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Unemployment tops the list of youth concerns
in Congo-Brazzaville

Afrobarometer Dispatch No. 856 | Obaloluwa Ayooluwa Aka

Summary

As the 21st century marches on, a growing proportion of the world'’s youth will be African
(United Nations Population Division, 2024). Young people hold immense potential for
accelerating political, social, and economic development, and if this potential is harnessed
effectively, it could be a game-changer for African countries (Mpemba & Munyati, 2023).

Like other African countries, Congo-Brazzaville has a youthful population: 60% of its 6.1 million
citizens are under the age of 25 (UNFPA, 2024; Institut National de la Stafistique, 2024). The
Congolese government and its partners have launched a variety of policies and
programmes fargeting youth. One example is the World Bank-supported Program for
Capacity Development and Supervision, focused on enhancing youth employability through
skills training, which the government was expected to expand (World Bank, 2022).

Despite such interventions, the economic outlook for many youth is stark, with youth
unemployment estimated at 41% (Federal Reserve Bank of St Louis, 2024). Last November,
the nation observed a day of mourning for 31 youth who were killed in a stampede when
thousands of would-be recruits descended on an army recruitment operation at a stadium in
Brazzaville (Africanews, 2023).

Afrobarometer’s inaugural survey in Congo-Brazzaville offers some insights into the situation of
the country’s youth (aged 18-35). Findings show that young Congolese are, on average,
more educated than their elders but also more likely fo be unemployed. Their top concern is
job creation, and they see their government as failing on this urgent priority.

Maijorities of young people say Congo-Brazzaville’'s economic condition is poor and their own
living condifions are, too, and very few are optimistic that things will improve soon.

Despite their dissatisfaction, young citizens are less likely than older citizens to engage in
political and civic processes, such as contacting political representatives, attending
community meetings, and voting.

Afrobarometer surveys

Afrobarometer is a pan-African, non-partisan survey research network that provides reliable
data on African experiences and evaluations of democracy, governance, and quality of life.
Nine survey rounds in up to 42 countries have been completed since 1999. Round 9 surveys
(2021/2023) cover 39 countries. Afrobarometer’s national partners conduct face-to-face
intferviews in the language of the respondent’s choice.

The Afrobarometer team in Congo, led by the Association Avenir NEPAD Congo, interviewed
a nationally representative sample of 1,200 adult Congolese between 20 June and 17 July
2023. A sample of this size yields country-level results with a margin of error of +/-3
percentage points at a 95% confidence level. This was the first Afrobarometer survey
conducted in Congo-Brazzaville.
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Key findings
" Among Congolese youth (aged 18-35 years), 85% have secondary or post-secondary
education, a significantly higher rate than among citizens over age 45.

But youth are also more likely than their elders to be unemployed: 41% say they are
not employed and are looking for jobs, compared to 10%-27% among older cohorts.

Unemployment tops the list of most important problems that Congolese youth want
their government to address, followed by water supply, infrastructure/roads,
education, and health.

Only one out of 20 young Congolese (5%) say the government is performing "“fairly
well” or very well” on job creation. Assessments of the government’s efforts on other
top youth priorities are also overwhelmingly negative.

Like their elders, most youth (77%) believe the country is headed in “the wrong
direction."

o About two-thirds (68%) of young Congolese describe the country's economic
conditfion as “fairly bad” or “very bad,” and 58% say the same about their
personal living conditions. Even so, young people’s assessments are less bleak
than those of their elders.

o Only 16% of youth expect economic conditions to improve over the coming year.

Young citizens are less likely than their elders to engage in political and civic activities
such as voting in elections, attending community meetings, joining with ofthers to raise
anissue, and contacting elected officials.

Education and employment status

Congo-Brazzaville's population is relatively highly educated, with more than four-fifths (82%)
of citizens possessing at least some secondary or post-secondary education (Figure 1). The
youth (aged 18-35 years) are slightly more educated than average: 85% of them have
received secondary or post-secondary schooling, 9 percentage points more than 46- to 55-
year-olds (76%).!

