
 

Copyright ©Afrobarometer 2024  1 

 

Dispatch No. 926 | 23 December 2024                                                                   

Seychellois support media freedom, endorse 

access to information held by government  

Afrobarometer Dispatch No. 926 | Daniel Iberi  

 

Summary 

Reporters Without Borders (2024) ranked Seychelles 37th out of 180 countries and third in 

Africa in the 2024 World Press Freedom Index. While the position is encouraging, Seychelles’ 

ranking has plummeted 24 places in the space of two years (Hasina, 2024), though it remains 

well above its 2014 placement of 103rd (Reporters Without Borders, 2014). Intimidation of 

journalists and harsh criticism from politicians are some of the emerging challenges the 

media in the archipelago face (Reporters Without Borders, 2024; U.S. Department of State, 

2023).  

Although rare, sanctions on media in Seychelles can be punitive. For example, in 2020, the 

newspaper Today in Seychelles was fined 23,000 euros for publishing a defamatory article in 

2016, despite the decriminalisation of defamation in 2017 (BBC, 2023). In 2022, the Seychelles 

Independent, a newspaper known for its investigative journalism, was banned from covering 

the presidential briefings “for no official reason” (Reporters Without Borders, 2024). The same 

year, the Seychelles Broadcasting Corporation complained about political pressure from 

both the government and the opposition and called for greater respect for media 

impartiality (U.S. Department of State, 2023). 

Despite these challenges, the media environment remains generally favourable. The 

country’s Constitution expressly provides for freedom of expression for everyone, and the 

judiciary has upheld press freedom in several important court cases, which include several 

rulings against the government (Judiciary of Seychelles, 2023). The Seychelles Media 

Commission (2024), the country’s media regulator, cites preservation of media freedom at 

the top of its list of functions.  

What are Seychelles citizens’ perceptions of their media?  

Findings from the most recent Afrobarometer survey, conducted in late 2022, show that a 

majority of Seychellois support the media’s role as a watchdog over the government. Most 

citizens say the public should have access to information held by public authorities, such as 

budgets and contracts. Seychellois also support media freedom, although a large plurality of 

respondents worry that media is not actually free to report without government interference.   

Television is the most popular source of news in Seychelles, with virtually all citizens watching 

news at least a few times a week.  

Afrobarometer surveys 

Afrobarometer is a pan-African, non-partisan survey research network that provides reliable 

data on African experiences and evaluations of democracy, governance, and quality of life. 

Nine rounds of surveys have been completed in 42 countries since 1999. Round 10 surveys 

were launched in January 2024. Afrobarometer conducts face-to-face interviews in the 

language of the respondent’s choice.  
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Afrobarometer’s first survey in Seychelles was conducted in December 2022 by a team led 

by the Institute for Development Studies, University of Nairobi, which interviewed a nationally 

representative sample of 1,176 adult Seychellois. A sample of this size yields country-level 

results with a margin of error of +/-3 percentage points at a 95% confidence level. 

Key findings 

▪ Four-fifths (81%) of Seychellois “agree” or “strongly agree” that the media should 

“constantly investigate and report on government mistakes and corruption.”  

▪ A similarly strong majority (84%) say the media should have the right to publish any 

views and ideas without government interference, while only 6% endorse a 

government right to prevent the publication of things it disapproves of.  

▪ About half (51%) of survey participants say the country’s media is “somewhat free” or 

“completely free” to report and comment on the news without government 

interference, while more than four in 10 (42%) disagree. 

▪ More than six in 10 citizens (62%) say the public should have access to government 

information, while one-fourth (25%) say such information should be for use by 

government officials only. 

▪ Overwhelming majorities say the public should have access to district administration 

budgets (84%) and government bids and contracts (82%). 

o But fewer than half (47%) believe salaries of district administrators and teachers 

should be made public. 

▪ Television and radio are the most popular sources of news in Seychelles, used at least 

“a few times a week” by most citizens, followed by the Internet and social media.  

o Senior citizens and the unschooled are considerably less likely than youth and 

more educated respondents to consume news via digital or print media. 

