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Mozambicans welcome diversity but say
government discriminates based on ethnicity
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Summary

Mozambique boasts a rich tapestry of cultural diversity (Minority Rights Group, 2020). The
Makua, more than 4 million strong, make up the largest ethnic group in the counfry, followed
by the Sena with more than 1.7 million people. Smaller ethnic groups include the Tsonga,
Makonde, Shangaan, Shona, Ndau, Yao, Nguni, Chokwe, and Maravi, some of which have
populations living in neighbouring countries. In addition, Mozambigue is home to about
45,000 Europeans and 15,000 South Asians (World Atlas, 2018).

Different ethnic groups are concentrated in different regions of the country. The Makua are
predominantly found in the provinces of Zambezia, Cabo Delgado, Niassa, and Nampula;
the Makonde are prominent in the far North; the Sena and Ndau mostly occupy the Zambezi
Valley; the Tsonga and Nguni live primarily in southern Mozambique; and the Europeans and
South Asians are concenfrated in urban centres (Global Security, 2017).

Portuguese is the country’s official language, but just half of the population speak it
(Chaaya, 2024). More than 40 local languages are spoken, including five that are officially
recognised: Makhuwa, Sena, Tsonga, Lomwe, and Shona.

Religion in Mozambique is also marked by diversity. According to the World Population
Review (2025), 56.1% of Mozambicans practise Christianity, 17.9% practise Islam, and 26%
either follow a different religion or identify as agnostic or atheist. Christians are more likely to
be found in the South and Muslims in the North.

In 2017, a violent insurgency broke out in the northern province of Cabo Delgado,
spearheaded by the militant Islamist group Ahlu-Sunnah wal Jama’a. Escalating terrorist
activity, which has killed at least 4,000 people and displaced about 1.3 million, has been
described as having ethnic and religious undertones (de Almeida, 2024; Louw-Vaudran,
2022). However, a 2022 study by the Institute for Security Studies in the region found that only
2% of respondents saw ethnic differences as the main driver of the insurgency. Instead,
residents pointed to regional inequities and corruption as being at the root of the conflict,
which they say has been fuelled by the discovery of valuable resources such as natural gas
and rubies (Louw-Vaudran, 2022).

This dispatch looks at Mozambicans' attitudes toward others, perceptions of ethnic
discrimination, and emphasis on natfional vs. ethnic identity based on a 2022 Afrobarometer
survey.

Survey findings show that large maijorities of Mozambicans express tolerance toward people
of other religions, ethnicities, nationalities, and political affiliations, while slightly more than
half are welcoming of homosexuals. Muslims are more tolerant than followers of other faiths.

At least half of citizens say they frust their relatives, neighbours, people from other religions,
and people from other ethnicities. But fewer report trusting their compatriots in general and
their acquaintances.
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Almost half assign equal weight to their Mozambican and ethnic identities; the remainder are
more likely to identify with their nationality than their ethnicity. But more than half of citizens
also say the government freats their ethnic group unfairly at least *sometimes.”

Fewer than one-tenth of respondents identify ethnic divisions or religious radicalisation as the
main reasons why people join extremist groups in Cabo Delgado; citizens are more likely to
cite poverty, unemployment, and persuasion by exiremist networks as factors.

Afrobarometer surveys

Afrobarometer is a pan-African, non-partisan survey research network that provides reliable
data on African experiences and evaluations of democracy, governance, and quality of life.
Ten survey rounds in up to 45 countries have been completed since 1999. Round 10 surveys
(2024/2025) cover 38 countries. Afrobarometer’s national partners conduct face-to-face
interviews in the language of the respondent’s choice.

In Round 9, the Afrobarometer team in Mozambique, led by Ipsos, interviewed a nationally
representative sample of 1,120 adult Mozambicans in October-December 2022. A sample of
this size yields country-level results with a margin of error of +/-3 percentage points at a 5%
confidence level. Previous surveys were conducted in Mozambique in 2002, 2005, 2008, 2012,
2015, 2018, and 2021.

