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Let the people have a say
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News releqase

Liberians report rising confidence in government’s anti-corruption
efforts and improved trust in some institutions

More Liberians say the government is performing well in its fight against corruption, and
public frust in some key institutions has seen modest gains, the latest Afrobarometer survey
shows.

While majorities continue to see most police officials, members of Parliament, senators, and
judges as corrupt, fewer citizens now believe that corruption is increasing. At the same time,
more people say they can report corruption without fear of retaliafion.

Key findings

B The share of citizens who say that corruption in Liberia increased during the past year
dropped by more than half, from 76% in 2022 to 34% in 2024. Aimost three in 10 (28%)
say corruption decreased, more than four times as many as in 2022 (6%) (Figure 1).

B Almost two-thirds (64%) of Liberians say “most” or “all” police officials are corrupt.
Maijorities also see widespread corruption among members of Parliament (59%),
senators (57%), and judges and magistrates (52%) (Figure 2).

" The proportion of Liberians who say that people can report corruption without fear of
retaliation increased by 9 percentage points compared to 2022, from 27% to 36%,
though a majority (63%) still think people risk negative consequences if they speak up
(Figure 3).

¥ More than half (54%) of Liberians say the government is doing “fairly well" or “very
well" at fighting corruption, a 43-percentage-point increase compared to 2022 (11%)
(Figure 4).

B Trust in several key state institutions/officials saw marginal improvement compared to
2022. Among key pubilic institutions, citizens say they frust the Armed Forces of Liberia
(57%), the president (46%, a 9-percentage-point increase compared to 2022), and
the Ministry of Health (44%) “somewhat” or “a lot” (Figure 5).

Afrobarometer surveys

Afrobarometer is a pan-African, non-partisan survey research network that provides reliable
data on African experiences and evaluations of democracy, governance, and quality of life.
Nine survey rounds in up to 42 countries have been completed since 1999. Round 10 were
launched in January 2024. Afrobarometer’s national partners conduct face-to-face
interviews in the language of the respondent’s choice.

The Afrobarometer team in Liberia, led by the Center for Democratic Governance (CDG),
interviewed a nationally representative sample of 1,200 adult citizens between 30 July and 21
August 2024. A sample of this size yields country-level results with a margin of error of +/-3
percentage points at a 95% confidence level. Previous surveys were conducted in Liberia in
2008, 2012, 2015, 2018, 2020, and 2022.
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Respondents were asked: In your opinion, over the past year, has the level of corruption in this country

increased, decreased, or stayed the same?
Figure 2: Who is corrupt? | Liberia | 2024
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Respondents were asked: How many of the following people do you think are involved in corruption, or
haven’t you heard enough about them to say?¢

Figure 3: Can people report corruption without fear of retaliation? | Liberia
| 2020-2024
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Risk retaliation or other negative consequences

Respondents were asked: In this country, can ordinary people report incidents of corruption without
fear, or do they risk retaliation or other negative consequences if they speak out?

Figure 4: Evaluation of government performance in fighting corruption | Liberia
| 2008-2024
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Respondents were asked: How well or badly would you say the current government is handling the
following matters, or haven't you heard enough to say: Fighting corruption in government?
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Figure 5: Trust in institutions | Liberia | 2022-2024
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Respondents were asked: How much do you frust each of the following, or haven’t you heard enough
about them to say? (% who say “somewhat” or “a lot”)

For more information, please contact:

Elkanah Y. Taylor

Center for Democratic Governance (CDG)
Telephone: +231 880521998

Email: etaylor@cdglib.org

Visit us online at:
www.cdglib.org
www.afrobarometer.org

Follow our releases on #VoicesAfrica.
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