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News release

One in four people in Africa have to pay bribes to access services,
Corruption Barometer shows

The new Global Corruption Barometer — Africa 2019, released on African Anti-Corruption Day
by Transparency International and Afrobarometer, reveals that more than one in four people
who accessed public services during the previous year had to pay a bribe.

A majority of citizens surveyed in 35 African countries think that corruption is getting worse
and that their government is doing a poor job of fighting it, the report
indicates.

The 10" edition of the GCB-Africa, based mainly on Afrobarometer’s

Pan- Round 7 surveys, is the largest and most detailed survey of citizens’ views
Africa on bribery and other forms of corruption in Africa. The report, available
Profiles here, is the eighth in Afrobarometer’'s Pan-Africa Profiles series on its most

recent survey findings.

The report also highlights that corruption disproportionately affects the poorest citizens, who
have to pay bribes twice as often as the richest to access public services such as health care
and police assistance. Young people pay more bribes than their elders.

Key findings

¥ Corruption is on the rise: On average across 35 countries, more than half (55%) of all
citizens think that corruption in their country increased in the previous 12 months. Only
23% think it declined (Figure 1).

Many governments are failing to do enough: Only one in three citizens (34%) think
their government is doing a good job at fighting corruption, while 59% rate their
government’s performance as bad (Figure 2).

Concerns about the integrity of public officials are high: Among key public institutions,
police are most widely seen as corrupt; almost half (47%) of people say “most” or “all”
police are corrupt. But many also see most or all government officials (39%) and
parliamentarians (36%) as corrupt (Figure 3).

Bribery demands are a regular occurrence for many: More than one in four citizens
who accessed public services, such as health care and education, paid a bribe in
the previous year. This is equivalent to approximately 130 million people in the 35
surveyed countries.

Corruption hits the most vulnerable hardest: The poorest people are twice as likely to
pay a bribe as the richest, and young people (aged 18-34) are more likely to pay a
bribe than their elders.

Despite fears of retaliation, citizens can make a difference: Two-thirds (67%) of citizens
fear retaliation if they report corruption. Even so, more than half (53%) think ordinary
people can make a difference in the fight against corruption.
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About the GCB

The Global Corruption Barometer (GCB) — Africa survey was implemented by Afrobarometer
in 34 countries as part of its Round 7 surveys, in collaboration with Transparency International.
A separate survey for the Democratic Republic of Congo was commissioned by
Transparency International and conducted by Omega Research.

The surveys were conducted face-to-face using computer-assisted personal interviewing with
47,105 adults aged 18+ living in 35 countries in Africa. The fieldwork was conducted between
September 2016 and September 2018, and the surveys were sampled and weighted to be
nationally representative. The overall results for Africa are equivalent to an average of the
countries surveyed. For more on the survey methodology, please visit
www.afrobarometer.org.

The total number of bribe payers was calculated based on the percentage of respondents in
each of the 35 surveyed countries who had paid a bribe at least once to any of the five
public services in the previous 12 months, and was extrapolated using available UN
population estimates of adults aged 18+.

About Transparency International

Transparency International is the global civil society organization leading the fight against
corruption for the past 25 years.

About Afrobarometer

Afrobarometer directs a pan-African, non-partisan research network that conducts public
aftifude surveys on democracy, governance, economic conditions, and related issues in
Africa. Seven rounds of surveys have been completed since 1999. Interested readers may
follow our releases, including our Pan-Africa Profiles series of cross-country analyses, at
#VoicesAfrica and sign up for our distribution list at www.afrobarometer.org.

Afrobarometer conducts face-to-face interviews in the language of the respondent’s choice
with nationally representative samples. Sample sizes of 1,200-2,400 yield country-level results
with a margin of sampling error of +/-2 to 3 percentage points at a 95% confidence level.
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Charts

Figure 1: Corruption increased in previous 12 months | 35 countries | 2016/2018
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Respondents were asked: In your opinion, over the past year, has the level of corruption in this country
increased, decreased, or stayed the same? (% who say “increased somewhat” or “increased a lot”)
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Figure 2: Government doing a bad job of fighting corruption | 35 countries | 2016/2018
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Respondents were asked: How well or badly would you say the current government is handling the
following matters, or haven'’t you heard enough to say: Handling fighting corruptione (% who say “fairly

badly” or “very badly”)
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Figure 3: Who is corrupt? | 35 countries | 2016/2018
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Respondents were asked: How many of the following people do you think are involved in corruption, or
haven’t you heard enough about them to say? (% who say “most of them” or “all of them”)

For more information, please contact:

Brian Howard
Telephone: +1 713-624-0373
Email: bhoward@afrobarometer.org

Sibusiso Nkomo
Telephone: +27 (0)21 202 4093; +27 73 561 2490
Email: snkomo@afrobarometer.org

Visit us online at: www.afrobarometer.org

Follow our releases on #VoicesAfrica.

H/Afroboromefer y @Afrobarometer Tube
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