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Findings from Afrobarometer Round 7 survey in Mauritius



At a glance

Å Views on decriminalization of gandia (cannabis ) consumption : While two 

thirds of Mauritians are against the decriminalization of the consumption 

of gandia one -fourth of the respondents òagreeó or òstrongly agreeó that 

the government should decriminalize the consumption of cannabis.

Å Fight against drug trafficking: Mauritians are divided in half on the 

governmentõs handling of drug trafficking. Nearly half say the 

government has handled it òvery/fairly badlyó and another half say ò 

fairly/very badly ó.

Å Child allowance : Nearly three -fourths of Mauritians òagreeó or òstrongly 

agreeó to allowance to stem the problem of declining population 

growth.

Å Agalega agreement with India: A strong majority of Maurutians want 

transparency on the deal signed between the two countries

Å Other topics: Light rail proposal, leadership qualities and  nine -year 

education plan



What is Afrobarometer ?

Å A pan -African, non -partisan survey research project that 
measures citizen attitudes on democracy and governance, 

the economy, civil society, and other topics.

Å Started in 12 African countries in 1999, expanded to 36 

countries in Round 6 (2014/2015). Round 7 surveys are being 

conducted in 2016/2017 .

Å Goal: To give the public a voice in policymaking by providing 

high -quality public opinion data to policymakers, policy 

advocates, civil society organizations, academics, news 

media, donors and investors, and ordinary Africans.

Å A national partner in each country conducts the survey. In 

Mauritius, Afrobarometer Round 7 survey was conducted by 
StraConsult Ltd.



Where Afrobarometer works



Methodology

Å Nationally representative sample of adult citizens

Ç All respondents are randomly selected.

Ç Sample is distributed across regions/states/provinces and urban/rural 

areas in proportion to their share in the national population.

Ç Every adult citizen has an equal chance of being selected.

Å Face -to -face interviews in the language of the respondentõs 

choice.

Å Standard questionnaire allows comparisons across countries and 

over time.

Å Sample size in Mauritius of 1,200 adult citizens yields a margin of 
error of +/ -3% at a 95% confidence level.

Å Fieldwork for Round 7 in Mauritius was conducted between 
October and November 2017.



Survey demographics

Gender %

Men 50

Women 50

Residence

Urban 41

Rural 59

Education

No formal education 1

Primary 33

Secondary 49

Post-secondary 17

Religion

Christian 33

Muslim 16

Hindu 45

6

Other 6



Findings



Fight against drug trafficking and 

decriminalisation



Key findings

˂ Two-thirds of Mauritians (66%) say the government should 
not decriminalise the consumption of cannabis ( gandia ). 
Almost three in 10 (26%) agree with decriminalisation . 

˂Mauritians are divided in half on the governmentõs handling 
of drug trafficking. Nearly half (48%) say the government has 
handled it òvery/fairly badlyó and another half (49%) say ò 
fairly/very badly ó. 

˂While about one -third of Mauritians (35%) feel that the 
Police are fighting drug trafficking aggressively, only 17% of 
the respondents feel the same about lawyers and prison 
officers. Moreover, 15% of Mauritians believe that prison 
officers aid and abet drug trade in Mauritius and 27% of the 
citizens opined that prison officers tolerate drug trade.

˂ Youngsters aged between 18 to 25 are less likely to believe 
that these groups are combatting drug trade as compared 
to the older age brackets



Decriminalisation of gandia |Mauritius 

| 2017
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Respondents were asked : For each of the following statements, please tell me whether you 
disagree or agree or havenõt you heard enough to say?
Statement A: The government should decriminalize the consumption of Gandia (Cannabis)



Handling combatting drug trafficking | 

Mauritius | 2017

Respondents were asked : How well or badly would you say the current government is 
handling the following matters, or havenõt you heard enough to say?

Combatting drug trafficking in the country
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Combatting drug trafficking | Mauritius | 2017

Respondents were asked: How do you perceive the role of each of the following groups in combating drug 

trafficking in Mauritius?  Do you think they fight it, tolerate it, or aid and abet it?  [If òFightó, ask:], Do you think 

they fight it aggressively, or that they fight it, but timidly?
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Child allowance 



Key findings

˂ By almost a three -fourths majority (71%), Mauritians òagreeó 

or òstrongly agreeó that considering that Mauritius is having 

a problem of declining population growth, the government 

should give a child allowance to all citizens who will have 

more than two children. 

˂ Rural residents are slightly more likely than urban ones to 

endorse child allowance (76% vs. 65%), but there is no 

difference between men and women. 



Child allowance| Mauritius | 2017

Respondents were asked: For each of the following statements, please tell me whether you 
disagree or agree or havenõt you heard enough to say?

Statement B: Considering that Mauritius is having a problem of declining population growth, 
the government should give a child allowance to all citizens who will have more than two 
children

4%

6%

19%

71%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

Don't know

Neither agree or disagree

Disagree/strongly disagree

Agree/strongly agree



Child allowance|by gender and location| Mauritius 

| 2017
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Child allowance|by education and age | Mauritius 

| 2017
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Agalega agreement with India



Transparency in Agalega

agreement | Mauritius | 2017

Respondents were asked: There have been a number of recent debates on government initiatives such as the proposal to introduce a 

light rail system, the extension of the 

school to nine years and the signing of an agreement between Mauritius and India about the Island of Agalega . For each of these 

proposals, please tell me whether you agree or disagree: 

C. In the spirit of transparency, government should present before Parliament the full details of the agreement signed betwee n Mauritius 
and India regarding the island of Agalega .
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Leadership qualities vs prior service as PM



Leadership qualities of candidate for 
PM matter vs service| Mauritius | 2017

Respondents were asked: Which of the following statements is closest to your view. Choose Statement 1 or Statement 2

Statement 1: During national elections, I prefer to vote for a party that is led by a candidate who has served as a Prime Min ister in the 

past

Statement 2:  During elections in this country, what matters most for me are the qualities of the leader of the party irrespe cti ve of 

whether that person has been a Prime Minister or not in the past.
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Reform to education system 



Introduction of nine -year education 
system | Mauritius | 2017
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Respondents were asked: There have been a number of recent debates on government initiatives such as the proposal to 
introduce a light rail system, the extension of the school to nine years and the signing of an agreement between Mauritius an d 
India about the Island of Agalega . For each of these proposals , please tell me whether you agree or disagree:
The proposal to introduce a nine -year education system will have a positive effect on learner performance in the country



Equal chances for education 

between sexes | Mauritius | 2017
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Respondents were asked: For each of the following statements, please tell me whether you disagree or agree,or

havenõt you heard enough to say? 

In our country today, girls and boys have equal  opportunities to get an education.



Effectiveness of government in 

supplying education | Mauritius | 2017

Respondents were asked: Please tell me if the following things are worse or better now than they 
were a few years ago, or are they about the same? The governmentõs effectiveness in addressing 
educational needs 
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Introduction of light rail system



Introduction of light rail | Mauritius 

| 2017

Respondents were asked: There have been a number of recent debates on government initiatives such as the proposal to introduce 

a light rail system, the extension of the 

school to nine years and the signing of an agreement between Mauritius and India about the Island of Agalega . For each of these 

proposals, please tell me whether you agree or disagree: 
The introduction of a light rail system will provide speedier movement of people and alleviate transport problems in Mauritiu s
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Thank you

Merci

Follow our releases 

on #VoicesAfrica on 

Twitter and 

Facebook. 

Do your own analysis of Afrobarometer
data ðon any question, for any country       
and survey round. Itõs easy and free at 

www.afrobarometer.org/online -data -analysis .