While getting an education seems to be less of a challenge, the same is not frue with regard
to securing employment. More so than their elders, young Congolese are likely to be
unemployed. About four in every 10 youth (41%) say they are not employed and looking for
a job, twice the rate of the late middle-aged cohort (19% of 46- to 55-year-olds) (Figure 2).

Among 18- to 35-year-olds, 15% are students who are looking for work (Figure 3). Another 16%
are students who are not looking for work, while a tiny share (1%) of young people combine
their studies with part-time work. Altogether, almost one-third (31%) of 18- to 35-year-olds are
still engaged in some form of education. But no young respondents who are working full time
are also studying.

1 Due to rounding, percentages for combined categories reported in the text may differ slightly from the sum of
sub-categories shown in figures (e.g. 47% “secondary” and 30% “post-secondary” for 46- to 55-year-olds sum to
76%).
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Figure 1: Level of education | by age group | Congo-Brazzaville | 2023
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Respondents were asked: What is your highest level of education?
Figure 2: Unemployment rate | by age group | Congo-Brazzaville | 2023
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Respondents were asked: Do you have a job that pays a cash income? [If “no:"] Are you currently
looking for a job?
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Figure 3: Employment and student status | respondents aged 18-35 years
| Congo-Brazzaville | 2023
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Respondents were asked:
Do you have a job that pays a cash income? [If” yes:”] Is it full time or part time? [If “no:"] Are you
currently looking for a job?2
What is your main occupation? [If “not currently working:”] What was your last main occupation? (%
who say “student”)

Government priorities and performance

Unsurprisingly given the employment picture, jobs rank at the top of the most important
problems that young Congolese want their government to address: More than half (52%) of
young respondents cite unemployment as one of their three priorities for government action
(Figure 4).

Water supply (37%) and infrastructure (35%) follow as significant concerns for the youth, and
education (27%) and health (26%) complete the top five youth priorities.

Older cohorts, i.e. those aged 36 years and above, generally agree with the youth on the
prioritisation of issues, though youth place greater emphasis on unemployment than their
elders.

Do your own analysis of Afrobarometer data — on any
question, for any country and survey round. It’s easy and
free at www.afrobarometer.org/online-data-analysis.
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Figure 4: Most important problems | by age group | Congo-Brazzaville | 2023
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Respondents were asked: In your opinion, what are the most important problems facing this country
that government should address? (Up to three responses per person; figure shows % of respondents
who cite each problem among their three priorities.)

Corruption

Management of the
economy

Congolese are highly crifical of their government’s performance on key priority issues. Only
5% of youth say the government is doing “fairly well” or “very well” on their top priority,
creating jobs, an assessment shared by their elders (Figure 5).

Only slightly more give the government passing marks on maintaining roads and bridges (17%
of youth) and providing water and sanitation (16%).

Among young people’s top five priorities, education elicits the most favourable government
performance rating, with 30% approval by 18- to 35-year-olds, followed by 24% approval of
government efforts to improve basic health services.
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Figure 5: Approval of government performance on youth priorities | by age group
| Congo-Brazzaville | 2023
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Respondents were asked: How well or badly would you say the current government is handling the
following matters, or haven'’t you heard enough to say? (% who say “fairly well” or “very well”)

The country’s economic situation

Congolese are generally pessimistic about the country's trajectory: Overall, eightin 10 (79%)
believe it is heading in “the wrong direction” (Figure 6).

Young people tend to be slightly less negative than their elders: Nearly one-fourth (23%) say
the country is going in “the right direction,” 8 percentage points more than the early middle-
aged (15% of 36- to 45-year-olds) and 6 points more than the elderly (17%).

And although maijorities of young citizens are dismayed by Congo-Brazzaville's economic
condition and their personal living situation, they are less likely than older interviewees to rate
these poorly.

