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Banjul, Gambia 

23 December 2024 

News release 

Gambians bemoan economic conditions, express dissatisfaction 

with government performance, Afrobarometer survey reveals 

A majority of Gambians hold a negative view of the country’s economic situation and their 

personal living conditions, the latest Afrobarometer findings show.  

Access to basic necessities remains a significant concern. Many Gambians report that they 

or someone in their household went without a cash income or medical care at least once 

during the past year, alongside shortages of cooking fuel, water, and food. 

While about half of Gambians commend the government’s performance on maintaining 

roads and bridges, fewer than half rate the government positively on providing reliable 

electricity, addressing educational needs, delivering water and sanitation services, and 

preventing and resolving violent conflict. Very few give the government passing marks on 

economic performance indicators. 

Health care tops the list of citizens’ priorities for government action, followed by the rising 

cost of living and concerns about crime and security. 

Key findings 

▪ Only about two in 10 Gambians (19%) describe the country’s economic condition as 

“fairly good” or “very good,” a 39-point drop since 2018 (58%) (Figure 1).  

o More than three-fourths (77%) give a negative evaluation of the economic 

condition of the country.   

▪ Almost six in 10 Gambians (57%) describe their personal living conditions as “fairly 

bad” or “very bad” (Figure 2).   

o Reports of poor living conditions are especially common among citizens 

experiencing high lived poverty (72%), those with no formal schooling (65%), and 

rural residents (67%).  

▪ Three-fourths (75%) of citizens say they or someone in their household went without a 

cash income at least once during the previous year, and the same proportion say 

they lacked medical care. Many also report shortages of cooking fuel (60%), water 

(57%), and food (44%) (Figure 3). 

▪ Half (50%) of Gambians applaud the government’s efforts to maintain roads and 

bridges. Fewer than half say the government is doing “fairly well” or “very well” on 

providing a reliable supply of electricity (42%), addressing educational needs (37%), 

providing water and sanitation services (35%), and preventing or resolving violent 

conflict (30%) (Figure 4).  

▪ Only small minorities approve of the government’s performance on economic 

indicators, including keeping prices stable (3%), reducing inequality (6%), creating 

jobs (9%), improving living standards of the poor (11%), and managing the economy 

(15%).  
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▪ Health (55%) is the most frequently cited problem that Gambians want the 

government to address, followed by the increasing cost of living (45%) and 

crime/security (34%) (Figure 5).  

Afrobarometer surveys 

Afrobarometer is a pan-African, non-partisan survey research network that provides reliable 

data on African experiences and evaluations of democracy, governance, and quality of life. 

Nine survey rounds in up to 42 countries have been completed since 1999. Round 10 were 

launched in January 2024. Afrobarometer’s national partners conduct face-to-face 

interviews in the language of the respondent’s choice. 

The Afrobarometer team in Gambia, led by the Center for Research and Policy 

Development, interviewed a nationally representative sample of 1,200 adult Gambians in 

April-May 2024. A sample of this size yields country-level results with a margin of error of +/-3 

percentage points at a 95% confidence level. Previous surveys were conducted in Gambia 

in 2018, 2021, and 2022. 

Charts 

Figure 1: Country’s economic condition | Gambia | 2018-2024  

 

Respondents were asked: In general, how would you describe the country’s present economic 

condition?  
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Figure 2: Personal living condition | by urban-rural location, education, and 

economic status | Gambia | 2024  

 
Respondents were asked: In general, how would you describe your own present living conditions? 

Figure 3: Went without basic life necessities | Gambia | 2024  

 
Respondents were asked: Over the past year, how often, if ever, have you or anyone in your family gone 

without: Enough food to eat? Enough clean water for home use? Medicines or medical treatment? 

Enough fuel to cook your food? A cash income? 
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Figure 4: Assessment of government performance | Gambia | 2024  

 

Respondents were asked: How well or badly would you say the current government is handling the 

following matters, or haven’t you heard enough to say? (% who say “fairly well” or “very well”) 
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Figure 5: Most important problems | by urban-rural location Gambia | 2024  

 

Respondents were asked: In your opinion what are the most important problems facing this country 

that the government should address? (Up to three responses were recorded. The figure shows the % of 

respondents who cite each problem among their three priorities.)  
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Center for Research and Policy Development 

Telephone: +220 2599241  
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