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Accra, Ghana 

31 January 2024 

News release 

ECOWAS withdrawal the latest chapter in relationship once seen 

as positive 

The decision by Burkina Faso, Mali, and Niger to withdraw from the Economic Community of 

West African States (ECOWAS) opens a new chapter in a relationship that their citizens have 

generally seen in a favourable light in the past.  

Afrobarometer surveys conducted in 2019/2021 showed that citizens in the three countries 

held largely favourable views of ECOWAS, rating its economic and political influence more 

positively than that of the African Union. The perceived positive influence of ECOWAS was 

equally widespread across all age groups and rural/urban locations, and increased with 

citizens’ level of education and economic affluence. 

But the three West African nations announced this week that they were withdrawing from the 

regional economic community, complaining of a lack of support and “inhumane” sanctions 

in the wake of the countries’ military coups. 

The surveys were conducted in 2019/2021, before mounting tensions in the region in the 

wake of recent coups d’état and the imposition of sanctions by ECOWAS and the West 

African Economic and Monetary Union (UEMOA). Afrobarometer’s 2022 survey in Mali found 

that while most citizens did not see themselves as the primary beneficiaries of 

ECOWAS/UEMOA sanctions, only a minority expected the sanctions to lead to the country’s 

withdrawal from ECOWAS. 

Key findings 

▪ On average across 34 African countries surveyed in 2019/2021, about six in 10 citizens 

(57%) rated the economic and political influence of their primary regional 

organisations as “somewhat positive” or “very positive” (Figure 1). 

o Citizens’ positive ratings of ECOWAS influence in Burkina Faso (73%), Mali (65%), 

and Niger (65%) were well above the continental average. 

o In comparison, the AU’s influence won positive assessments from 71% of 

Burkinabè, 59% of Malians, and 58% of Nigeriens. 

▪ In Afrobarometer’s 2022 survey in Mali, citizens cited the closure of land borders (50%), 

freezing of the country’s financial assets (23%), and suspension of aid and 

commercial transactions (14%) as the most serious ECOWAS/UEMOA sanctions 

against their country (Figure 2). 

▪ Only two in 10 Malians (21%) said in 2022 that the country or its citizens have been the 

primary beneficiaries of the sanctions. Many said the sanctions have mainly benefited 

certain countries in the sub-region (24%) or no one (23%) (Figure 3).  

▪ When asked about likely consequences of the sanctions, only two in 10 Malians (18%) 

cited withdrawal from ECOWAS (Figure 4). The largest share (44%) said it would lead 

to the strengthening of patriotism in the country, while 21% mentioned withdrawal 

from the franc zone, and 10% considered all three of these consequences likely. 



 

Copyright ©Afrobarometer 2024                                                                                                      2 

Afrobarometer surveys 

Afrobarometer is a pan-African, non-partisan survey research network that provides reliable 

data on African experiences and evaluations of democracy, governance, and quality of life. 

Nine survey rounds in up to 42 countries have been completed since 1999. Round 9 surveys 

(2021/2023) cover 39 countries. 

Afrobarometer’s national partners conduct face-to-face interviews in the language of the 

respondent’s choice with samples of 1,200-2,400 adults that yield country-level results with 

margins of error of +/-3 to +/-2 percentage points at a 95% confidence level. 

Charts 

Figure 1: Influence of regional organisations | 34 countries | 2019/2021 

 
Respondents were asked: In general, do you think that the economic and political influence of each of 

the following organisations on [this country] is mostly positive, mostly negative, or haven’t you heard 
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enough to say: Regional organisation (ECOWAS/ SADC / EAC/ IGAD or regional equivalent in North 

Africa)? 

(% who say “somewhat positive” or “very positive”) 

Figure 2: Which of ECOWAS/UEMOA’s sanctions is harshest? | Mali | 2022 

 
Respondents were asked: Which of the following ECOWAS/UEMOA sanctions do you think is the 

harshest for Mali? 

Figure 3: Who has benefited most from ECOWAS/UEMOA sanctions against Mali?              

| Mali | 2022 

 

Respondents were asked: Who do you think has benefited most from ECOWAS/UEMOA sanctions? 
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Figure 4 : Consequences of ECOWAS/UEMOA sanctions | Mali | 2022 

 

Respondents were asked: In your opinion, what consequence could Mali see from ECOWAS/UEMOA’s 

sanctions on the country? 
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