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News release

Nigerians divided over whether women deserve same chances in
getting jobs, running for office, latest Afrobarometer survey shows
Half of Nigerians say women deserve the same chance as men of being elected to public

office, while a similar proportion believe men make better leaders than women and should
be elected, according fo findings from the latest Afrobarometer survey.

Citizens are equally likely to support and to oppose favouring men over women when it
comes o getting jobs.

Men are significantly more likely than women to report being employed.
Three-fifths of citizens say women and girls should decide for themselves whether and when
they should marry, but fewer than half support women's reproductive autonomy.

Key findings

¥ Men are 20 percentage points more likely than women to be employed (57% vs.
37%), while women are more likely than men to be unemployed (23% vs. 19%) (Figure

1).

¥ Equal shares of Nigerians “agree” or “strongly agree” (46%) and “disagree” or
“strongly disagree” (46%) with the idea that men should be given priority over women
in hiring when jobs are scarce (Figure 2).

"' Half (50%) of respondents say women should have the same chance as men to be
elected to political office, while nearly half (48%) think men make better leaders
(Figure 3).

|

Six in 10 Nigerians (60%) say that women and girls should decide for themselves
whether and when they should marry, but fewer than half (47%) think women should
decide for themselves when and how many children they want to have (Figure 4).

o Support for women and girls’ autonomy in marriage decisions is higher among
Christians than Muslims (71% vs. 48%) and among women than men (65% vs. 56%)
(Figure 5).

o Majorities support women's reproductive autonomy among Nigerians with
secondary education (55%), women (54%), Christians (53%), and citizens
experiencing low or no lived poverty (52%).

o Among those who lack formal schooling, fewer than one-third support women
having a say about their own marriages (28%) and number of children (30%).

Afrobarometer surveys

Afrobarometer is a pan-African, non-partisan survey research network that provides reliable
data on African experiences and evaluations of democracy, governance, and quality of life.
Nine survey rounds in up to 42 countries have been completed since 1999. Round 10 surveys
were launched in January 2024. Afrobarometer’s national partners conduct face-to-face
interviews in the language of the respondent’s choice.
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The Afrobarometer team in Nigeria, led by NOIPolls, interviewed a nationally representative,
random, strafified probability sample of 1,600 adult Nigerians between 19 June and 17 July
2024. A sample of this size yields country-level results with a margin of error of +/-2.5
percentage points at a 95% confidence level. Previous standard surveys were conducted in
Nigeria in 2000, 2003, 2005, 2008, 2013, 2015, 2017, 2020, and 2022.

Charts

Figure 1: Employment status | by gender | Nigeria | 2024
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Respondents were asked: Do you have a job that pays a cash income? [If yes:] Is it full time or part
time e [If no:] Are you currently looking for a job?2

Figure 2: Should men have priority when jobs are scarce? | by gender, religion, and
education | Nigeria | 2024
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Respondents were asked: For each of the following statements, please tell me whether you disagree or
agree: When jobs are scarce, men should have more rights to a job than women.
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Figure 3: Should women have same chance to be elected? | by gender, religion,
and education | Nigeria | 2024
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Respondents were asked: Which of the following statements is closest to your view ¢
Statement 1: Men make better political leaders than women and should be elected rather than
women.
Statement 2: Women should have the same chance of being elected fo political office as men.
(% who “agree” or “strongly agree” with each statement)

Figure 4: Women'’s autonomy in decisions about marriage and childbearing
| Nigeria | 2024
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Respondents were asked: For each of the following statements, please tell me whether you disagree or
agree.
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Figure 5: Support for women’s autonomy in decisions about marriage
and childbearing | by demographic group | Nigeria | 2024
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Respondents were asked: For each of the following statements, please tell me whether you disagree or

agree:

Girls and women should decide for themselves whether and when they should marry.
Women should decide for themselves when and how many children they want to have.
(% who “agree” or “strongly agree”)
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Visit us online aft:
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Follow our releases on #VoicesAfrica.
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