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Harare, Zimbabwe
3 October 2024

News release

Zimbabweans support presidential term limits and multiparty
competition, Afrobarometer survey shows

A large majority of Zimbabweans say they prefer the present constitutional arrangement that
limits the president to a maximum of two terms in office, a new Afrobarometer survey shows.

Most citizens also support multiparty competition and believe that many political parties are
needed to ensure that voters have real choices in who governs them. Urban residents and
individuals who have some post-secondary education are more likely to endorse these views
than their rural and less educated counterparts.

The push in some ruling-party circles for a constitutional amendment to remove the
presidential term limit is the most controversial and polarising issue dominating public debate
in Zimbabwe today.

Key findings

" About eightin 10 Zimbabweans (79%) support the present constitutional arrangement
that limits the president to serving two terms in office (Figure 1).

o Men are more likely than women to support presidential term limits (81% vs. 76%),
as are urban residents compared to their rural counterparts (85% vs. 74%) (Figure
2).

o Support for term limits increases with respondents’ level of education, rising from
69% among those with primary schooling or less to 87% among those with tertiary
education.

" About two-thirds (68%) of citizens favour having many political parties so that voters
have real choices in who governs them, while 31% instead say political parties create
division and confusion and it is unnecessary to have many of them (Figure 3).

o Urbanites are more likely than rural residents to support multiparty competition
(71% vs. 65%), as are the most educated citizens (80%) compared to those with
secondary schooling or less (60%-66%) (Figure 4).

o Geographically, Mashonaland West is the region with the highest share of
respondents who support multiparty competition (85%), compared to only 59% of
Harare residents (Figure 5).

Afrobarometer surveys

Afrobarometer is a pan-African, non-partisan survey research network that provides reliable
data on African experiences and evaluations of democracy, governance, and quality of life.
Nine survey rounds in up to 42 countries have been completed since 1999. Round 10 surveys
were launched in January 2024. Afrobarometer’s national partners conduct face-to-face
interviews in the language of the respondent’s choice.

The Afrobarometer team in Zimbabwe, led by the Mass Public Opinion Institute (MPOI),
interviewed 1,200 adult citizens between 1 June and 15 June 2024. A sample of this size yields
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country-level results with a margin of error of +/-3 percentage points at a 95% confidence
level. Previous standard surveys were conducted in Zimbabwe in 1999, 2004, 2005, 2009, 2012,
2014, 2017, 2021, and 2022.

Charts

Figure 1: Support for presidential term limits | Zimbabwe | 2024
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Respondents were asked: Which of these statements is closest to your own opinion?
Statement 1: The Constitution should limit the president fo serving a maximum of two terms in office.
Statement 2: There should be no constitutional limit on how long the president can serve.

Figure 2: Support for presidential term limits | by demographic group | Zimbabwe
| 2024
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Respondents were asked: Which of these statements is closest to your own opinion?@

Statement 1: The Constitution should limit the president to serving a maximum of two terms in office.
Statement 2: There should be no constitutional limit on how long the president can serve.
(% who agree with Statement 1)
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Figure 3: Support for multiparty competition | Zimbabwe | 2024
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Respondents were asked: Which of these statements is closest to your own opinion?

Statement 1: Political parties create division and confusion; it is therefore unnecessary to have many
political parties in Zimbabwe.

Statement 2: Many political parties are needed to make sure that Zimbabweans have real choices in
who governs them.

Figure 4: Support for multiparty competition | by demographic group | Zmbabwe
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Respondents were asked: Which of these statements is closest to your view?

Statement 1: Political parties create division and confusion; it is therefore unnecessary to have many
political parties in Zimbabwe.

Statement 2: Many political parties are needed to make sure that Zimbabweans have real choices in
who governs them.

(% who agree with Statement 2)
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Figure 5: Preference for multiparty competition | by region | Zimbabwe | 2024
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Respondents were asked: Which of these statements is closest to your view?2

Statement 1: Political parties create division and confusion; it is therefore unnecessary to have many
political parties in Zimbabwe.

Statement 2: Many political parties are needed to make sure that Zimbabweans have real choicesin
who governs them.

(% who agree with Statement 2)

For more information, please contact:

Mass Public Opinion Institute

E. V. Masunungure

Telephone: +263-242-771358

Email: info@mpoi.org.zw

Visit us online at www.afrobarometer.org.

Follow our releases on #VoicesAfrica.
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