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News release

Support for democracy is waning in Malawi, Afrobarometer survey
shows

Support for democracy is on the decline in Malawi, and so is safisfaction with the way it is
working, according to the latest Afrobarometer survey.

Only slightly more than half of citizens say democracy is preferable to any other form of
government. Fewer than half say they are satisfied with the way democracy is functioning in
their counftry.

Indeed, a maijority of survey respondents say Malawi is “a democracy with major problems”
or “not a democracy,” even though most also say they feel free to join any political
organisation and vote for candidates of their choice.

Key findings

B Asslim majority (53%) of Malawians say democracy is preferable to any other form of
government (Figure 1).

o Support for democracy has declined by 23 percentage points since 2012 (76%)
(Figure 2).

¥ More than half (53%) of Malawians say their country is “a democracy with major
problems” or “not a democracy” (Figure 3).

B Only four out of 10 citizens (39%) are “fairly satisfied” or “very satisfied” with the way
democracy works in Malawi, a 10-percentage-point drop over the past decade
(Figure 4).

B Only 56% of Malawians say they feel “somewhat free” or “completely free” to say
what they think (Figure 5). Larger majorities say they are free to join any political
organization of their choice (71%) and to vote for the candidate of their choice
without feeling pressured (88%).

Afrobarometer surveys

Afrobarometer is a pan-African, non-partisan survey research network that provides reliable
data on African experiences and evaluations of democracy, governance, and quality of life.
Nine survey rounds in up to 42 countries have been completed since 1999. Round 10 were
launched in January 2024. Afrobarometer’s national partners conduct face-to-face
interviews in the language of the respondent’s choice.

The Afrobarometer team in Malawi interviewed a nationally representative sample of 1,200
adult citizens of Malawi in August 2024. A sample of this size yields country-level results with a
margin of error of +/-3 percentage points at a 95% confidence level. Previous surveys were
conducted in Malawi in 1999, 2003, 2005, 2008, 2012, 2014, 2017, 2019, and 2022.
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Charts

Figure 1: Support for democracy | Malawi | 2024
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Respondents were asked: Which of the following statements is closest to your view?2
Statement 1: Democracy is preferable fo any other kind of government.

Statement 2: In some instances, a non-democratic government can be preferable.
Statement 3: For someone like me, it does not matter what kind of government we have.

Figure 2: Support for democracy | Malawi | 1999-2024
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Respondents were asked: Which of the following statements is closest to your view?
Statement 1: Democracy is preferable to any other kind of government.

Statement 2: In some instances, a non-democratic government can be preferable.
Statement 3: For someone like me, it does not matter what kind of government we have.
(% who say democracy is preferable to any other kind of government)
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Figure 3: Extent of the country’s democracy | Malawi | 1999-2024
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Respondents were asked: In your opinion, how much of a democracy is Malawi today ¢

Figure 4: Satisfaction with democracy | Malawi | 1999-2024
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Respondents were asked: Overall, how satisfied are you with the way democracy works in Malawi?
(% who say “fairly satisfied"” or “very satisfied”)
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Figure 5: Political freedoms | Malawi | 2024
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Respondents were asked: In this country, how free are you: To say what you think? To join any political
organisation you wantg To choose whom fo vote for without feeling pressured? (% who say “somewhat
free” or “completely free”)

For more information, please contact:

Cenftre for Social Research, University of Malawi
Joseph Chunga

Telephone: +265 995 623 818

Email: jchunga@unima.ac.mw

Visit us online at:
WWW.CSrunima.ac.mw
www.afrobarometer.org

Follow our releases on #VoicesAfrica.
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