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Summary

In Seychelles, young people aged 15-35 years constitute 30% of the population, while
children under the age of 15 account for an additional 19% (National Bureau of Statistics,
2024q).

While the island nation boasts nearly universal youth literacy (99%), unemployment among
15- to 24-year-olds is four times higher (12.2%) than the national average (3.2%) (Natfional
Bureau of Statistics, 2024b; World Bank, 2024). Factors confribufing to youth unemployment
include a lack of economic diversification, with opportunities mostly limited to tourism, and
a skills mismatch in the labour force (Karapetyan, 2020; United Nations, 2023; Bhorat, Ewinyu,
& Yu, 2017).

To increase youth employability, the government has implemented a variety of initiatives,
including the My First Job scheme, a youth wage subsidy programme in which an employer
can claim up to 40% of a first-time worker's salary as a rebate, and the Skills Development
Programme, which focuses on upskiling and enhancing the competencies of youth who
have not finished secondary school (Gappy, 2021; Joubert, 2022). Five years into the
programme, two-thirds of youths registered with My First Job were working (Gappy, 2021).

The Global Youth Development Index ranks Seychelles 102nd out of 183 countries, defining it
as a "medium youth development” country (Commonwealth Secretariat, 2023). But how do
Seychellois youth experience their development?

Findings show that the youth (adults aged between 18 and 35 years) are more educated
than their elders but are also more likely to be looking for work. The economy is the tfopmost
concern for young Seychellois, followed by drug abuse and incomes.

Many young people think the country is headed in the right direction, and youth are more
opftimistic about the near future than older citizens. However, findings also reveal that young
Seychellois are less likely than their elders to engage in political and civic processes.

Afrobarometer surveys

Afrobarometer is a pan-African, nonpartisan survey research network that provides reliable
data on African experiences and evaluations of democracy, governance, and quality of life.
Nine rounds of surveys have been completed in up to 42 countries since 1999. Round 10
surveys were launched in January 2024. Afrobarometer conducts face-to-face interviews in
the language of the respondent’s choice.

In Round 9, Afrobarometer’s first survey in Seychelles, a team led by the Institute for
Development Studies, University of Nairobi, interviewed a nationally representative sample of
1,200 adult Seychellois in December 2022. A sample of this size yields country-level results with
a margin of error of +/-3 percentage points at a 5% confidence level.
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Key findings

Seychellois youth (aged 18-35) outpace older generations in educational attainment:
Almost all young Seychellois (99%) have secondary or post-secondary education,
compared with fewer than two-thirds (64%) among those aged 56 years and above.

But youth are also more likely than their elders to be unemployed: 8% say they are
looking for a job, compared to 3%-4% among older cohorts.

Management of the economy tops the list of the most important problems that
Seychellois youth want their government to address (cited by 32% of young adults),
followed by drug abuse (28%) and incomes (23%).

More than half of young Seychellois think the government is doing a good job of
creating jobs (59%). managing the economy (54%), and combating drug abuse
(52%).

o Fewer approve of its performance in reducing crime (31%) and narrowing gaps
between rich and poor (23%).

Youth are slightly more likely than the elderly to say the country is going in the “right
direction” (45% vs. 40%).

o Citizens aged 18-35 are also more positive than the middle-aged and the elderly
in their appraisals of the country’s economy, their own living conditions, and
prospects for improvement in the near future.

Young Seychellois are somewhat less likely than their elders to engage in political and
civic activities such as voting and contacting their political representatives.

Education and employment status

Seychellois youth (aged 18-35) are more educated than older generations. Nearly all young
respondents (99%)! report having completed secondary or post-secondary schooling,
compared with 64% of those aged 56 and older (Figure 1).

Despite having more education than their elders, young Seychellois are more likely than their
elders to be looking for work. About one in 12 youth (8%) say they are not employed and are
looking for a job, compared to 3%-4% among those aged over 35 (Figure 2).

Do your own analysis of Afrobarometer data — on any
guestion, for any country and survey round. It’s easy and
free at www.afrobarometer.org/online-data-analysis.

! Due to rounding, percentages for combined categories reported in the text may differ slightly from the sum of
sub-categories shown in figures (e.g. 49% “post-secondary” and 49% “secondary” sum to 99%).
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Figure 1: Education level | by age group | Seychelles | 2022
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Respondents were asked: What is your highest level of education?
Figure 2: Not employed | by age group | Seychelles | 2022
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Respondents were asked: Do you have a job that pays a cash income? [If no:] Are you currently looking
for a jobe

Priorities for government action and perception of performance

Young Seychellois identify management of the economy as the most important problem the
government must address (cited by 32% of 18- to 35-year-olds) (Figure 3). The frade and use
of drugs (28%) ranks second, followed by concerns about wages and incomes (23%), housing
(13%), and crime and security (11%).

Seychellois youth are more likely (by 3 to é percentage points) than senior citizens (those
aged 56 and above) to cite drug abuse, housing, unemployment, and crime and security as
top concerns, while the elderly are more likely (by 5 points) to prioritise health.

What are young Seychellois’ perceptions of government action on their core priorities?
Maijorities say the government is performing “fairly well” or “very well” on creating jobs (59%),
managing the economy (54%), and combating drug abuse (52%) (Figure 4).

But fewer than one in three applaud the government’s performance in reducing crime (31%)
and narrowing income gaps (23%).
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Figure 3: Most important problems | by age group
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| Seychelles | 2022
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Respondents were asked: In your opinion, what are the most important problems facing this country
that government should addressg (Up to three answers per respondent were recorded. The figure
shows the % of respondents who cited each problem among their three priorities.)

