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News release

Majority of Zambians are aware of the Constituency Development
Fund, but worry that projects benefit only a few

The overwhelming majority of Zambians have heard of the Constituency Development Fund
(CDF), Afrobarometer survey findings show.

But two-thirds of those who are aware of the fund believe CDF-funded projects benefit only a
few individuals, and half do not know of any CDF-funded project in their constituency.

The biggest challenge to the implementation of CDF-funded projects, according to ordinary
Zambians, is poor guidelines on how CDF should be utilized, while political interference is
listed as the second-biggest challenge.

Key findings

B The vast majority (82%) of Zambians say they have heard of the Constituency
Development Fund (Figure 1).

o Atfleast nine in 10 respondents are aware of CDF among citizens with post-
secondary education (97%) and secondary education (?0%), urban residents
(90%), and 46- to 55-year-olds (90%) (Figure 2).

B Among those who have heard of CDF:

o Half (51%) say they do not know of any project in their constituency that has been
funded by CDF (Figure 3).

o Two-thirds (67%) say most CDF-funded projects in the country only benefit a few
individuals, while one-fourth (25%) think they benefit whole communities (Figure 4).

o The biggest perceived challenge to the implementation of CDF-funded projects is
poor guidelines on how CDF ought fo be utilized (cited by 33% of respondents),
followed by political interference (29%) (Figure 5).

Afrobarometer surveys

Afrobarometer is a pan-African, non-partisan survey research network that provides reliable
data on African experiences and evaluations of democracy, governance, and quality of life.
Nine survey rounds in up to 42 countries have been completed since 1999. Round 10 surveys
were launched in January 2024. Afrobarometer’s national partners conduct face-to-face
interviews in the language of the respondent’s choice.

The Afrobarometer team in Zambia, led by the Institute of Economic and Social Research
(INESOR), interviewed a nationally representative sample of 1,200 adult citizens between 8
and 28 July 2024. A sample of this size yields country-level results with a margin of error of +/-3
percentage points at a 95% confidence level. Previous standard Afrobarometer surveys were
conducted in Zambia in 1999, 2004, 2005, 2009, 2012, 2014, 2017, 2021, and 2022.
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Charts

Figure 1: Awareness of CDF | Zambia | 2024
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Respondents were asked: Have you heard of the Constituency Development Fund or CDFg

Figure 2: Awareness of CDF | by demographic group | Zambia | 2024
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Respondents were asked: Have you heard of the Constituency Development Fund or CDF?2

Copyright ©Afrobarometer 2024



AFR¢
BAROMETER

Let the people have a say

Figure 3: Knowledge of CDF-funded projects | Zambia | 2024

100%
80%
mYes
60% Don't know
mNo
40%
20%
0%

Respondents who have heard of CDF were asked: Do you know of any project in your constituency that
has been funded by the Constituency Development Fund or CDF¢ (Respondents who have not heard
of CDF are excluded.)

Figure 4: Perceptions of CDF-funded projects’ benefits | Zambia | 2024
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Respondents who have heard of CDF were asked: In your opinion, do most CDF-funded projects in this

country benefit entire communities or a few individuals, or have you not heard enough to say?
(Respondents who have not heard of CDF are excluded.)
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Figure 5: Biggest perceived challenge to CDF implementation | Zombia | 2024
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Respondents who have heard of CDF were asked: In your opinion, which of the following factors
represents the biggest challenge to the implementation of Constituency Development Fund or CDF
projectsin your area? (Respondents who have not heard of CDF are excluded.)

For more information, please contact:

Institute of Economic and Social Research (INESOR), University of Zambia
Edward Chibwili

Telephone: +260 971 754083

Email: edward.chibwili@unza.zm

Visit us online at:
www.unza.zm/institutes/inesor
www.afrobarometer.org

Follow our releases on #VoicesAfrica.
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