The role of the media  

Most Seychellois believe that the media have a duty to hold the government accountable. 

About eight in 10 (81%) “agree” or “strongly agree” that news media should “constantly 

investigate and report on government mistakes and corruption,” while only 9% say that “too 

much reporting on negative events, like government mistakes and corruption, only harms the 

country” (Figure 1).  

Notably, more than eight in 10 citizens (84%) say the media should have the right to publish 

any views and ideas, while only a tiny minority (6%) believe the government should have the 

authority to prevent the publication of things it disapproves of (Figure 2). 

Support for media freedom is strong across both genders and all age groups, with the highest 

level of support found among respondents in the 36-45 age bracket (92%) (Figure 3). More 

educated Seychellois are more likely to endorse the principle that the media should operate 

independently of government control: 88% of those with post-secondary education support 

this idea, compared to 79% of individuals with only primary or no formal education. 
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Figure 1: Media’s watchdog role | Seychelles | 2022 

 
Respondents were asked: Which of the following statements is closest to your view?  

Statement 1: The news media should constantly investigate and report on government mistakes and 

corruption.  

Statement 2: Too much reporting on negative events, like government mistakes and corruption, only 

harms the country. 

(% who “agree” or “strongly agree” with each statement)  

Figure 2: Should the media be free? | Seychelles | 2022 

 
Respondents were asked: Which of the following statements is closest to your view? 

Statement 1: The media should have the right to publish any views and ideas without government 

control.  

Statement 2: The government should have the right to prevent the media from publishing things that it 

disapproves of. 

(% who “agree” or “strongly agree” with each statement)  
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Do your own analysis of Afrobarometer data – on any question, 
for any country and survey round. It’s easy and free at 

www.afrobarometer.org/online-data-analysis. 
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Figure 3: Support for media freedom | by demographic group | Seychelles | 2022 

 
Respondents were asked: Which of the following statements is closest to your view? 

Statement 1: The media should have the right to publish any views and ideas without government 

control.  

Statement 2: The government should have the right to prevent the media from publishing things that 

it disapproves of. 

(% who “agree” or “strongly agree” with Statement 1)  

 

But how free is the media in reality? Half (51%) of Seychellois say the country’s media is 

“somewhat free” (35%) or “completely free” (16%) to report and comment on current affairs 

without censorship or interference (Figure 4). However, one-third (32%) consider the media 

“not very free,” and 10% deem it “not at all free.”  

Figure 4: How free is the media? | Seychelles | 2022 

 
Respondents were asked: In your opinion, how free is the news media in this country to report and 

comment on the news without censorship or interference by the government?  
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The view that the media is free is more common among the wealthy (55% of those with no 

lived poverty1) than their worse-off counterparts (43%-46%) (Figure 5). But there is little 

difference in responses across education levels, ages, or genders. 

Figure 5: Media is somewhat/completely free | by demographic group                        

| Seychelles | 2022 

 
Respondents were asked: In your opinion, how free is the news media in this country to report and 

comment on the news without censorship or interference by the government? (% who say “somewhat 

free” or “completely free”) 

Government regulation of information 

What do Seychellois think about restrictions on access to information? Do they believe their 

government should be required to share information with the public?  

More than six in 10 Seychellois (62%) favour citizens’ right to government information, 

disagreeing with the assertion that information held by public authorities is for use only by 

government officials (Figure 6). One-fourth (25%) support limiting such information to 

government use, while 7% neither agree nor disagree. 

More men than women support public access to information held by public authorities (66% 

vs. 59%) (Figure 7). Seychellois with post-secondary education (70%) are more likely to agree 

than those with secondary education (58%) or less (55%). Support for access to information is 

lowest among respondents experiencing moderate or high levels of lived poverty (38%), 

among whom 28% take no position on the question. 

 
1 Afrobarometer’s Lived Poverty Index (LPI) measures respondents’ levels of material deprivation by asking how 
often they or their families went without basic necessities (enough food, enough water, medical care, enough 
cooking fuel, and a cash income) during the preceding year. For more on lived poverty, see Mattes and Patel 
(2022). 

