (12%), and the desire to escape economic hardship or poverty (12%). 

o The most preferred destination for potential emigrants is Europe (58%), followed by 

North America (27%). 

Freedom of movement and the AfCFTA 

Migration is a fundamental aspect of human history and development, recognised by global 

institutions as both a right and a path to opportunity (Sîrbu et al., 2021). The Global Compact 

for Migration, which Morocco joined in 2018, promotes safe, orderly, and dignified mobility 

(United Nations, 2018). How has Morocco navigated this global commitment in its own 

migration landscape, and what realities shape the experience of migrants within its borders? 

Almost two-thirds (63%) of Moroccans say that “people living in North Africa should be able 

to move freely across international borders to trade or work in other countries” (Figure 1). 

One-fourth (26%) of respondents disagree and want the government to “limit the cross-

border movement of people and goods” in order to protect its citizens.  
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Figure 1: Free movement of North Africans | Morocco | 2024 

  
Respondents were asked: Which of the following statements is closest to your view?   

Statement 1: People living in North Africa should be able to move freely across international borders in 

order to trade or work in other countries.    

Statement 2: In order to protect their own citizens, the Moroccan government should limit the cross-

border movement of people and goods. 

 

In practice, two-thirds (66%) of Moroccans report that it is “difficult” or “very difficult” for 

people in North Africa to cross borders for work or trade (Figure 2). This perception is fairly 

consistent across key demographic groups, though respondents holding full-time jobs (69%) 

are more likely to see border crossing as difficult than those who have part-time jobs (57%) or 

are looking for work (65%). 

Figure 2: Difficulty in cross-border movement | by demographic group | Morocco             

| 2024 

  
Respondents were asked: In your opinion, how easy or difficult is it for people in North Africa to cross 

international borders in order to work or trade in other countries, or haven’t you heard enough to say? 
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Free cross-border movement is a central aspect of the African Continental Free Trade Area 

(AfCFTA) initiative, which seeks to establish a single continental market by removing tariffs on 

most goods and services, thereby promoting industrialisation, investment, and job creation 

across Africa (African Union, 2023). Signed by 54 African Union member states and ratified by 

49, including Morocco, the AfCFTA pact became operational in 2021 (Good Governance 

Africa, 2024).  

However, the effects of this agreement don’t seem to be felt very widely as yet. Four years 

after trading began, a vast majority (90%) of Moroccans have not heard of the AfCFTA 

(Figure 3).  

Figure 3: Heard of the AfCFTA? | Morocco | 2024 

   
Respondents were asked: Have you heard about the African Continental Free Trade Area, also known 

as AfCFTA?  

Attitudes toward migrants  

Moroccan perceptions of immigrants are mixed but lean toward cautious acceptance. 

More than one-third (36%) of respondents say that migrant workers contribute positively to 

Morocco’s economy, while 21% view their impact as “fairly bad” or “very bad” (Figure 4). A 

plurality (43%) of respondents are non-committal regarding the economic value that 

immigrants bring, falling into the categories of “neither good nor bad” or “don’t know.” Even 

among the most educated and the economically best-off1 citizens, 38% don’t take sides on 

this question. 

Negative views of immigrants’ impact on the economy are more common among women 

(24%), urban residents (23%), older respondents (23%), those with post-secondary education 

(25%), the well-off (23%), and citizens outside the labour force (23%) than among their various 

counterparts. 

  

 

1 Afrobarometer’s Lived Poverty Index (LPI) measures respondents’ levels of material deprivation by asking how 
often they or their families went without basic necessities (enough food, enough water, medical care, enough 
cooking fuel, and a cash income) during the preceding year. For more on lived poverty, see Mattes and Lekalake 
(2025). 
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Figure 4: Economic impact of immigration | by demographic group | Morocco                  

| 2024 

    

Respondents were asked: Would you say it is generally bad or good for Morocco’s economy if people 

from other countries come here to live and work for several years?  

 

Most Moroccans express tolerant attitudes toward immigrants. More than three-quarters 

(78%) say they wouldn’t mind or would like having foreign workers or immigrants as 

neighbours, while only 22% would dislike the prospect (Figure 5).  

A far slimmer majority (56%) express tolerance toward refugees, while almost four out of 10 

respondents (39%) would dislike having refugees as neighbours.  

Tolerance toward both immigrants and refugees is notably higher among Moroccans with 

full-time employment than among those who have part-time jobs, are seeking jobs, or are 

out of the labour force (Figure 6), suggesting that personal economic stability may correlate 

with greater openness toward foreigners. Similarly, wealthier Moroccans express greater 

tolerance toward both groups than do citizens experiencing low, moderate, or high levels of 

lived poverty. Youth also exhibit higher levels of tolerance for both groups than their elders. 

Rural residents show the least tolerance toward refugees (47%), though their acceptance of 

foreign workers matches that of urbanites. 