About two-thirds (68%) of young Congolese describe the country’s economic condition as
“fairly bad” or “very bad,” compared to three-fourths (74%-76%) of the older groups (Figure
7). Among young adults, 58% say their own living conditions are bad, as against 70%-76%
among their elders.
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Figure 6: Country’s direction | by age group | Congo-Brazzaville | 2023
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Respondents were asked: Would you say that the country is going in the wrong direction or going in the
right direction?@

Figure 7: Negative assessments of country’s economy and personal living conditions
| by age group | Congo-Brazzaville | 2023
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Respondents were asked: In general, how would you describe: The present economic condition of this
countryg Your own present living conditionsg (% who say “fairly bad” or “very bad”)

While all age groups express similarly low levels of positivity regarding the economy’s
advancement over the previous 12 months (7%-10%), young Congolese are less likely than
their elders to say the country’'s economic condition is *worse” or “much worse"” (45% vs. 50%-
55%) (Figure 8).

Only 16% of young respondents think that things will improve during the coming year, though
that is twice the level of optimism recorded by the over-55 group (7%).
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Figure 8: Retrospective and prospective assessment of country’s economic
conditions | by age group | Congo-Brazzaville | 2023
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Respondents were asked: Looking back, how do you rate economic conditions in this country
compared to 12 months ago? Looking ahead, do you expect economic conditions in this country fo
be better or worse in 12 months’ time?

Political engagement

Given how dissatisfied young Congolese are with the country’s economic condition, its
overall direction, and the government’s performance on key social and economic
indicators, how much do they engage in political and civic processes to pursue change?

Survey findings suggest that the youth have room to extend their potential influence through
pathways such as contacting their elected officials, joining with others to express their
concerns, and voting in elections.

Two in 10 respondents aged 18-35 (21%) say they contacted a local government councillor
about an important issue at least once during the year preceding the survey, a lower
contact rate than reported by their elders (29%-31%) (Figure 9).
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Similarly, young individuals exhibit a lower rate of contact for members of Parliament than
middle-aged citizens (24% vs. 27%-29%), although the rate is identical to that of seniors (24%).

Figure 9: Contacted political representatives during previous year | by age group
| Congo-Brazzaville | 2023
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Respondents were asked: During the past year, how often have you contacted any of the following
persons about some important problem or to give them your views: Local government councillor?
Member of Parliament? (% who say “only once,” “a few times,” or “often”)

Among 18- to 35-year-olds who were old enough to vote in the most recent national election
in 2021, 55% say they cast their ballots (Figure 10). Self-reported voter participation was 16 to
23 percentage points higher among older groups, reaching 78% among those aged 46-55.

Youth are also less likely to say they “feel close to” a political party (19% vs. 28%-38% of older
citizens).

Fewer than one-fourth (23%) of young respondents say they attended a community meeting
during the previous year, half the rate among the elderly (47%). Three in 10 (30%) report
joining others to raise an issue at least once during the previous year, the lowest rate of all
age brackets.

About one in 10 young Congolese (9%) say they participated in a demonstration or protest
march during the past 12 months, a rate similar to that of the rest of the adult population (7%-
9%).
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Figure 10: Political participation | by age group | Congo-Brazzaville | 2023
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In the last national election, held in 2020, did you vote, or not, or were you too young to votfeg Or
can't you remember whether you voted? (Respondents who were too young to vote in 2020 are

excluded.)

Do you feel close to any particular political partye
Here is a list of actions that people sometimes take as citizens. For each of these, please tell me
whether you, personally, have done any of these things during the past year:

Attended a community meeting?

Got together with others to raise an issue?g

Participated in a demonstration or protest march?g

(1T

(% who say “once or twice,

Conclusion

several fimes,” or "often”)

Despite being more educated, Congo-Brazzaville's youth face higher unemployment rates
than their elders: Four out of 10 in this key demographic group say they are not employed
and are searching for work. Nearly a third of young adults are studying. In combination,
these findings underline the reality that an insufficient number of jobs are being created for
relatively educated labour-market entrants.