43%

46%

55%

52%

52%

49%

51%

53%

53%

49%

52%

51%

51%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Moderate/High lived poverty

Low lived poverty

No lived poverty

Post-secondary

Secondary

No formal education/Primary

56 years and above

46-55 years

36-45 years

18-35 years

Men

Women

National average



 

Copyright ©Afrobarometer 2024  6 

 

Figure 6: Should information held by public authorities be hidden from the public?    

| Seychelles | 2022 

 
Respondents were asked: Do you agree or disagree with the following statement: Information held by 

public authorities is only for use by government officials; it should not have to be shared with the 

public?  

Figure 7: Information held by public authorities should be shared with the public  

| by demographic group | Seychelles | 2022 

 
Respondents were asked: Do you agree or disagree with the following statement: Information held by 

public authorities is only for use by government officials; it should not have to be shared with the 

public? (% who “disagree” or “strongly disagree”) 

 

Strong majorities endorse the public release of information relating to district administration 

budgets (84%) and bids and contracts for government-funded projects or purchases (82%) 

(Figure 8). However, slightly fewer than half (47%) support the public’s right to information 

about the salaries of teachers and local government officials. This may reflect a view that 

salaries, even of public servants, are private matters. 
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Figure 8: Public should have access to government budgets, contracts, and salaries                               

| Seychelles | 2022 

 
Respondents were asked: For each of the following, please tell me whether ordinary citizens and news 

media should have the right to obtain this information from government, or whether government should 

be allowed to keep the information away from the public: 

Budgets and expenditures for the district administration? 

All bids and contracts with businesses that have competed for government-funded projects or 

purchases? 

Salary information for teachers and district administrators? 

(% who say this information should be available to the public) 

Sources of news 

Seychellois are loyal to their televisions, which is by far the most widely used mass media 

platform for getting news. Nearly all citizens (96%) say they get news via television “every 

day” or “a few times a week” (Figure 9). Only 2% say they “never” use television as a news 

source (Figure 9).  

After television, radio is the most popular source of news. More than eight in 10 Seychellois 

(81%) regularly obtain news from their wireless, while slightly more than two-thirds turn to the 

Internet (70%) and social media (68%). Fewer than four in 10 (37%) rely on newspapers as a 

regular source of news. 

Figure 9: Frequency of news consumption | Seychelles | 2022 

 
Respondents were asked: How often do you get news from the following sources? 
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While television is equally popular across all age groups, youth (aged 18-35 years) are more 

than twice as likely to obtain their news from digital media as the elderly (89% vs. 42% for 

social media, 91% vs. 45% for the Internet) (Figure 10). Interestingly, young adults are most 

likely of all age groups to read newspapers daily or weekly (45%), showing that print media is 

not going out of fashion. But young respondents are less likely than older cohorts to tune in 

regularly to the radio (75% vs. 88%). 

While men and women are broadly similar in their use of media for current affairs, highly 

educated Seychellois are about four times as likely as those with little or no formal schooling 

to regularly browse social media (88% vs. 21%) or the Internet (90% vs. 24%) for news. Reading 

the paper is also more common among those with post-secondary education (46%) 

compared to those with secondary education or less (26%-32%).  

Figure 10: Regular consumption of news | by age, gender, and education  

| Seychelles | 2022 
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Conclusion 

Seychellois overwhelmingly support the media’s role as a watchdog and the free flow of 

public information. Strong majorities support media freedom and demand public access to 

information such as government bids and contracts and local government council budgets 

and expenditures.  

What should concern activists, journalists, and the media regulator is that, while half of those 

surveyed believe that Seychelles’ media is at least “somewhat” free, a large plurality 

disagree. Press freedom is essential in providing a solid foundation for watchdog 

organisations, civil society, and policy makers to continue promoting accountability and 

political freedoms in the country. And public perceptions matter: It is imperative that the 

media is seen to be free if it is to be trusted by the citizenry.  
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