Key findings

" Most Mozambicans (78%) say they trust their relatives “somewhat” or “a lot,” while
55% express confidence in their neighbours. About half have faith in people of other
religions (51%) and from other ethnic groups (50%), but fewer than half express trust in
other compatriots (47%) and other acquaintances (42%).

o Befter-off citizens, rural residents, Muslims, and adults who lack formal schooling
are more trusting than their counterparts.

¥ Most Mozambicans express tolerant attitudes toward people of different ethnicities
(83%), religions (81%), political affiliations (75%), and nationalities (72%). Nearly nine in
10 (88%) say they would like it or not mind if a member of their family married
someone from a different ethnic group. A simmer maijority (52%) would welcome
having a homosexual neighbour.

o Urban residents and Muslims are generally somewhat more tolerant than those
living in the countryside and followers of other creeds. Tolerance levels increase
with respondents’ wealth.

¥ More than seven in 10 respondents say they “feel strong ties” with other
Mozambicans (73%) and believe that other citizens “think of me as a Mozambican
just like them” (75%).

¥ Almost half (47%) of respondents say they feel equally attached to their national and
ethnic identities, while 35% feel "only Mozambican” or more Mozambican than their
ethnicity. Only 18% say they value their ethnic identity more than their national
identfity.

B About one-quarter (26%) of citizens say the government “often” or “always” treats
their ethnic group unfairly, while another 29% say this happens “sometimes.”

" Fewer than one in 10 respondents say people join extremist groups in Cabo Delgado
because of religious radicalisation or beliefs (6%), ethnic divisions (1%), discrimination
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(1%), or political tensions (1%). The most commonly cited reasons are poverty (25%),
unemployment (13%), and forced conversion by extremists (11%).

Trust in individuals and groups

Most Mozambicans (78%) say they trust their relatives “somewhat” or “alot,” and a slim
maijority say they trust their neighbours (55%) (Figure 1). Half express frust in people from other
religions (51%) and other ethnic groups (50%), while fewer than half say they trust other
Mozambicans (47%) and other people they know (42%).

Figure 1: Trust ‘somewhat’ or ‘a lot’ | Mozambique | 2022
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Neighbours [ 55%
People from other religions [N 51%
People from other ethnic groups I 50%
Other Mozambicans [N 47%
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Respondents were asked: How much do you trust each of the following fypes of people? (% who say

“somewhat” or “a lot”)

While rural and urban residents are about equally likely to say they trust their relatives and
other Mozambicans, the former are more likely than the latfter to express trust in other people
(Figure 2). Differences are particularly noticeable when it comes to trusting people from other
religions (an 11-percentage-point gap), acquaintances (9 points), and people from other
ethnic groups (7 points).

Figure 2: Trust ‘somewhat’ or ‘a lot’ | by urban-rural location | Mozambique | 2022
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Respondents were asked: How much do you trust each of the following types of people? (% who say
“somewhat” or “alot”)
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Mozambicans experiencing no lived poverty! are more trusting than their worse-off peers for
every category of person the survey asked about (Figure 3). For people from other ethnic
groups, for example, tfrust decreases from 57% among the well-off to 46% among those
experiencing high lived poverty. The same pattern is evident in frust of other Mozambicans,
which ranges from 60% among those experiencing no lived poverty to 41% among those
experiencing high lived poverty.

Figure 3: Trust ‘somewhat’ or ‘a lot’ | by lived poverty | Mozambique | 2022
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Respondents were asked: How much do you trust each of the following types of people? (% who say
“somewhat” or “alot”)

Trust declines as respondents’ education level increases (Figure 4). Mozambicans with no
formal education are most likely to express trust in all the types of people the survey asked
about, while those with secondary or post-secondary qualifications are least likely to do so.

For example, nearly two-thirds (64%) of citizens without formal schooling say they trust their
neighbours, compared to only half (50%) of those who completed secondary school or
pursued further education. Similarly, large trust gaps exist between uneducated and highly
educated Mozambicans when it comes to members of other faiths (17 points), people from
other ethnic groups (11 points), and other people respondents know (11 poinfts).

