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Banjul, Gambia 

30 September 2024 

News release 

In Gambia, support for reconciliation increases, but so do calls 

for justice 

A growing majority of Gambians advocate national reconciliation and healing as the 

country moves forward following the conclusion of the Truth, Reconciliation, and Reparations 

Commission (TRRC), the latest Afrobarometer survey shows.  

However, calls for the prosecution of those accused of crimes and human-rights abuses 

under President Yahya Jammeh’s regime also continue to grow, and support for extraditing 

Jammeh from exile in Equatorial Guinea remains strong.  

Fewer than half of Gambians feel the government is fully committed to implementing the 

TRRC’s recommendations, which include extradition of Jammeh and prosecution of those 

accused of abuses during his regime. 

Key findings 

▪ A strong majority (79%) of Gambians say that since the TRRC has completed its work, 

the country should reconcile and move on. Support for reconciliation has increased 

by 3 percentage points since 2022 (76%) (Figure 1). 

▪ But calls for prosecuting those accused of crimes and human-rights abuses under 

Jammeh’s regime also continue to rise, from 68% in 2018 to 78% in 2024 (Figure 2). 

▪ Fewer than half (45%) of Gambians think the government has shown a strong 

commitment to implementing the TRRC’s recommendations, a notable decline from 

55% in 2022 (Figure 3). 

▪ Support for extraditing former President Jammeh has increased by 6 percentage 

points since 2022, from 55% to 61% (Figure 4). 

Afrobarometer surveys 

Afrobarometer is a pan-African, non-partisan survey research network that provides reliable 

data on African experiences and evaluations of democracy, governance, and quality of life. 

Nine survey rounds in up to 42 countries have been completed since 1999. Round 10 were 

launched in January 2024. Afrobarometer’s national partners conduct face-to-face 

interviews in the language of the respondent’s choice. 

The Afrobarometer team in Gambia, led by the Center for Research and Policy 

Development, interviewed a nationally representative sample of 1,200 adult Gambians in 

April-May 2024. A sample of this size yields country-level results with a margin of error of +/-3 

percentage points at a 95% confidence level. Previous surveys were conducted in Gambia 

in 2018, 2021, and 2022. 
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Charts 

Figure 1: Gambians should reconcile and move on | Gambia | 2022-2024 

 
Respondents were asked: For each of the following statements, please tell me whether you disagree or 

agree, or haven’t you heard enough to say: Since the Truth, Reconciliation and Reparations 

Commission or TRRC has completed its work, all Gambians should reconcile and move on as a country.  

(% who “agree” or “strongly agree”) 

Figure 2: Perpetrators of crimes and human-rights abuses identified by TRRC should 

be tried | Gambia | 2018-2024 

 
Respondents were asked: Please tell me whether you agree or disagree with the following statement:  

All individuals that were identified by the Truth, Reconciliation and Reparations Commission or TRRC to 

have perpetrated crimes and human-rights abuses should be taken to court and tried for their crimes. 

(% who “agree” or “strongly agree”) 

  

76% 79%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

2022 2024

68%
73%

76% 78%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

2018 2021 2022 2024



 

Copyright ©Afrobarometer 2024                                                                                                       3 

Figure 3: Government has prioritised TRRC recommendations | Gambia  

| 2022-2024 

 

Respondents were asked: Please tell me whether you agree or disagree with the following statement: 

The government of the Gambia has demonstrated strong commitment to implementing the 

recommendations of the Truth, Reconciliation and Reparations Commission or TRRC. 

 (% who “agree” or “strongly agree”) 

Figure 4: Extradite former President Yaya Jammeh | Gambia |2018-2024 

 
Respondents were asked: Please tell me whether you agree or disagree with the following statement: 

The government should press for the extradition of former President Yahya Jammeh back to the 

Gambia to face prosecution for crimes and human-rights abuses committed during his presidency. 

(% who “agree” or “strongly agree”) 
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For more information, please contact: 

Fatoumatta Samateh 

Center for Research and Policy Development 

Telephone: +220 2599241  

Email: fsamateh@crpgm.org 

 

Visit us online at: 

www.crpgm.org 

www.afrobarometer.org 

 

Follow our releases on #VoicesAfrica. 
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