Women are somewhat less welcoming of refugees than men (53% vs. 59%), while their views 

on foreign workers are nearly identical. 
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Figure 5: Tolerance toward foreign workers and refugees | Morocco | 2024 

  
Respondents were asked: For each of the following types of people, please tell me whether you would 

like having people from this group as neighbours, dislike it, or not care: Immigrants or foreign workers? 
Refugees from other countries who are fleeing political violence or persecution? 

Figure 6: Tolerance toward foreign workers and refugees | by demographic group      

| Morocco | 2024 

  
Respondents were asked: For each of the following types of people, please tell me whether you would 

like having people from this group as neighbours, dislike it, or not care: Immigrants or foreign workers?  

Refugees from other countries who are fleeing political violence or persecution? (% who say “strongly 

like,” “somewhat like,” or “would not care”) 
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Despite significant tolerance on a personal level, many Moroccans resist allowing 

immigration to expand (Figure 7). More than half (51%) say the government should reduce 

the number of foreign job seekers allowed into the country (45%) or eliminate such 

immigration altogether (6%), while 38% are comfortable with current immigration levels.  

A larger majority (60%) would reduce (51%) or ban (9%) entry by refugees. 

These patterns highlight a cautious public stance that distinguishes between tolerance in 

daily life and preferences for national immigration policy. 

Figure 7: How many migrants and refugees should be allowed into the country?                  

| Morocco | 2024 

  

Respondents were asked:  
Do you think Morocco should allow more or fewer job seekers from other countries to come to live 

and work in this country?  

Do you think Morocco should allow more or fewer refugees from other countries to come and live 

in this country? 

Looking abroad: Moroccans’ attitudes toward emigration 

Migration has long been a defining feature of human experience, driven by a wide range of 

motivations, from fleeing conflict or poverty to seeking safety, freedom, or opportunity. While 

the reasons for leaving one’s homeland vary, the desire for a better life remains a powerful 

force. In the Moroccan context, how widespread is the desire to emigrate? And what are 

the main factors influencing this aspiration? 

More than four in 10 Moroccans (44%)2 say they have considered emigrating, including 16% 

who have given it “a lot” of thought (Figure 8). 

Interest in emigration varies significantly by respondents’ education, age, and economic 

status (Figure 9). It rises sharply with educational attainment, from just 19% among those with 

no formal schooling to 61% among the most educated, and declines with age, dropping 

from 64% among youth to 19% among older adults. Thoughts of leaving are far more 

common among the poorest respondents (74%) than among better-off individuals (39%-43%). 

 

2 Due to rounding, percentages for combined categories reported in the text may differ slightly from the sum of 
sub-categories shown in figures (e.g. 16% “a lot,” 11% “somewhat,” and 18% “a little bit” sum to 44%). 
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Employment status also seems to shape this aspiration: 48% of full-time workers and 53% of 

part-time workers have considered leaving, while the figure climbs to 69% among 

unemployed job seekers. Only 34% of those outside the labour force express a desire to 

emigrate.  

Men (52%) and urbanites (47%) are more likely than women (37%) and rural residents (40%) to 

consider moving to another country. 

Figure 8: Considered emigrating | Morocco | 2024 

  

Respondents were asked: How much, if at all, have you considered moving to another country to live? 

Figure 9: Considered emigrating | by demographic group | Morocco | 2024 

  

Respondents were asked: How much, if at all, have you considered moving to another country to live? 
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Among those considering emigration, economic motivations dominate: 50% cite the search 

for job opportunities, followed by the pursuit of better business prospects (12%) and the desire 

to escape economic hardship or poverty (12%) (Figure 10). Smaller shares mention the pursuit 

of education (8%) and of adventure (5%) as reasons for wanting to leave.  

Europe is the most preferred destination for potential Moroccan emigrants, attracting 58% of 

those considering emigration (Figure 11). North America follows distantly with 27%. Only 2% of 

respondents would prefer to stay on the African continent. 

Figure 10: Reasons for emigration | Morocco | 2024 

  
Respondents who say they have considered emigrating were asked: There are several reasons why 

people leave their home to live in another country for an extended period of time. What about you? 

What is the most important reason why you would consider moving from Morocco? (Respondents who 

say they have not considered emigrating are excluded.) 

Figure 11: Preferred destination for emigration | Morocco | 2024 

   
Respondents who say they have considered emigrating were asked: If you were to move to another 

country, where would you be most likely to go? (Respondents who say they have not considered 

emigrating are excluded.) 
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Conclusion 

Morocco’s migration landscape reflects a society navigating between regional openness 

and domestic caution. While most citizens support cross-border mobility within North Africa 

and express tolerance toward immigrants, there remains a preference for reducing the 

number of new arrivals seeking jobs or refuge – a tension between social coexistence and 

policy preference that may reflect underlying economic concerns. 

The government has taken notable steps to address these dynamics, including efforts to 

integrate refugees and to expand cooperation within the AfCFTA and the Global Compact 

for Migration. As Afrobarometer data show, the desire to emigrate remains widespread, 

especially among youth, job seekers, and the economically vulnerable. Until Morocco makes 

greater progress on job creation, education, and economic equity, both inward and 

outward migration are likely to remain important policy challenges. 
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