! Afrobarometer’s Lived Poverty Index (LPI) measures respondents’ levels of material deprivation by asking how
often they or their families went without basic necessities (enough food, enough water, medical care, enough
cooking fuel, and a cash income) during the preceding year. For more on lived poverty, see Mattes and Lekalake
(2025).
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Figure 4: Trust ‘'somewhat’ or ‘a lot’ | by educational attainment | Mozambique
| 2022
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Respondents were asked: How much do you trust each of the following types of people? (% who say
“somewhat” or “alot”)
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Maijorities of Muslims in Mozambique trust every group the survey asked about, including 87%
who frust their family members and at least six in 10 who have confidence in their neighbours
(63%) and acquaintances (60%) (Figure 5). While a large maijority (75%) of Christians trust their
relatives and slightly more than half say they can rely on their neighbours (52%) and people
who practise other religions (51%), minorities say the same about people from other ethnic
groups (49%), other Mozambicans (44%), and other people they know (38%).

Fewer than half of those who follow a religion other than Islam or Christianity trust people
from other religions (49%) and other people they know (45%).

Figure 5: Trust ‘somewhat’ or ‘a lot’ | by religion | Mozambique | 2022
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Respondents were asked: How much do you trust each of the following types of people? (% who say
“somewhat” or “alot”)
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Tolerance

Mozambicans generally express high levels of tolerance toward social differences (Figure 6).
More than eight in 10 respondents say they would “strongly like,” “somewhat like,” or “would
not care” if they had neighbours belonging to a different ethnic group (83%) or religion
(81%), and more than seven in 10 say the same about neighbours who support a different
political party (75%) or who are immigrants or foreign workers (72%). Fully 88% say they would
be happy or indifferent if a family member married someone from a different ethnic group.

Mozambican society is considerably less folerant toward homosexuals: While a slim majority
(52%) say they would not mind or would welcome having them as neighbours, 44% say they
would “somewhat dislike” or “strongly dislike” the prospect. Even so, these results place
Mozambique among the most tolerant countries in Africa when it comes to sexual
differences (Owusu & Malephane, 2024).

Figure 6: Social tolerance | Mozambique | 2022
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Respondents were asked:
For each of the following types of people, please tell me whether you would like having people
from this group as neighbours, dislike if, or not care: People of a different religion? People from other
ethnic groupsé Homosexuals? Immigrants or foreign workerse People who support a different
political party?
Please tell me whether you would like having a family member marry a person from a different
ethnic group, dislike it, or not care?

Tolerance toward ethnic diversity is stronger in cities than in rural areas (87% vs. 80%) and
among Muslims compared to Christians (89% vs. 82%) (Figure 7). Poorer citizens express less
tolerance than the wealthiest (78%-81% vs. 88%).

Copyright ©Afrobarometer 2025 6



AFR¢
BAROMETER

Let the people have a say

Figure 7: Tolerance toward people from different ethnic groups | by demographic
group | Mozambique | 2022
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Respondents were asked: For each of the following types of people, please tell me whether you would
like having people from this group as neighbours, dislike it, or not care: People from other ethnic
groups? (% who say “strongly like,” “somewhat like,” or "would not care”)

Tolerance toward religious diversity varies little according to gender or urban-rural location
(Figure 8). Adherents of Islam are 8 percentage points more likely than Christians to be
tolerant toward religious diversity, while citizens experiencing no or low lived poverty are 10
percentage points more likely than their poorer counterparts to display tolerance.

Figure 8: Tolerance toward people from different religions | by demographic group
| Mozambique | 2022
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Respondents were asked: For each of the following types of people, please tell me whether you would

like having people from this group as neighbours, dislike it, or not care: People of a different religion? (%
who say “strongly like,” “somewhat like,” or “would not care”)
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Eight in 10 Muslims (80%) would be happy or indifferent living next door to supporters of a
different political party, compared to 74% of Christians and 73% of those who follow other
faiths (Figure 9). Political tolerance is more pronounced among men (78%, vs. 72% among
women), urbanites (78%, vs. 73% among rural residents), and the wealthiest respondents
(78%. vs. 71%-76% among those experiencing moderate or high lived poverty), but decreases
with age, from 77% among young adults fo 71% among those aged 46 years and older.
Education plays little role in how welcoming Mozambicans are to compatriots who support
different political parties.

