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News releqase

A majority of Batswana favour direct election of their president but
want to maintain current system of appointing cabinet ministers,
new Afrobarometer study shows

A maijority of Batswana support directly electing their president, as opposed to the current
indirect system under which the president is elected by Parliament, the latest Afrobarometer
survey shows.

But citizens believe that the current system whereby cabinet ministers are drawn only from
Parliament has served Botswana well and should be maintained.

Three-quarters of Batswana say that in order to promote integrity in the public service,
government employees who accumulate sudden and unexplained wealth should be
subjected to lifestyle audits.

Key findings

B Sixin 10 Batswana (60%) say the current system whereby the president is elected by
Parliament should be changed fo allow citizens to directly elect the president (Figure

1).

o This perspective is particularly popular among individuals with a post-secondary
education, urban residents (64%), and economically disadvantaged citizens (63%-
64%). Elderly respondents are least likely to favour direct election of the president
(37%) (Figure 2).

B More than half (56%) of citizens believe that the current system of drawing cabinet
ministers only from Parliament has served Botswana well and should be maintained
(Figure 3).

o Support for the current system declines as respondents’ age increases, ranging
from 64% among 18- to 25-year-olds to 47% among those over age 65 (Figure 4).

B Three-quarters of citizens “agree” (30%) or “strongly agree” (45%) that public servants
who accumulate sudden wealth should be subjected fo lifestyle audits (Figure 5).

Afrobarometer surveys

Afrobarometer is a pan-African, non-partisan survey research network that provides reliable
data on African experiences and evaluations of democracy, governance, and quality of life.
Nine survey rounds in up to 42 countries have been completed since 1999. Round 10 surveys
were launched in January 2024. Afrobarometer’s national partners conduct face-to-face
interviews in the language of the respondent’s choice.

The Afrobarometer team in Botswana, led by Star Awards, interviewed a nationally
representative sample of 1,200 adult Batswana between 6 and 19 July 2024. A sample of this
size yields counftry-level results with a margin of error of +/-3 percentage points at a 95%
confidence level. Previous surveys were conducted in Botswana in 1999, 2003, 2005, 2008,
2012, 2014, 2017, 2019, and 2022.
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Charts

Figure 1: Should the system be changed to allow direct election of the president?
| Botswana | 2017-2024
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Figure 2: Support for direct election of the president | by demographic group
| Botswana | 2024
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Respondents were asked: Which of the following statements is closest to your view?
Statement 1: The current system where the president is elected by Parliament should be changed to
allow citizens to directly elect the president.
Statement 2: The current system where Parliament elects the president has served Botswana well and
should be maintained.
(% who agree with Statement 1)
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Figure 3: How should cabinet ministers be appointed? | Botswana | 2024
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Respondents were asked: Which of the following statements is closest to your view?g
Statement 1: The Constitution should be amended to allow the president to appoint cabinet ministers
from outside Parliament.
Statement 2: The current system where cabinet ministers are drawn only from Parliament has served
Botswana well and must be maintained.

Figure 4: Support for parliamentary cabinet appointment system
| by demographic group | Botswana | 2024
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Respondents were asked: Which of the following statements is closest to your view?g
Statement 1: The Constitution should be amended to allow the president to appoint cabinet ministers
from outside Parliament.
Statement 2: The current system where cabinet ministers are drawn only from Parliament has served
Botswana well and must be maintained.
(% who agree with Statement 2)
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Figure 5: Should public servants be subjected to lifestyle audits? | Botswana | 2024
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Respondents were asked: Please tell me whether you disagree or agree with the following statement: In
order to promote integrity in the public service, individuals who accumulate sudden and unexplained
wealth should be subjected fo lifestyle audits.

For more information, please contact:

Star Awards
Batlang Seabo
+267 71 149 468
seabob@ub.ac.bw

Visit us online at:
www.afrobarometer.org
Follow our releases on #VoicesAfrica.
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