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News release

Zimbabweans have little confidence in the new ZiG currency,
say government is performing poorly in managing the economy

Most Zimbabweans have little confidence that the new Zimbabwe Gold (ZiG) currency will
ease the country's chronic economic difficulties, a new Afrobarometer survey reveals.

Doubts about the currency’s efficacy are particularly strong among men, young people,
urban residents, and more educated citizens.

A maijority of citizens score the government poorly on its management of the economy.
Key findings

B Virtually all Zimbabweans (97%) are aware of the new ZiG currency, which was
infroduced in April 2024 (Figure 1).

B Among Zimbabweans who say they are aware of the new currency, more than six in
10 citizens (62%) say they have little or no confidence that the intfroduction of the ZiG
currency will ease the country’'s economic problems (Figure 2).

o Scepticism about the currency’s efficacy is particularly high among men (64%),
urban residents (64%), youth (66%), and the most educated citizens (69%) (Figure
3).

" Nearly seven in 10 Zimbabweans (68%) say the government is performing “fairly
badly” or *very badly” on managing the economy (Figure 4).

o Theyouth (71%) are more likely to be critical of the government’s performance on
managing the economy than their elders (65%-66%) (Figure 5).

Afrobarometer surveys

Afrobarometer is a pan-African, non-partisan survey research network that provides reliable
data on African experiences and evaluations of democracy, governance, and quality of life.
Nine survey rounds in up to 42 countries have been completed since 1999. Round 10 surveys
were launched in January 2024. Afrobarometer’s national partners conduct face-to-face
interviews in the language of the respondent’s choice.

The Afrobarometer team in Zimbabwe, led by the Mass Public Opinion Institute (MPOI),
interviewed 1,200 adult citizens between 1 and 15 June 2024. A sample of this size yields
country-level results with a margin of error of +/-3 percentage points at a 5% confidence
level. Previous standard surveys were conducted in Zimbabwe in 1999, 2004, 2005, 2009, 2012,
2014, 2017, 2021 and 2022.
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Charts

Figure 1: Awareness of ZiG currency | Zimbabwe | 2024
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Respondents were asked: Let us now discuss the new ZiG currency that was intfroduced by the Reserve
Bank of Zimbabwe or RBZ to replace the Zimbabwe dollar in April 2024. Have you heard about this new
currency?

Figure 2: Confidence that ZiG currency will ease country’s economic problems
| Zmbabwe | 2024
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Respondents who say they are aware of the new ZiG currency were asked: Please tell me how

confident you are that the introduction of the new ZiG currency will ease the country’s economic
problems?
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Figure 3: ZiG currency will not ease the country’s economic problems
| by demographic group | Zimbabwe | 2024
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18-35 years 66%
36-55 years 58%
56 years and older 58%

Primary/No formal education 56%
Secondary 61%
Post-secondary 69%
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Respondents were asked: Please tell me how confident you are that the infroduction of the new ZiG
currency will ease the country’s economic problems? (% who say “not very confident” or” not at all
confident”)

Figure 4: Government’s management of the economy | Zimbabwe | 2024
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Respondents were asked: How well or badly would you say the current government is handling the
following matters, or haven't you heard enough to say: Managing the economy?
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Figure 5: Government is managing the economy badly | by demographic group
| Zimbabwe | 2024
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Men 68%
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18-35 years I 7%
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Respondents were asked: How well or badly would you say the current government is handling the
following matters, or haven't you heard enough to say: Managing the economy? (% who say “fairly
badly” or “very badly”)

For more information, please contact:

Mass Public Opinion Institute
E.V. Masunungure
Telephone: +263772100409
Email: director@mpoi.org.zw
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