Figure 9: Tolerance toward supporters of different political parties | by demographic
group | Mozambique | 2022
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Respondents were asked: For each of the following types of people, please tell me whether you would
like having people from this group as neighbours, dislike it, or not care: People who support a different
political party? (% who say “strongly like,” “somewhat like,” or “would not care”)

Urbanites (74%) and the least-educated citizens (76%) are more likely than rural residents
(70%) and better-educated adults (70%-72%) to espouse tolerant views toward immigrants
and foreign workers (Figure 10). Tolerance is lower among poor citizens than their better-off
counterparts (68% vs. 70%-76%).

Tolerance toward sexual differences is higher among Muslims (57%), urbanites (55%), the best-
educated citizens (55%), 18- to 25-year-olds (55%), and the wealthy (55%) than among their
various counterparts (Figure 11). Tolerance dips to below half for those aged 46 years and
above (46%) and citizens who practise a faith other than Christianity or Islam (49%).
Acceptance of homosexuals is more common among women (54%) than men (50%).
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Figure 10: Tolerance toward immigrants and foreign workers | by demographic
group | Mozambique | 2022
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Respondents were asked: For each of the following types of people, please tell me whether you would
like having people from this group as neighbours, dislike it, or not care: Immigrants or foreign workers2
(% who say “strongly like,” “somewhat like,” or “would not care”)

Figure 11: Tolerance toward homosexuals | by demographic group | Mozambique
| 2022
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Respondents were asked: For each of the following types of people, please tell me whether you would
like having people from this group as neighbours, dislike it, or not care: Homosexualsg (% who say
“strongly like,” “somewhat like,” or “would not care”)
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National vs. ethnic identities

Mozambicans overwhelmingly feel part of the nation: More than seven in 10 citizens (73%)
say they “feel strong ties” with other Mozambicans, including about one-fifth (22%) who
“strongly” affirm these ties, while fewer than one-fifth (17%) disagree (Figure 12).

An even larger majority (75%) believe that other citizens see them “as Mozambicans just like
them,” including 42% who “strongly agree.”

Figure 12: Strong citizenship ties and equal standing | Mozambique | 2022
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Respondents were asked: Please tell me whether you agree or disagree with the following statements.

When asked whether they feel more attached to their national identity or their ethnic
identity, close to half (47%) of respondents say they feel equally attached to both (Figure 13).
About one-third (35%)2 say they feel "only Mozambican” (25%) or “more Mozambican” than
their ethnic identity (9%), while 18% of
respondents identify more or exclusively with
their ethnic group.

Do your own analysis of Afrobarometer data — Greater atftachment to national identity is

on any question, for any country and survey less common in cities than in rural areas (3%
round. It's easy and free at vs. 36%) and among respondents with no
www.afrobarometer.org/online-data-analysis. formal schooling (26%) compared to their
more-educated counterparts (34%-39%)
(Figure 14).

Citizens without formal education (25%) are also more likely than those with more schooling
(13%-19%) to identify exclusively or predominantly with their ethnic group.

One-fourth (25%) of Muslims lean toward their ethnicity, compared to 17% of Christians and
11% of respondents from other religious backgrounds.

2 Due to rounding, percentages for combined categories reported in the text may differ slightly from the sum of
sub-categories shown in figures (e.g. 25% “I feel only Mozambican” and 9% “I feel more Mozambican than
(ethnic group)” sum to 35%).
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Figure 13: National vs. ethnic identities | Mozambique | 2022
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Respondents were asked: Let us suppose that you had to choose between being a Mozambican and
being a [member of the respondent’s ethnic group]. Which of the following statements best expresses
your feelings?