It is thus unsurprising that the youth's top priority for government intervention is the creation of
jobs, followed by the provision of essential social amenities such as improved water supply
and infrastructure. Their call for improvements in the education system also align with the
need to equip young people for high-skill and well-paying jobs.

Though slightly less bleak than their elders in outlook, this educated yet underemployed
group is dissatisfied with their country’s economic condition and overall direction. But it is also
evident that Congolese youth have noft yet fully exploited their potential in political and civic
processes to ensure that their voices are heard.

Copyright ©Afrobarometer 2024

10



AFR¢
BAROMETER

Let the people have a say

References

Africanews. (2023). Congo: National day of mourning after the death of 31 youths. 23 November.

Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis. (2024). Youth unemployment rate for the Republic of the Congo.
Institut National de la Statistique. (2024). Institut National de la Statistique.

Mpemba, C., & Munyati, C. (2023). How Africa's youth will drive global growth. World Economic
Forum.

UNFPA. (2024). Population data portal.
United Nations Population Division. (2024). World population prospects 2024: Summary of results.

World Bank. (2022). Enhancing youth skills development and employment opportunities in the
Republic of Congo.

Obadloluwa Ayooluwa Aka is a PhD student in the Department of Polifical Science at the
University of Kentucky. Email: caak227 @uky.edu.

Afrobarometer, a nonprofit corporation with headquarters in Ghana, is a pan-African, non-
partisan research network. Regional coordination of national partners in about 35 countries is
provided by the Ghana Center for Democratic Development (CDD-Ghana), the Institute for
Justice and Reconciliation (IJR) in South Africa, and the Institute for Development Studies
(IDS) at the University of Nairobi in Kenya. Michigan State University, the University of Cape
Town, and the University of Malawi provide technical support to the network.

Financial support for Afrobarometer is provided by Sweden via the Swedish International
Development Cooperation Agency, the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID)
via the U.S. Institute of Peace, the Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation via the
World Bank Think Africa Project, the Mo lorahim Foundation, the Open Society Foundations -
Africa, Luminate, the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation, the Mastercard Foundation, the David and Lucile Packard Foundation, the
European Union Commission, the World Bank Group, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Finland,
the Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands in Uganda, the Embassy of Sweden in
Zimbabwe, the Global Centre for Pluralism, and GIZ.

Donations help Afrobarometer give voice to African citizens. Please consider making a
donation to Afrobarometer. To make an online donation, kindly follow this link or this link. To
discuss institutional funding, contact Felix Biga (felixbiga@afrobarometer.org) or Runyararo
Munetsi (runyararo@afrobarometer.org).

Follow our releases on #VoicesAfrica.

n/Afroborome’rer X @Afrobarometer /Afrobarometer

Afrobarometer Dispatch No. 856 | 11 September 2024

Copyright ©Afrobarometer 2024 11



https://www.youtube.com/user/Afrobarometer
https://www.africanews.com/2023/11/23/congo-national-day-of-mourning-after-the-death-of-31-youths/
https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/SLUEM1524ZSCOG
https://ins-congo.cg/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2023/08/africa-youth-global-growth-digital-economy/
https://pdp.unfpa.org/?_ga=2.100288093.210566077.1722599530-1396385397.1722599530&country=178&data_id=dataSource_8-6%3A53%2CdataSource_8-1%3A2%2B10%2B11%2CdataSource_8-2%3A543%2B548%2B550%2B726%2B727%2CdataSource_8-5%3A3160&page=Explore-Indicators
https://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/content/world-population-prospects-2024-summary-results-0
https://www.worldbank.org/en/results/2022/07/11/afw-enhancing-youth-skills-development-and-employment-opportunities-in-the-republic-of-congo
https://www.worldbank.org/en/results/2022/07/11/afw-enhancing-youth-skills-development-and-employment-opportunities-in-the-republic-of-congo
mailto:oaak227@uky.edu
https://www.every.org/afrobarometer?viewport=mobile
https://africagiving.org/organisations/267

