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2008 ROUND 4 AFROBAROMETER SURVEY IN BOTSWANA 

SUMMARY OF RESULTS 
 
The Afrobarometer is an independent, non-partisan research project that measures the social, 
political and economic atmosphere in Africa.  The project conducts a comparative series of 
public attitude surveys, covering 20 African countries in Round 4 (2008). Based on 
representative national samples, the surveys assess citizen attitudes to democracy, markets, and 
civil society, among other topics. 
 
The Afrobarometer is a joint enterprise of the Institute for Democracy in South Africa (IDASA), 
the Center for Democratic Development (CDD-Ghana), and the Institute for Empirical Research 
in Political Economy (IREEP), with additional technical support provided by Michigan State 
University (MSU) and University of Cape Town (UCT).  AB works with National Partners in 
each country.  The Centre for Social Research (CSR) of the University of Malawi is National 
Partner for Afrobarometer Round 4.  Previous Afrobarometer surveys were conducted in Malawi 
in 1999, 2003 and 2005. 
 
In October 2008, the Afrobarometer surveyed a nationally representative, random, stratified 
probability sample of 1,200 adult Malawians.  Face-to-face interviews were conducted by the 
Afrobarometer team based at CSR in the language of the respondent’s choice.  The sample was 
drawn by taking the smallest geographic units, Census Enumeration Areas (EA’s), and 
stratifying all EA’s across the country into separate lists according to region (North, Centre and 
South), district, and urban or rural status.  150 EA’s were then randomly selected from these lists 
with the probability proportionate to its size in the overall population as represented in 2008 
population projections based on the 1998 national census.  This ensures that every eligible adult 
had an equal and known chance of being selected.  Eight households were then randomly 
selected within each EA, and a respondent 18 years of age or older was randomly selected from 
each household.  A gender quota ensured that every other interview must be with a female.  A 
sample of this size is sufficient to yield an overall margin of error of +/- 3 percent at a confidence 
level of 95 percent. 
 
We gratefully acknowledge the support of the Canadian International Development Agency 
(CIDA), UK Department for International Development (DfID), the Royal Danish Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs (RDMFA/Danida), the Swedish International Development Agency (SIDA), and 
the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) for Afrobarometer Round 4. 
 
Contact Information: 
For more information please visit the Afrobarometer website, www.afrobarometer.org, or 
contact: 
 
Maxton Grant Tsoka    Blessings Chinsinga 
tsokamax@gmail.com   kchinsinga@yahoo.com 
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Note: All figures in the following tables are percentages, rounded to whole numbers. Due to rounding, 
columns may not add up to exactly 100%. Also note that a figure of “0” reported indicates that at least 1 
response, but less than 0.5% of all responses, were in this category, whereas a dash (“-“) or blank cell 
indicates that there were no responses in this category.  For Questions 1 through 100, weighted frequency 
distributions are reported. 
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