Figure 14: National vs. ethnic identities | by demographic group | Mozambique
| 2022
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Respondents were asked: Which of the following statements best expresses your feelings: | feel only
[ethnic group]¢ | feel more [ethnic group] than Mozambican?¢ | feel equally Mozambican and [ethnic
group] ¢ | feel more Mozambican than [ethnic group] ¢ | feel only Mozambicang

Ethnic discrimination and violent extremism

One factor that might threaten the country’s ongoing nation-building agenda is the
percepftion of official discrimination against some ethnic groups.
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More than half (55%) of citizens say their ethnic group is treated unfairly by the government
at least “sometimes,” including 15% who say it occurs “often” and 11% who say it happens
“always” (Figure 15). Four in 10 Mozambicans (40%) say members of their ethnic group are

“never” freated unfairly.

Figure 15: Ethnic discrimination by the government | Mozambique | 2022
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And what is the perceived role, if any, of social divisions in fuelling conflict? Notably, fewer
than one in 10 Mozambicans say the main reason people join extremist groups in Cabo
Delgado is religious radicalisation or beliefs (6%), ethnic tensions (1%), marginalisation or
discrimination (1%), or political/partisan tensions (1%) (Figure 16). Instead, half of citizens point
to poverty (25%), unemployment (13%), lack of education (6%), and poor service delivery by
the government (5%), while 11% say forced conversion by extremists is the main reason.

Figure 16: Main reason people join extremist groups | Mozambique | 2022
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Respondents were asked: There are many reasons why people join armed extremist groups in Cabo
Delgado. In your opinion, what would you say is the main reason people join extremist groups in our

country?
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Conclusion

Afrobarometer survey results show that Mozambique has a good foundation for building the
nation. Respondents’ strong citizenship ties and tolerant attitudes toward other ethnicities,
religions, political affiliations, and nationalities are crucial building blocks for a peaceful and
stable society.

Nevertheless, challenges remain: Despite their strong sense of national identity, a majority of
Mozambicans report that the government discriminates against their ethnic group at least
occasionally, while fewer than half say they trust their fellow citizens. These findings highlight
citizens’ anxieties regarding group injustice and differential treatment.

But Mozambicans do not see ethnic divisions, religious beliefs, or polifical tensions as being
the main drivers for joining extremist groups in their country. Rather, citizens’ perceptions
reinforce concerns about Mozambique's socioeconomic challenges, presenting clear
priorities for stakeholders who are concerned with building and maintaining social cohesion
in the country.
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Asdafika Mpako is Afrobarometer’'s communications coordinator for Southern Africa. Email:
ampako@afrobarometer.org.

Stephen Ndoma is Afrobarometer’s assistant project manager for Southern Africa. Email:
ndomarashe@gmail.com.

Afrobarometer, a nonprofit corporation with headquarters in Ghana, is a pan-African,
nonpartisan research network. Regional coordination of national partners in about 35
countries is provided by the Ghana Center for Democratic Development (CDD-Ghana), the
Institute for Justice and Reconciliation (IJR) in South Africa, and the Institute for Development
Studies (IDS) at the University of Nairobi in Kenya. Michigan State University, the University of
Cape Town, and the University of Malawi provide technical support to the network.

Financial support for Afrobarometer is provided by Sweden via the Swedish International
Development Cooperation Agency, the Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation
via the World Bank Think Africa Project, the Mo Ibrahim Foundation, the Open Society
Foundations - Africa, Luminate, the Ford Foundation, the William and Flora Hewlett
Foundation, the Mastercard Foundation, the David and Lucile Packard Foundation, the
Obama Foundation, the European Union Commission, the World Bank Group, the
International Development Research Centre (IDRC), the Embassy of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands in Uganda, and the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and
Development (BMZ), supported by the Deutsche Gesellschaft fUr Internationale
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH.

Donations help Afrobarometer give voice to African citizens. Please consider making a
donation to Afrobarometer. To make an online donation, kindly follow this link or this link. To
discuss institutional funding, contact Felix Biga (felixbiga@afrobarometer.org) or Runyararo
Munetsi (runyararo@afrobarometer.org).

Follow our releases on #VoicesAfrica.
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