Figure 4: Approval of government performance | 18- fo 35-year-olds | Seychelles

| 2022
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Respondents were asked: How well or badly would you say the current government is handling the
following matters, or haven'’t you heard enough to say? (% who say “fairly well” or “very well”)
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Political leaders receive relatively low approval ratings from Seychellois youth. Fewer than
half of young respondents “approve” or “strongly approve” of the performance of President
Wavel Ramkalawan (42%), members of the National Assembly (43%), and appointed district
administrators (28%) (Figure 5).

Figure 5: Approval of political leaders’ performance | by age group | Seychelles
| 2022
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Respondents were asked: Do you approve or disapprove of the way that the following people have
performed their jobs over the past 12 months, or haven't you heard enough about them to say?
(% who "approve” or “strongly approve”)

President Wavel Ramkalawan

The country’s direction, economic condition, and future

Like their elders, young Seychellois are divided in their views on the country’s overall
direction: A large plurality (45%) believe it is headed in “the right direction,” while 30%
disagree and 25% are either unsure on the issue or unwilling to share their thoughts (Figure 6).
Pessimism is somewhat more prevalent among the middle-aged (40%) and the elderly (37%).

Figure é: Country’s direction | by age group | Seychelles | 2022
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Respondents were asked: Would you say that the country is going in the wrong direction or going in the
right direction?@
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Despite facing lower prospects of employment, young Seychellois are somewhat more likely
than their elders to describe the country’s economic condition as “fairly good” or “very
good” (45% vs. 38%-42%) (Figure 7).

And six in 10 youth (61%) report that their personal living conditions are good, compared to
56% of the older cohorts.

Figure 7: Positive assessments of country’s economy and personal living conditions
| by age group | Seychelles | 2022
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Respondents were asked: In general, how would you describe: The present economic condition of this
countrye Your own present living conditions@

One in three young respondents (33%) think the country’s economic condition has improved
over the past year, while one-fourth (24%) say it has worsened and 38% believe it has
remained the same (Figure 8). Senior citizens are far more likely to say the economy
deteriorated (37%).

Young Seychellois are somewhat more optimistic about the near future than their older
counterparts: 42% think things will get better over the next 12 months, compared to 38%-39%
of those over age 35.

Figure 8: Retrospective and prospective assessment of country’s economic
conditions | Seychelles | 2022
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Respondents were asked: Looking back, how do you rate economic conditions in this country
compared to 12 months ago? Looking ahead, do you expect economic conditions in this country to
be better or worse in 12 months’ time?
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Political and civic engagement

To what extent do Seychellois youth engage in political and civic processes to pursue
change?

While most 18- to 35-year-olds (86%) say they voted in the most recent national elections in
2020, this is a lower rate than the 93% turnout reported by older cohorts (Figure 9).

Figure 9: Participation in political and civic activities | by age group | Seychelles
| 2022

Voted in the election 23%
93%
G 9%
P 24%
Joined others to raise an issue 1% 35%
G 27%
Contacted a member of the National L 31%
3%
Assembly Wi
. 20%
Contacted a district administrator 24?770%
sy 24%
. 20%
Feel close to a party 29%,
wes 29%
s 13% .
Contacted political party official 16“7%2% " 18-35 years
Wi 18% 36-55 years
e 12%
Attended a community meeting 1 ]]75% 56 years and
vzt 3% above
e 7%
7%

Participated in a demonstration 5%
“E 6%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Respondents were asked:
In the last national election, held in 2020 did you vote, or not, or were you foo young to voteé Or
can't you remember whether you voted? (% who say they voted) (Respondents who were too young
to vofe in 2020 are excluded.)

During the past year, how often have you contacted any of the following persons about some
important problem or to give them your views?g (% who say “only once,” “a few times,” or “often”)
Here is a list of actions that people sometimes take as cifizens. For each of these, please tell me
whether you, personally, have done any of these things during the past year: Attended a community
meeting? Goft together with others fo raise an issue? Participated in a demonstration or protest
march? (% who say “once or twice,” “several times,” or "“often”)

Here is a list of actions that people sometimes take as citizens. For each of these, please tell me
whether you, personally, have done any of these things during the past year: Attended a community
meeting? Goft together with others fo raise an issue? Parficipated in a demonstration or protest
march? (% who say “once or twice,” “several times,” or “often”)

Do you feel close to any particular political party? (% who say "yes")
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Seychellois are somewhat less likely than their elders to contact political representatives
about an important issue: Fewer than one-fourth of young adults report reaching out at least
once during the previous year to a member of the National Assembly (22%, compared to
23%-31% of older generations), a district administrator (20% vs. 24%-27%), or a political party
official (13% vs. 16%-22%).

Youth similarly lag behind their elders when it comes to identifying with political parties (20%
vs. 29%-36%). But they are just as likely as the overall population to have attended a
community meeting or participated in a demonstration.

Conclusion

Despite being more educated than their elders, young Seychellois are more likely to be
looking for work. Even so, young people express confidence in the government’s efforts to
address unemployment and their fop concerns, namely economic management and drug
abuse.

Although young people are optimistic about their country’s future, and many voted in the
last national elections, findings also reveal that their broader political and civic engagement
remains limited. Bridging this gap could be instrumental in empowering young Seychellois to
play a more active role in shaping their futures and the nation’s trajectory.
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