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Let the people have a say

Monrovia, Liberia
22 February 2025

News releqase

Most Liberians aware of plans for war and economic crimes court,
see it as key to accountability, Afrobarometer survey shows

Most Liberians say they have heard about the new government’s plans to establish a war
and economic crimes court and think that such a court will further accountability for crimes
committed during the civil war, according to the latest Afrobarometer survey.

While Liberia has enjoyed more than two decades of peace, activists say that atrocities
committed during the country’s civil war (1989-2003) remain unpunished. President Joseph
Boakai has characterised his executive order to establish a war and economic crimes court
as a crucial step toward accountability.

In a 2022 Afrobarometer survey, more than two-thirds of Liberians supported the
establishment of a war crimes court, even though a clear majority thought Liberians needed
to forget the crimes committed during the civil war.

The latest Afrobarometer survey, from 2024, finds that Liberians are convinced of the war and
economic crimes court’s utility: More than three-fourths say that the court will make it
possible to hold those who committed crimes during the war accountable for their actions.

Key findings

¥ In 2022, sevenin 10 Liberians (70%) said the government should establish a war crimes
court. But 61% said Liberians need to forget the crimes committed during the civil war
and move on (Figure 1).

B In 2024, most Liberians (84%) say they have heard about the new government's plan
to establish a war and economic crimes court, while only one-sixth (16%) say they are
unaware of it (Figure 2).

B More than three-quarters (78%) of citizens think that the war and economic crimes
court will make it possible for the country to hold people accountable for crimes
committed during the war, while two in 10 (19%) “disagree” or “strongly disagree”
(Figure 3).

o Citizens with post-secondary education (88%) and urban residents (82%) are
especially likely to believe that the court will hold wrongdoers accountable
(Figure 4).

Afrobarometer surveys

Afrobarometer is a pan-African, non-partisan survey research network that provides reliable
data on African experiences and evaluations of democracy, governance, and quality of life.
Nine survey rounds in up to 42 countries have been completed since 1999. Round 10 were
launched in January 2024. Afrobarometer’s national partners conduct face-to-face
interviews in the language of the respondent’s choice.

The Afrobarometer team in Liberia, led by the Center for Democratic Governance (CDG),
intferviewed a nationally representative sample of 1,200 adult citizens between 30 July and 21
August 2024. A sample of this size yields country-level results with a margin of error of +/-3
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percentage points at a 95% confidence level. Previous surveys were conducted in Liberia in
2008, 2012, 2015, 2018, 2020, and 2022.

Charts

Figure 1: Views on the civil war and the Truth and Reconciliation Commission
| Liberia | 2022
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Respondents were asked: For each of the following statements, please tell me whether you disagree or
agree:
The work of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission or TRC has helped Liberian citizens who
suffered various abuses during the civil war to get over their experiences.
All victims of human rights abuses during the war received fair and equal freatment as a result of the
work of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission or TRC.
The government should establish a war crimes courf to prosecute those who committed war crimes
during the civil war.
As a country, we need to forget the crimes committed during the civil war and move on.

Figure 2: Awareness of plans for a war and economic crimes court | Liberia | 2024
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Respondents were asked: Have you heard about the new government’s plan to establish a war and
economic crimes court in Liberia?
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Figure 3: Will war and economic crimes court make accountability possible?
| Liberia | 2024
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Respondents were asked: Do you agree or disagree with the following statement: The war and
economic crimes court will make it possible for the country to hold people who committed crimes
during the war accountable for their crimes?

Figure 4: War and economic crimes court will make accountability possible
| by demographic group | Liberia | 2024
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Respondents were asked: Do you agree or disagree with the following statement: The war and
economic crimes court will make it possible for the country to hold people who committed crimes
during the war accountable for their crimes?
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For more information, please contact:

Elkanah Y. Taylor

Center for Democratic Governance (CDG)
Telephone: +231 880521998

Email: etaylor@cdglib.org

Visit us online at:
www.cdglib.org
www.afrobarometer.org

Follow our releases on #VoicesAfrica.
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